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۴ 
ferent factions within Russia's nev! 
ruling ¢lite which has taken tht’ 
place of ideolagy-based struggle. 1 
If there is a gulf of ideas belwecr' 
Mr Chubais and Mir Nemtsov, an 
Mr Chernomyrdin and Yu 1 
Luzbkov, the mayor of Moscow, it isi 
a subtle one, The latter are less pro-| 
Western, and have a conservative’) 
patriarchal view of how factories anc 
farms should be run. The people’ 
role has been to suffer or prosper ir j: 
silence, according to their chances, 1 
The greatest beueficlary of the’ 
feuds haş been Mr Yeltsin, He has, 
managed to stay above the squab, ‘ 
bles; even the communists some- 
times seem to forget he bears 
ultimate responsibility for running 
the country. They are as fixated onı al 
bunt for someone to blame for sabo-' | 
taging Russia as the West is on find 
ing sonteone in the Krenılin to adore, 
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Kremlin echoes to din of cat-fights 


AS an antireform figure, Mr 
Chernomyrdin, has never wavered 
from a fiscal policy that would have 
made Margaret Thatcher blanch. 

Nor does the move against Mr 
Chubais signify an attack on govern- 
ment corruption, The barrage of hos- 
tile stories about hin1 in the past year 
has been carried by media controlled 
by tycoons who feel cheated out of 
their share of the privatisation pie. 
That doesn’t signify the stories aren't 
true: it just means that the media 
neglect to investigate the personal 
finances of other ministers, and the 
president, as thoroughly. 

What the Chubais saga does sig- 
nily is that there has been and will 
be no let-up in the feud belween dif 


latest in a series of personal finan 
clal scandals, 

So does Mr Yeltsin's trimming of 
Mr Chubais's whiskers — by strip- 
ping him of one of his titles, that of 
finance minister — count as an 
admission that postSoviet reforms 
have been a disaster? Not in the 
least. Mr Chubais remains a deputy 
prime minister, The post he has been 
obliged to vacate has been filled by 
a liberal young reformer. Boris 
Nemtsov, Mr Yeltsin's heir apparent, 
a Chubais ally antl another pro-West 
ern privatiser, stays in the cabinet, 

Viktor Chernomyrdin, the prinıe 
minister, is at the heat of the cabi- 
net. He dislikes Mr Chubais and Mr 
Nenıtsov, But despite his reputzıtion 
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But his reputation has come to far 
outgrow his importance to Russia. 
His inıage amang Western eco- 
nomic liberals as a barometer of 
reform lias distorted the world's 
perceptions of the country. 

By demonising Mr Chııbais as an 
evil un-Russian, the opposition has 
distracted attention from the root 
causes of the troubles and its own 
tailure to come up with alternatives, 

It is harcl to defend Mr Chubais's 
conduct or his performance in 
office. His fifth share of an unreal 
$470,000 advance for an un- 
published book on an obscure 
topic, put up by a company tied to 
one of the biggest beneficiaries of 
dubious privatisation deals, is the 
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€ report also highlights’ the 
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James Meek 


| N A CARTOON in Moskovsky 


Komsomolets last week, a llttle 

girl shouts: “Mama! There's a 
dead bird in the yard!" As an angry 
mob gathers, an old wonıan shakes 
her fists and screams: "That damned 
Chubaisl"” 

The cartoon is not just mocking 
the Russian tendency to blxme 
every nasty thing on Anatoly 
Chubais, the government's privatisa- 
tion overlord. Moscow really iB full 
of aggressive ginger cats named 
after the redheaded minister. That's 
how notorious he has become. 


EU audit finds 
$5bn has 
gone astray 


> چ که 
Stephen Bates In Strasbourg‏ 
ی ی ی 


HE European Cummissîon last 

week promised swifl action to 
tounter misspending in Ihe Euro- 
pean Uniun uller f 
court of udlitors, Europu's lînancial 
Witclulog, showel tht ilmosl 0 pur 
een uf expenditure lin year could 
nol be udequitely dceuımlecl for. 


Errors ol more Irn $f billion in 
ymens made by tir ELS lir HO 
were rCCordutl in i reporl lo MEPs, 


lakin te lutal figure (hal has gone 
Slay in three years (o more thant 
$16 billion, 

The report paints i piclure of 
bureaucratic confusion, frutid, mis 
takes in calculating guts, aud fail 
lire tu cillecl monty owerl to the EU, 
„ The largest mistakes were uacle 
In pPaynients lo cêr'enl atl beef farm- 
ers, Who contintett to receive can- 
Pensallon [or low prices long after 
the market had picket UD, al 
armers alone reveivud $3.3 billion 
loo much, tne biggest beneficiaries 
bein large-scale producers such as 
Easl Anglian (farmers in Britain 
bevause there was no cap on the 
tompensalion tey could receive, A 
lurther $840 million went la heel 
and veal proclucer's, 

‘The subsidies to Greek arıd Italian 
fobacco farmers are also queried. 
ey receive $1.2 billion — 80 per 
cent ûf their income — for producing 
eir low-grade crop, The report 
queries whether EU funding should 
continue when (hérê .İs no evidence 
it has improved crops quralily. 
Countants from the Luxen- 
Dourg-based court refused tO esti 
mate what proportion of mone} has 
heen lost to fraud, but highlighted a 
range of examples. و‎ 
Payments to representatives at 
ending meetings of the EU's eco- 
nomic and social committee and its | 
Conunittee of the regions were ex- 
ined artd 69 per cent of claims for 
avel expenses during a thre ` 
Month period last year were shown | 
to be unwarranted e 
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hal never maclv any commitment 
regartling the freezing of settle 
mens", 4 slatement said, 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
lender, callel Israeli settlement a 
“breach of what has becn agreed 
upon". 

Mvanwhile i emerged that 
Madeleine Albright, the United 
Slates secretary of stale, warned Mr 
Netanyahu al heir recent London 
meeting that if he Joes not make a 
“positive anl sufficient" response 
on the further withdrawal from the 
occupied territories by early Dec 
ember she woulcl publicly blame 
lsrael for the stalemate in the peace 
process, thereby initiating a funda 
mental shift in US policy. 

According to government offi 
cials quoted by Israeli media, Mr 
Netanyahu's proposal to inplement 
the socalled second phase with- 
ılrawal frum lhe West Bank on û 
scale of belween 3 per cerl and 
f per cent of the: territorics Was re 
jettecl by Mrs Albright. 

Washinglon expecls Isrnel to an 
nounce a pull-back of between 10 
and Hf per cent. If his conmuilmeut 
is made in the next fw weeks, Mr 
Netanyahu will finally bv granted a 
mein with Mr Clinton neXt nonth. 

Mr Nulanyahu's office Has Sf 
lerul iı series of embarrassing r 
buffs in ils illempts lo arrange A 
meeting wilh Mr Clinton. 

The latest nccurred lasl week 
when, «lespile Mr Clinton's claim 
(hal his diary wus too lull, he found 
four hours Jor Shimon Peres and 

Leah Rabin, widow of Yitzhak 

Rabin, at a White House reception. 

It was then that Mr Clinton was 
said to have angrily told Mr Peres: 

“Netanyahu made all sorte of 

promisce to me and hasn't lived up 


to them, so how van I believe hir 
We understood from Netanyahu 
thal he intended to undertake 4 
time-out ont {he settlements, but this 
«lidn'l happen." : 

Mr Netanyahu looks increasing} 
beleaguerecl, as criticisın of his 104 


ership insicle his Likud party erupts 
publicly. His closest political 


viser, Avigtlor Lieberman, resign 


last weekencl, lhe first casually of 


the Likud mutiny. 


Power struggle grips Iran | Human rights abuses mount in East Timor 


Timor police chief, Colonel Atok 
Riamanto, anil warning shola 1 
were fired but tlıat all proce” 
dures had been followed. “W 
cannot say what caused the im 
juries,” he added. 


A diplomat recently returned 1 


from the territory, which 


Indonesia invaded m 1976 and 


anti-integrationists are becorılnê 


| were pierced with bullets." ` | Timor’a resistance, The dp b' 
Fle said the ion! ld Tl Thor Amoi ا‎ op 
only improve if the authorities ferent women, ' 2 
allowed greater political free- | been sexually abused; tortured. 
doms, such as the tight to gather, | and Killed, were pictured . 
speak freely and demonstrate. | In Jakarta, a foreign minis. 
. Sixteen people were detained: Î spokesman, Ghaffar Fadyh hr 
after the incident and at least ' auch photographs coulis a) 
four taken to hospital; The East lÎ cated to discredit Indonesla 


Netanyahu defies 
US on settlements 


David Sharrock in Jerusalem 


EWISH settlements in Pales- 
ل‎ tinian areas will continue to 

grow, the Israeli prlme minis- 
ter, Binyamin Netanyahtt, promised 
last weekend, signalling thal he is 
resigned to a serious rupture with 
President Clinton on the Middle 
East peace process. 

On a visit to the scene of lasl 
week's murder of a Jewish seminary 
student in Jerusalent's Old City, Mr 
Netanyahu said: “We intend tu con- 
tinue with other tlrings that will allow 
us to enforce our sovereignty over all 
parts of Jerusalem and to facilitate 
the settlement of Jews everywhere.” 

Gabriel Hirschberg, aged 26, was 
killed and another student seriously 
injured at the Ateret Cohanim 
yeshiva, a traditional Jewish school, 
in the heart of the Muslin quarter, 
when they came under automalic 
gunfire, the first attack of İts kind in 
a decade. “We will bless the meu 
ory of Gabi with building in 
Jerusalenı," Mr Netanyahu said at 
the dormitory of the slain student. 

Aleret Cohanim vowed to avenge 
the killing by stepping up its settle- 
ment programme. “We found 18 

places and in lhese 18 places we (le- 
cided overnight to begin refurbisli- 
ing them in order to setile in (he 
coming year, with God's help, 18 
more families,” sald Mali Dan, 
head of the Aleret Cohanim sellers 
group, sitting next to Mr Netanyahu 
atthe seminary. 

Mr Dan's deputy, Yossi Kaufman, 
sald they had discussed the plan with 
Mr Netanyahu. “The prinıe minister 
said in a positive manner that our re- 
quests appear acceptable to him,” 

The prime minister's latest com- 
ments are bound to enrage Wash- 
ington and seemefl to have been 
made deliberately, against the back- 
drop of his deteriorating relations 
with Mr Clinton. 

Iaracli newspapers reporiled that 
Mr Clinton accused Mr Netanyahu 
of reneging on a promise lo ftceze 
settlement activily and that he no 
longer bellevecl he was interestecl in 
advancing the peace process. 

At a cabinet meeting last Sunday, 


Mr Netanyahu “emphasised that he 


Dili, the capital, after leacling a 
four-man team to Investigate 
clashes on November 12 at thie 
Univeralty of East Timor, during 
a commemoration of the 1991 
Dili cemetery massacre, in 
which more than 150 unarmed 
civilians were killed by troopa, 
He dismissed earller reports 
that one person bad died in the 
incident. But he sald: “Univer- 
sity students suffered gunshot 
wounds, their teeth were 
smashed, faces swollen and 
bruieed as a result of belg bit 
by blunt objects. In addition to 
| that, windows at the Univetaity 
. of lndonesia were broken, and 
' blackboards and notice boards 


Congtesse party workers burn an effigy of a Tamil Tiger in New 
Delhi last weck PHOTOGRAPH: SUNIL MALHOTRA 
ing the collapse of his eight-month’ 
old government and ushering in 
fresh elections only 18 months after 
the last, inconclusive polls. 

"The electlons are coming,” Mr 
Gujral sald on Monday. 

Although Congress 
thought they had latched on to a 
potent election issue in the Gandhi 
assassination, their initial courage 
seems to have vanished. Privately, 
party veterans are anxlous for a 


But their plight has met with 1ittle 
sympathy in the Indian preas, A 
leader comment in Monday's Indian 
Express said: “And so a bemused 
country is witness to a foolish party 
first precipitating incidents and 
then, realising late the Inıplications 
of ifs own actions, looking to Its 
victims to save it from disaster." 


The report spreads the blame for 
Gandhl's murder so wide as to in- 
clude leaders from other parties in 
the Front as well as the Congress. 
During the 1980s, the Indian gov- 
ernment — under Gandhi and his 
mother Indira — actively supported 
the Tigers, establishing training 
camps in Tamil Nadu. 

However, Mr Kesri hopes to ob- 
scure that history by concentrating 
on the DMK's sympathy for its 
‘Tamil brethren in Sri Lanka, a tactic 
that has enraged the United Front. 

Although leaders of the United 
Front government and the Con- 
gtess have not publicly expressed 
any willingness to step back from 
the brink, there was te possibility 
of a deal being arranged secretly by 
regional strongmen. Mr Gujral's 
reply removes that prospect, hasten- 


Ayatollah Monlazeri and another 
cleric, Ahmad Azari Qumi. Others 
broke into the Koranic schoo! which 
the Ayatollah directs, smashing fu 
niture and shouting that this "nest 
of spies" must bé closecl. 

This was the gravest episode yet 
in the power struggle between the 
two wings of the {slamic Republic, 
pitling Ayatollah Khamenei, and the 
arclconservative clerical establish- 
ment he heads, against Ali Khateni, 
the liberal president who had a con+- 
vincing victory in tlıe May elections. 

In some ways, .Ayatollah Monta 
zer, aged 75, is the true "con- 
science” of the Khomeini revolution, 
He has thrown his moral and spiri- 
tual authority behind the new presi 
dent — making him a key gur 
the current struggle. 

The violent protest against him 
grew ouf of a rally in support of Aya- 
tollah Khamenei. It shows how far 
the reactionary ruling caste will go 
to hold on to their threatened ascen- 
dancy. The struggle now threatens 

to spİll over into the streets, 


John Agilonby In Jakarta 


NDONESIAN security forces 
fired on university atudenta 
and lashed out with blunt ob- 
jects, smashing teeth and leaving 
many with swollen bruised faces 
during clashes in East Timor. 
According to mdonesia's 
National CommJssion on Human 
Rights, the security’ forcea regut- 
larly abuse human rights to 
maintain order in tbe former 
Portuguese colony. 
Inan unprecedeutedly frank 
report on the situation lh East 
Timor, Marzukli Daruaman, 
deputy chairman of the govern-. 
ment-sponsored commlaslon, ' 

. was quoted last Sunday as say- 
ing! “The way used to handle po- 
litical problems in East Timor 
bas not improved. The security 
forces always use violence, It 13'i 

. certain that violence alwaya re- 

j; sults in of leads to 


Mr Datuamari was 
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. Tamil Tiger 
row threatens 
India coalition 


Suzanne Goldenberg 
In New Delhl 


NDIA'S prime minister, I K Gujral, 

on Monday deliyered a formal re- 
buff to the Congress party, which 
has been demanding the expulsion 
of a Tamil party from his ruling 
coalition. His refusal to give in to 
the Congress intensifies a political 
stand-off that has brought govern- 
ment fo a halt and exacted a toll on 
the economy. 

As the rupee, which started to 
slide after the sharp fall in other 
Asian currencies in recent months, 
plunged to an alltime low against 
the dollar, unruly MPs exchanged 

` insults, leading to parlianıents in- 
' definite suspension. 

Mr Gujral's United Front coat 
tion would collapse without the 
backing of the Congress, which is 
not in the gavernment but supports 
it in parliament, His letter formally 
rejecting a Congress denıand to 
dır'op the Dravida Munnetra Kaza- 
ghana had been expected for days. 

A judicial inquiry last week linked 
the DMK to the assassination six 
years ago of the former prime ntin- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi. But the basis of 
the accusations seems tenuoıts, and 
the report also named the leader's of 
other political parties, including the 
Congress, 

Sections of the report, which 
stretches to more than 5,000 pages, 
were leaked nearly two weeks ago. 
They link the DMK.—— a menther of 
the coalition from the southern 
state of Tamil Nadu — to the Sri 
Lankan separatist Tanil Tiger sul- 
"| cide bomber who carried out the 
fatal attack. 

The leaks came as a godsend for 
the Congress, which has been reluc- 
tantly propping up the government 
since inconclusive general elections 
18 months ago and has been casting 
around for an emotive {esue that 
could pave its return to power. 

"The Congress party does not 
wish to plunge the couatry into an- 
other clection,”" the party's vice 
president, Jitendra Prasad, said last 
week. But, he added: “The Con- 
gress cannot compromise where 
national interests are concerned.” 


David Hirat in Belrut 


RADERS in Tehran's bazaar 
stayed closed last Sunday on the 
fourth day of national demonstrations 
against critica who have questioned 
the authority of Iran's supreme 
leader, Ayatollalı Ali Khamenei. State 
radio and television gave wide cover- 
age to ntarches held in several cities 
concdlennirg clissidents as “naive” 
and “servitg a plot” by the Weat. 
‘Thousands of traclers gathered al 
the Imam Khomeini mosque in the 
Tehran bazaar to stıpport Ayatollah 
Klamenei, who succeeded Ayatol- 
tah Ruhollalı Khonıeini on his death 
in 1989, Supporters of the ayatollah, 
a 58yearold conservalive Shi'lte 
Muslim clergyman who wields un- 
challengeable power over all the 
institutions of governınent, have (li 
rectetl their anger at hiş detı'actors, 
notably Ayatollalt Ali Monltazeri. 
Last week, thousands of denon 
strators filed the central mosque in 
the holy Iranian city of Qonı, chant- 


ing demands for the execution of | 


EEE 


African countries, the birth rate has 
soared over the past two decades, 
leaving a growing number of well- 
educated young unemployed who 
spend their time talking, 
dreaming, over coffee and tı 

Contemplating the once-iınpres- 
sive Antonine thermal baths over. 
looking the Gulf of Tunis in 
Carthage, I bump into an officious 
sign telling tourists to turn their 
cameras away towards the ruling, I 
look up and see a row of nervous 
armed police protecting the presi 


„ There are claiıns by hunıan 
tights groups thal Tunisia is hold- 
Ing some 2,300 political prisoners, 
nıošt accused of being supporters of 
the banned Mıısliın fundiımentalist 
û. How long, one 


remain a haven of stability? 
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Now, say the guides halfmock- 
ingly, You are only 400 kilometres 
from Muarantar Gadafy’s Libya, 
Now, you are only 40 kilometres 


colonia! tongue as taught in schools. 


es 5 th & 
Tunisia is rightly proud of its edu 2 3 Dei 


the new hotels in Douz, at the edge 
of the desert. Douz, we are told, is 
the new gateway to the Sahara. 

The officlally-approved guides 
proclaim that with no end in sight 
to the crisis in Algeria, with political 
a E and with 
٤ schools in animated discussi E E 
e rains are E e Tunis has اا‎ 0 E 

cavily in villages, with their own Driving acı 2 
onest. Hotels | schools, built for Bedouins. How | Djerid sl. E O i 
long, I wondered, will ihese Tozeur, already equipped wilh an 
onal airport, yoıı cannot 
help wondering how long this 
peaceful wilderness will survive, 

In coınmin with other North 


Western fashions, pour on to the 


and further south towards the 


dentlal palace, 


by Tunisian guides who pass conde- group Enohau 


mist wonder, will 


tourisls as lheir coaches hurtle past? 


EA want to make the right 
investments 


î selecting them 
Aj need Standard Chartered 


= Investment Services or 
9 


9 Invesh ry n Ihe tight LInit Tue or Mı ual FCs west but 1 zuha l 


ddvarlayss, bul can yuu uflarcl Ihe me lo rasiarıch Um thenisarrcls uf 
funds oıı üfler? 


INTRODUCING STANDARD CHARTERED INVESTMENT SERVICES 
Standard Chartered Inveslmenl Services can relieve you ol much of the time and elfort involved in 
researching and selecting the right funds for you. 
Our Investmen! Services team have analysed more than 7000 Unit Trusts and Mutual Funds fron around 
the world to create a short fist of top-performing funds, We then use unique risk-profiling techniques to help 
you select thê funds thal arg best suited to your individual neads., ۲ 


Once you've made your choice, we'll help you bu 
0 : Y and sell your investments and we'll even t 
saie custody on your behalf. ا‎ 


Like all aspects of our Investment Services, these benefits are provided absolutely fra of cha 
hope that, having considered the question we've posed above, you'll want to say '! do'. 
For more information about our Investment Servicas - or about our other accounts anci services — please 


rge. So, we 


Coplas ol e ott e 

nier e Uk BANOO A O ا‎ an O ed in Jersey are not oovered hy Deposit‘ Proteatlon Scheme 
: i 

{b) compensation undar tha UK's Investors’ Compensatlon Scherné. 0 Sees a 


lı iar Chartered Bank London, regulated by IMAO and SFA, Plata 


‘IDoD Dont 
, 1Do IDontû 
How much capital are you considering Ivestin? ` ا‎ i EE NE 


£5,000-10,0001 : £10.b00-25,0007: ‘e25,000-50,0oh 1 


MrrMrsMsa/diher_ 1:. 


A desert haven, but for how long? 


women's rights movement. Wi £ 1 
oy ROCA 1 7 0 rather than French, the country’s | from Algeria. “You are safe here” iş 


tors in the country and a similar 


ngineers and magis- cation programme. Crowds of uni- 


are company execu 1 
and pilots. “Tunlelan Women, versity students, clothed in the latest 


Ali says, “are a real buttrea i 1 

streets in the early evening. Inland,‏ | 8 ز8 
isia's mixture of economic Iib- | desert, satchelkcarryi hi i‏ 

ur mic j dren in | uncertai 1 

jm and political authoritarian- smart bi O a 
has encouraged a relentless ی‎ 
growth in tourism, Thı 
clean and rıın on time. Taxi drivers, 
on the whole, are hı 
mushrooming along the coast are 
regimental effi- | Bedo i i i i 
ا‎ i Ouuns continue to be Patronised Internati 
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TUNISIA DIARY 


Richard Norton-Taylor 
ت‎ 


HERE seem to be a large 
number emancipated 
women İn Tunisia — emanci- 

pated, that is to say, when it comes 

to jobs, money, and clothes, They 
are welloff, confident, power. 
dressed. Tunisians also often refer, 
with a conıbination of smugness 
and anxiety, to their neigiıbours — 

Algeria and Libya. 

The two issues are not uurclated, 
certainly not in the ınind of Zine el 
Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia's presi- 
dent, He trumpets Tunisia's role as 
ihe first country in Africa with a 


Child sex 
booms in 
Mongolia 


= 
Loulsa Waugh in Ulan Bator 
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SS RAWLING Uian Bator,‏ ا 
child prostitution is flourishi‏ 
as Western-sponsored ECÊ‏ | 
reforms and private enterprise‏ | 
fil to stem rising poverly. Aid‏ | 
KerSs warn that the new’ gen-‏ 
eration of homeless children‏ | 
j “ould start an HIY epidemic iuıd‏ 
bring organised pnedophile‏ , 
rings to Mongulia,‏ | 
ı _ Foreign ald workers claim that‏ 
child prostitution in inereasing,‏ 
and that homeless teenage yanga‏ : 
dominate the trade, The infec-‏ , 
lon rate uf sexually transmitted‏ 
discases (STDs) haş apirulled in‏ 
the past four years as the coun-‏ ' 
try has opened up to the outside‏ 1 
world. It is now similar to that in‏ 1 
many of its Asian neighbours,‏ 
The UN children’s fund claims‏ 
tp to 40 per cent of sexually‏ 
active people between the ages‏ 
of 16 and 39 have contracted‏ 
and that two oııt of three‏ 


rls as young aa nine atllf 
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Britain had said alî along that they 
wanted: “full cornpliance" by Iraq 
with all UN resolutions and the 
unconditional return of the Unscom 
weapons inspecturs to Baghdad. 
And yel the administralion 
greeted this oulcome wilh aboul as 
much enthusiasnı as a clıild unwrap- 
ping a pair of really useful grey wool 
socks on Christmas morning. 
There was a momeni curing the 
crisis, on November 14, when Cllr 
ton said something that stuck oul 
like the proverbial sore thuunb fron 
the usual "twintrack" manlra. 
“What he has just done", said the 
president, referring to the Unscom 
expulsions, "is to ensure that the 
sanctions will be there till the end of 
tine, or as long as he lasis." Later, 
we were assured that Clinton had 
“misspoken” and that this remark 
was merely anı error on his part. But 
il wasn'l (rue. In the end, America 
gol what it said it wanted, but if 
failed to gel what it really wants, 
deep down in the national gut tû 
which Clinton is always so atternlive. 


Camment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


Tlcir reporl wholly endorsed 
Blair's call for flexible labour mar 
kels, They asserted that, “Contrary 
lo popular bulicf, laws to protect ex 
isting jobs clo not enhance job cre 
allon.” And in case the French and 
Italian governments thought their 
moye to a 35-hour week might 
wider acceptance, the wise men 
concluded: “Work-aharing, to thé 
extent that it rests on the sa 
assumption that there Is gel 
amount of work to share, is not e 
best way to create sustainable e” 
ployment.” FF 

There is just enough of this kind 
of thinking İn thıe final summit do 
ment to raise the faint hope that 
Luxembourg confereice has been 
watershed, and that we shiall loo 
back at it as the فی یا‎ 
Europe began to move 
its traditional rigid corporatis 
towards something more sprig 
and entrepreneurial. piel 

Whatever measures are 40i i 
they are likely to have far rz 
mediate impact on the future i 
perlty of Europe than, the fin | 
drama being played oüt in Seoul: 1 
Tokyo, and the political deféat 
‘ficted on Clinton's free tradé 
cies.in' Washington, They mY 
seemed remote from the sum 
teers’ deliberations, büt EW 


wise men led by Jear-Claude Paye, : 
. the former general secretary of the 


„Î could be in fot a rude xitakieilaê; 


The US. does not care 
About Iraq's chiklren.. 


dîsguise the reality that the best out- 
come the US could hope for in the 
circumstances was diplomatic. The 
crisis, after all, had begun at the UN 
Security Council when the French 
and Russians denurred at a US- 
backed threat of “serious conse- 
quences” if the weapons inspection 
team was prevented from continuing 
with its existing work and in its ex- 
isting composition. Washington was 
paying the price for an inaitentive 
appreciation of the changing Middle 
East context, a problem that was 
hugely worsened by Arab percep- 
tions of US reluctance to exert pres- 
sure on Israel over the Middle East 
peace process. And that was not 
helped by the US Congress's contin- 
uing refusal to allow the payment of 
Washington's dues to the UN. 

The story of the November 1997 
crisis is really the story of the patch- 
ing up of that fractured unity among 
the permanent five members of the 
Security Council. Once that unity 
was repairedl — by allowing the Rus- 
sians to play an important role, and 
by mending some shaky fences witl! 
France — the crisis ended with the 
very outcome which the US and 


per hour in Germany. Brilish wage 
rates are in the lower-middle rank, 
alongside Spain and former East 
Germany, averaging between $12 
and $20 an hour. That is the chief 
reason European politicians are 
sceptical of Tony Blair's clalms that 
Britain can lead the way to a new 
European model that combines the 
social justice of the European sys- 
tem with the dynamism of the US 
economy. 

The model that is really being 
adopted by the EU is the Nordic 
one, as developed in Denmark and 
Sweden, where as much money is 
gpent in “active” meaşures such as 
training and counselling to get peo- 
ple back to work as on the “passive” 
measure of paying unemployment 
benefit. 

Measures to help the unem- 
ployed are one thing. Reforms to 
make the European economy more 
sprightly and less regulated are an- 
other. And this was one area where 
Blair won substantial support for his 
claim that Britain was blazing a use- 
ful trail for its partners. 

Earlier this year, the European 
Commission president, Jacques 
Santer, asked a group of European 


OECD, to prepare a report orl COM 
petitiveness and employment. 


achieve and how long you intend to 
stay, General Norman Schwarzkopf 
told an interviewer. And don't assas- 
sinate someone unless you know 
what you will get in their place. In 
any case, the general pointed out, 
what makes you think it's so easy to 
find Saddam anyway? 

The Clinton administration set- 
led for what it ked to call a "twin- 
track" policy. Diplomatically if we 
can; militarily if we must, Yet it was 
executed in a curiously disorgan- 
ised and uncertain manner. In the 
first half of the crisis, little effort 
was made to conceal the belief that 
the eventual resolution would be 
military, and the abrupt withdrawal 
of all the UN weapons inspectors 
from Baghdad on November 14 
seemed to bring this possibility 
much closer. Yet the military build- 
up was always slowly purposeful 
rather than energetically focused. 
And the fact that Clinton took off for 
a four-day fund-raising tour at the 
height of the crisis and was known 
to have spent a day on the golf 
course hardly added up to a mes 
sage of urgency. 

This beating of drums could not 


gle European currency. The only 
matter of substance was a lowest 
common-denominator agreement 
that all rnember states should so 
improve their training programmes 
over the next five years that all 
young people out of work for six 
months, and anyone out of work for 
a year or more, should have access 
to a training scheme or some other 
way to help them back into the 
labour market, 

This is sensible. Among the Nia- 
gara of findings that Eurostat, the 
European Union's statistical arm, 
produced for this conference was 
one striking survey that shows the 
virtue of training. Across Europe, 
young people with some vocational 
training are only half as likely to be 
out of work as ordinary school 
leavers. This ratio holds good for all 
countries, no matter what the other 
national variations. 

These variations can be breath- 
takingly wide. Europe's politicians 
are seeking some plausible com- 
mon policy in a “union" whose un- 
employment rates range from 4 per 
cent in Austria to 20 per cent in 
Spain, and whose average hourly 
wage rates vary from under $5 
hour in Portugal to more tharı 3 


turn. His party had failed to win any 
major elections on November 4. 
And in the middle distance lurked 
the figure of Paula Jones, his neme- 
sis in a tight skirt. 

Against such a background, a 
confrontation with Saddam Hussein 
seemed more than usually attrac- 
tive. After all, there are only two 
things that can be guaranteed to 
raise an American politician's rat- 
ings, even ones that are still as high 
aa Clinton's: an expensive television 
advertising campaign; and the 
chance to stick one on Saddam. 

American public opinion, like 
opinion in many other parts of the 
globe, is utterly clear what it thinks 
of the Iraqi president, But it is much 
less clear about what should be 
done about him. To read the 
rightwing press in the US in the 
days after the crisis began on Octo- 
ber 24, it seemed as though there 
was only one available course. An 
editorial in The Weekly Standard 
called for not only “a serious and 
sustained air attack on Iraq, and the 
sooner the better", but also "an- 
other ground attack fo take Bagh- 
dad", Rupert Murdoch's New York 
Post complained that Saddam had 
“kicked sand in our face” and that it 
was time to “sock itto Saddam”. 

Indeed, the instant bellicosity was 
nat confined to the right. The US 

should have “a head shot’ at Sad- 
dam, said the New York Times for- 
eign affairs commentator, Thomas 
Friedman. And Clinton's former 
aide George Stephanopoulos, now a 
pundit with ABC television, pro- 
posed, "We should kill him". 

But as the policy makers knew, it 
could never be as simple as that, 
never mind the ethics and the legal- 
ity of such moves, It took a real ac- 
tion man to come out of retirement 
and point out wilat was already 
painfully obvious to the people in 
the White House who were riding 
this bucking bronco of public opin- 
ion. Don't invade a country unless 
you know what you are invading to 


EU leaders quibble while the world burns 


bad debts, The next, frightening 
stage is for Japar to start selling ita 
US Treasury bonds and other for- 
eign holdings, which would, in turn, 
threaten US and European markets, 

Meanwhile in the United States 
there was a double setback to the 
authority of the presidency, In fail- 
ing to win congressional approval 
for fnsttrack authority of legislation, 
Bill Clinton has suffered a dreadful 
reverse in what had been so far a 
historical achievement, the building 
of a freetrading global economy in 
which Washington stood as tinchpin 
and guarantor. The brakes have 
been applied to the building of the 
institutions of the new global econ- 
omy, just as the tumbling dominoes 
from Thailand to Malaysia, Indone- 
sia to Korea, Japan to Brazil, show 
just how integrated the world has 
become, 

Nor should we look to Europe. 
The special jobs summit in Lıuıxenı- 
bourg proved to be extraordinarily 
introspective, with the usual aquab- 
bling on the sldelines between 
Britain and Spain over Gibraltar, 
Greece and the rest about Turkey, 
and the French against the Swedes 
and Danes on who should attend 
which meetings about the new ain- 
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Clinton finds little 
joy in foreign affair 
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____ Martin Kettle 


Ta cise the latest 


Iraq crisis United States 

policy wobbled occasionally 
but remained broadly consistent. lis 
publicly stated aim was the full conı- 
pliance by Iraq with all United 
Nations resolutions. In Geneva, in 
the early hours of November 20, 
Iraq appeared to concede on exactly 
those terms, Yet there is little air of 
satisfaction in Washington this 
week at the achievement of the out- 
come that America sought, Why is 
this so? 

The answer, as wilh so much else 
in the Clinton presidency, Hes prin- 
cipally in domestic politics. Until 
well into the firat week of the crisis, 

| Clinton was having an autumn he 
would rather forget. His major pol- 

. icy initiative of the congressional 

session — a bill to arm himself with 
~ the power io make “fast track" free- 
trade deals — had been hurnlliat- 
ingly rebuffed by Congress, with 
his own party leading the campaign 
against him. 

His campaign fund-raising activi- 
ties were endlessly under the micro- 
scope, His much vaunted educatlon 
policy was going nowhere, Con- 
gress was refusing to do almost 
anything that he asked without de- 
nıanding anti-abortion laws in re- 


n 


Europe this week 
___ Martin Walker 


UROPE'S 15 political leaders 

were so concerned with paper- 
ing over the cracks belween policies 
at their special jobs summit last 
week that they might be accused of 
fiddling while Rome burned. 

The threat of economic meltdown 
in the Pacific Rim is now real, after 
the collapse of the South Korean 
currency and the fall of the Japan- 
ese stock market to levels at which 
the Japanese banks may no longer 
have the capital base to sustain their 
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Hague sacks MP 
after poll setback 


UK NEWS 9| 
Labour to hand Ecclestone’ |, 
1m gift to cancer charity 


ABOUR is to donate the £1 mil | milion donati i 
ج‎ 17 i ê Commons floor, but Li it received from Bernie Ec- | nessman, Robert E a e 1 
ج ي‎ Templelori urged therm tb ine. ula One boss, to | Planct Hollywood restaurants. 
mg ORY morale sank lo ney and fet ã cancer charity in an attempt to get Although 2 | Advis 
depths last week after William The Prime Mini i ell eff the hook i bace 1 Couemıment of ie len, 
Hague forced one of his MPs | bour, me Minister, İn Luxem.- ip debAcle, jg ACEO | ing the gre ment on the Mien 
Î € ok i ob Sponsorship débAcle, i inai 
to cross to the Labour benclıeg and r Hague for hie, er E ٠ oe weekend thai ê aê OL | 


saw his party huniliated in 1wo by- 
elections on November 20, 

Mr Hague, intent on getting all 
the news over in one (lay, 
sacked Peter Tenple-Morris — a 
Conservative MP for 2.1 years and a 
pro-European — for disloyalty. 

The move immediately reopened 
Tory wounds. Michael Heseltine 
protested at the "unwise and unnee- 
essary" sacking, and the former 


he was not seeking 
favours fronı Mr Blair. 

He said: “Î have no hidden 
agenda, no policy I wish to influ . 
gence, no favour to curry on my own - 
behalf or to benefit my company, 

“1 believe this government to be 
dynamic, honest ancl absolutely 
comnıHted to creating a new and | ' 
beter sociely for Britain. I anı 
Proud to be able to contribute to 


scepticism. “The Conservatives just 
haven't learnt anything from their 
defeat on May 1. And iudleed they 
seem almost, as the Labour party 
WaS back in the early 1980s, to be 
drawing the opposite lessons from 
the ones that they shoul draw." 
The Winchester result in particu- 
lar, which saw a Liberal Democrat 
majority of two converted into 
21.556, destroyed any hopes that a 


The surprise gesture is one of a 
Number of moves over the next 
week intended to rebuilrl Labour's 
former reputation as both anti- 
sleaze and anti-smoking, 

„he choice of a cancer charity 
will help to ınollify health hadies, 
whose representatives were due to 
meet Tony Blair at Downing Street 
on Tuesclay to protest at tlie 


Peter Temple-Morria: the MP 
will sit on Labour benches 


Morris said that even lıaving a free 
vate on the issue of a European sin- 


Government's decision to 1 

party char n E 1 gle currency wasn't enougth for hi F e 

: y revival Ws uy Cy wa: ; Min. | Formula One from the pro, oscl 1 i 
a Haye aginst beie | O TE 4 0 He was still #oing to entertain the tobacco advertising ban, e a E he 0 


lainted with "nasty nationalism”, 


idea of gûlng on to another party. 
But rightwing Tories celebrated, ar- 


lea been considering a donation tu 
Its like running a football team 


Becker Labour, bul lis gift had been "accel. 


on E r en the row was raging earlier 


seat, in spite uf its own troubl vw 1 | ig month, Sir Patrick Neill the | erate : 
make a e ا‎ ments helped | tobacco sponsorship of mofo e 1 0 ا‎ i Tablo, i dards 1 e nee are we 
i more cohesive Jine on ing, whiclt in the end may have pre- Î time," Thal is 0 ا ج‎ B10 2 n E EL lo 1 ier 
vented it taking lhe seat. i 


return Mir Ecclestone's £1 million. 
A Labour Source sail that the 
Party will first formally offer to hand 
the £1 million back to Mr Eecie- 
slone. Bul the head of Formula One 


Mr Temple-Morris, who will take 
his Seat as the Independent One- 
Nation Conservative MP for Leg 


minster, predicted the Tories "wilt 
never be 


for Public Health, Tessa Jowell. 
Ineets other European Liiion minis. 
lers lo discuss the ban on tobaee 
advertising, 


can't proceed like that in a political 


€ byelection results and Mir | party and Tım afraid he had to go." 


Tenmple-Murris's sacking unrlerline 
the Conservative Party's iuternal 
tensions over’ Eurupe, 


She elaine last w 


head this week when the Minister | 
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el : : 1 af thal Faorımula Che's ox nipti : 
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million, iı prob. 
lem iu finding lhe £1 million, Bur 
that has now been resnlvecl by a £1 
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e's “extreme” party and Majority 22 
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Years would be somieling iat mos 
people would be happy la go along | 


will,” le said. 1 


Mr Hague said: “Peter Temple- 
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fur her "abundance of tolerance". 
On lhe following day, she returned 
Ihe compliment, declaring: “He is 
sameone wlio doesn'l take easily to | 
conıplimenis, but le has, quile sin 
ply. heen nıy slrength and stay all 
these years.” 

Earlier, lhe royal couple had at- 
tended a gullen wedding anniver- 
sary ol thanksgiving al Westminster 
Abbey. The congregation belted oul 
Praise, My Soul The King of 
Heaven, a hymn cliosen by the 
Queen for her welding service halî 
acenlury ago. 

Outside, on the pavement, a four | . 
deep crowd af foreign tourists, royal | F 
acolytes draped in Unioıı capes, and 
pensioners from the Hone Cour 
lies shuffled patiently beneath their | i 
brollies, 

Why werc they here? “To stop 
Rupert Murdoch from becoming 
president,” one of ihe crowd, Gay 
Fearn, replied. 


1 


În her most crucial speech since 
the death of Diana, Princess af 
Wales, the Queen said the royal 
family would endeavour te inlerprel 
public opinion correctly. In reınarks 
thal came close to contrition, she 
said: “For us, a royal family .. . tle 
message is oflen harder to read, 
obscured as it can be by (leference, 
rhetoric or the conflicting currenis 
of public opinion. But read it we 
must.” 

She went on: "I have done my 
best, with Prince Philip's constant 
love and help, to interpret il cor- 
rectly through the years of our maı- 
riage and of my reign as your 
queen. And we slıall, as a family to- 
gether, try to do so in the future.” 

The speech demonstrated thal 
the Queen is willing to countenance 
change and is trying to come to 
terms with the disastrous week 
which followed the death of Diana. 
The Queen also paid a warnı tribute 
to her husband, In his speech at the 


Golden day . .. The Queen and Prince Philip are met by clergy at Westminster Abbey 


Queen hints at change for monarchy 


Luke Harding 


HE Queen marked her golden 

wedding anniversary last week 
by giving the clearest signal yet that 
the monarchy is preparetl to accept 
radical change, 

In a speech which hinted at 
future constitutional reform — but 
fell short of making any explicit 
commitments — she conceded that 
the royal family had to “read” public 
opinion if it was to survive, Heredi- 
tary monarchy, like the Govern- 
ment, only existed with the support 
and consent of the people, she said. 

The Queen was speaking at the 
Banqueting Hall in Whitehall at a 
lunch held in her and the Duke of 
Edinburgh's honour by the Govern 
ment to mark their Š0th wedding 
anniversary. She sat at a table with 
Tony Blair, while Prince Philip was 
seated with Cherie Blair. They were 
Joined by “ordinary” people chosen 
43 a cross-section of the nation, at 


the "People's Banquet", Guildhall, the Duke praised his wife Î Castle restored, page 23 | 
“1 
. 
Magazine Woman ‘sex-mad and superficial 
“Magazine Woman has ea- is huge and expanding, More | 
Kamal Armed caped from the kitchen only to than 3.7 million people buy 
E HAVE had new man and | get as far as the bedroom,” said | magazines that ihe report mo | 
new lad; yuppies, bupples | Kenneth Minogue, former pro- tored every month, and it is 
and dinkies. Now a new apeciea | feasor of political science at the likely that at least double that 
iş stalking soclety — Magazine London School of Econamics, number read them. 
Woman. who is one of the authora of the Traditional titles such a8 
A report by the Social Affaira ' report. “The likely response to Woman and Woman’s Own were 
Unit, published this week, these magazines would be aaton- | joined in the 1980s by a ت‎ 
accuses women’s magazines of ishment at the extent to which plethora of magazines aimed 
patronising their millions of sex is king. My impression is of | younger, affluent women with 
readers with a constant diet of bittinesa and triviality.” careers and short-term relation’ 
sex, fashion, and articles on the The report, which atudied ships to juggle. 3 
intricacies of getting into or out 11 ofthe leading women’s maga- Magazine editors bit a 
of serious relationships. zines, said that they rarely dealt | saying that the publications 
It says that publishers are out | with serious issues, such as poli- | very popular. “We are only . 
oftouch with their readers, and | tics or bringing up children, and | ing to a specific type of e . 
think them “selfish, superficial that they painted a picture of the 28- to 29-year-old who 2 
and obaegsed with sex", They women as rude and vulgar louts. | single, intelligent and afflûe' 0 
are lazy, incompetent, live in a “Magazine Woman will leave aald Mandi Norwood, editor o 
value-free world, and like to her husband or partner if she Cosmopolitan. a 
treat tragedies as entertainment. | takes the alightest fancy to an- “No, we do not talk about 
Critictsing pıubHeationa such other man,” the report says. being marrled or having 0 1 
as Cosmopolitan, Marie Claire, “Men, for her, seem to be dren, just as we wouldn't lng 
Elle and Tatler, the report by the nothing but sex objects, to be about being dead or garden ` 
right-of-centre think tank anya alternately hankered over, de- “I would Hke to get those and 
that instead of empowering sired, scorned or ridiculed. demics that wrote the repor i 
women with a positive Image of “In short, she is as crude, rub their noses in the piles ۴ 
themselves, the magazines actu- j offensive and unpleasant as the correspondence we get o : 
ally create an unflattering, de- most obnoxious of men.” how helpful and enjoyable €: 
meaning picture, ‘The women’s magazine market | magazine ia.” ت‎ 


8 UK NEWS 


Î The Week In Britain James Lewis 


Legacy of Diana's death 
proves costly for Charles 


opposition to the plan by the Health 
Secretary, Frank Dobson, and the 
Deputy Prine Minister, John 
Prescott. Comment, page 12 

Finance, page 19 


N ATTACK on the servile atti- 
tudes of TV programme makers 
was launched by Tony Garnett, a 
producer who has given the small 
screen some dramatic conımen- 
1aries on social issues, including 
Kathy Come Hoıne and This Life, 
The thrust of his cornplaint to the 
Drama Forum in London was that 
today's writers had succunıbed to a 
cullure of censorship and pandered 
to tlıe new government. “We have a 
Government seething with sancti- 
mony,” he sail. “Moves to extend 
the threshold to 1Opnı. Moves to 
stop characters doing or saying 
many of the things we all do or say 
in life. They wort rest until TV 
ciramıa is sanitised in a Barbie Doll 
world where real hurnan life is un- 
recognisable." 


E environmental group Green- 
peace said it was considering 
withdrawing its contributions to the 
new exhibition on genctically 
modifled foocl at Lorkclon's Science 
Museum, claiming that the displays 
were biased and underplayed the 
risks to consurners. 

Tessa Jowell, the minister respon- 
sible for public health, said that 
slringent regulations on the food in- 
dustry demonstrated the priority 
given to health by the Government. 
But protesters denounced the 
Future Foods? exhibition as “propa- 
ganda" and compleined about DNA 
manipulation, the promotion of 
selectively-bred cereals and vegeta- 
bles, and herbicidal crop-spraying. 


IM O'DONNELL, a quintessen- 

tial City high-flyer, abandoned 
mammorı for God, at a cost to him- 
self of nearly £1 mlllion a year, when 
he quit his job as a stockbroker to 
become a Roman Catholic priest. 

Mr O'Donnell, a former Ameri- 
can football player, said he would 
leave his job as chief executive of 
the equities division of James Capel 
in London at the end of the year and 
would begin his priestiy duties next 
summer İn the US, where his new 
salary is expected to be around 
$10,000 plus board, lodging and, of 
course, the prospect of eterna! life. 


1 BEUEVE IN TOUGH LOVE TON, SO 
VE NIEKED MY MUMS BE 


RINCE CHARLES decided not 

to try to recover the £17 million 
divorce settlement he reached a 
year ago with Diana, Princess of 
Wales, even though it now means 
he will have to pay an additional 
£8 ımillion in inheritance tax on her 
estate. The money would otherwise 
have had to be paid by their sons, 
Princes Wiliam and Harry, 

After their divorce, which in- 
creased the vnlue of her estate to 
around £21 million, the princess 
surprisingly failed to make a new 
will, which rendered her assets 
liable to tax. Lawyers for the Prince 
of Wales originally sought to exploit 
a loophole that night have enabled 
hinı to recover the £17 millkn and 
place it in trust for his sons, but 
thought belter of it. 

As part of a deal wilh with the 
Inland Revenue in 1983, when the 
Queen agreed to pay income fax, 
the royal farnily also ıncdleı'took that 
its laxalion arrangements would be 
“dealt with in a straightforward 
manner", Prince Charles evidently 
felt that to try 1o exploit a tax avoid- 
ance loophole, however legitimale, 
might be scen by tlıe public as seek- 
ing special treatment for the royals 
and become aııother PR disaster for 
the Windsor family. 

Jolın Major, the former prime 
minister, has agreed, wilh the ap- 
proval of Downing Street and the 
Queen, to act as a legal guardian to 
pratect the young princes’ inheri- 
tance. Mr Major, a former banker, 
is also expected to advise on the 
intellectual property rights which 
belong to the princess's estate. Such 
rights, covering her image, signa- 
ture and name, have the potential to 
earn millions, but they will also be 
liable to tax. 


Hater HARMAN, the Social 
Security Secretary, was sald to 
have been given "a roasting" by 
MP's at a private meeting of the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party over the 
Government's decision to cut bene- 
fits for lone parents by up to £11 a 
week. It was the most significant 
backbench rebellion of the new 
Parliament, in which disaffected 
leftwingers were jolned by new MPs 
previously thought to be docile 

Blairites, 

The new Social Security Bill will 
mot reverse cuts worth £390 millon 
made in last year's Tory budget, 
which will include abolishing a 
higher single-parent rate of both 
income support and child benefit. 
Officials admit that they will cast an 
average of £6 a week to some of the 
Poorest groups in sociely, though 
Ms Harman is offering a “Ncw 
Deal" which, she clainıs, will enable 
mere lone parents lo get off welfare 
andl back into work, 

Her opponents guoled Mis Har- 
man's promise, a ycar ago, to of 
puse the very benefit cuts sle is 
naw intent on pushing through. She 
admitted that shê was not happy 
about what she was doing but said il 

was one of the “tough choices" 
which the Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, has repeateclly warned his 
lollowers lo expect. 

There was further trouble behind 
1he scenes over plans to cut social 
security benefits for the nation's 
û.5 million disabled. Although pre- 
cise details have yet to be agreed, 
there was said to be strong Cabinet 
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Care system fails to protect 


David Brindle 


نے 


young 


away from home are the responsi 


bility of us all Many have be r 1980s, Allegations in north Wales 


response to the team's report Al- 


INISTERS plan sweeping | don a ly r are separately the subject of a public | though he made no nmıeatton of 
. at in | inquiry. 1 inî indicated 
ا‎ 1 fu . 
2 2 ا‎ e they are looked after Sir William's team has confirmed 0 e 
ing away from home, after an offi The report was produced by a re. oa i ا ت‎ E 
clal report warned that abusers | view team led by Sir Willlam Utting, | often ei E e ا‎ allele ao ich ica. 


paralleled in Scotland with publica- 
tion of a corresponding report by 
Roger Kent, a former social work di- 
rector, was welcomecl by child wel. 


a former chief inspector of social 
Services, who was asked by the last 
government to check on existing 
safeguards for an estimated 200,000 


could 0 gaping holes in exist The team's central recomme dı 
8. e 
ay tion is that the children's home sec- 


Frank 
rank Dobson, the Health Secre- tor must be rehabilitated as an 


tary, sald the report presented "a 


woeful E ire ol غ‎ a a ا‎ spend at least 28 dayg young peop a corTodalinz e harilles and social care 
provide ` | away from their family home in 3 0 E 
a r Ê of the most vulnera- authority care, at 0 a 0 taking a clear lead in the Mike Taylor, director of chil 


dren's services at the NSPCC, said: 


or in some other institution, "Despite the high 


Mı 
The review was ordered in re r Dobson fell short of accept- 


Promising a full Programme of ing this outright, but announced he 


policy and management changes, 


proflle given to 
cases of abuse in residential care, 


0 Sponse to allegations of widespread | would lead 2 ۴ : ا‎ 0 
the minister told the Comma, physical and sexual abc joa | Would lead 2 croseWhitehall minis- | the Utting report highlights that alj | : ® HSA Setretary siéülcl take. ; 
3 0 in chil | te — ineludi 0 gghts that all | : jf ejuiry arin 

“These vulnerable children ving | dren's homes during i 0 ا ا‎ E 0 iren jg away from home are ا‎ ino boarding 2 


Network of 
child prisons 
to be set up 


UPTO 


Alan Travis 
TCETCTIT™ Take notice 
rate jails to hold offenders 
under 18 is to be set up by the of Our 90-D ay 
Home Office alter a stinging report 
by the Chief Inspector of Prisons Account 
0 way’ teenage prisoners are 1 
3 ۴ ٠ i 

Sir David Ramsbotham says he is O0 2 a 

8 iy 2g oaditions en- ,000* and over 
y the 2, teen i 

pi iains Jails thal he believes the N E Paid gross 
1 ison Service is no longer fit to bı e Int 
E ge 2 carned from day 
n 2 2 e a children BORE 

der 18 should be held in prison," ۰ € e limi 
sail Sir David last week. "The Prison GRC 55 1 Ibe GE 
0 0 1 an organisa- ) sactions ۰ 

2 : 

deal wit children, O WPPed to i. e Penalty-free withdrawals 

The Prison Service responded by on 90 days’ notice 


outlining plans for up to eight sepa- 
rate juvenile jails which would hold 

aged up to 18. At present, 
teenage offenders are mixed in witlı 
the 11,000 inmates aged 21 and 
under in Young Offender Institu- 
tions and adult prisons, 


e Immediate access subject 
to 90 days’ loss of interest 
on amount withdrawn 


e Same day turnaround on 


MINIMUM 
BALANCE 


£100,000+ 


ANNUAL INTEREST 
GROSS PA. 


2 Ciel eecrs 4850,000 deposits and withdrawals 
ers, published last 425,000 
week, says the conditions faced by ا‎ 0y POSE, E 
7 ost ee nates anges or telephone 
Increases the chances of 1 
their reoffending, In many cases rl : 2 a idly confidential 
ng numbers and cost-cutting meang 


service : 


that were too 

small, with too few staff to ensure 

their time was. properly occupied, 
ays the report, 

The Chief Inspector cites cases 


_ Monthly interest also available 
Call us now for full details @ +44 1624 681100 
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The Week 


T HE Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, has ruled that Myra 
Hindley, given a life sentence for 
the Iilling of five children in the 
196Û0s, will spend the rest of her 
days belıind bars. The declston 
comes as Mr Straw tries to ease 
jail overcrowding by electroni. 
cally tagging 6,000 offenders, 


OHN MORRIS, the attorney 

general, has announced that 
the former governor of Hong 
Kong, Chris Pattern, will not be 
prosecuted over allegations tbat 
he gave classified documenta to 
his biographer. The decision has 
angered the Foreign Office and 
MIG. Intelligence considerations 
outweighed the public interest, 
Mr Morris said, 


TO men robbed Cartler jew. 
ellers of gems worth up to 
£1 million by climbing on to a 
roof and smashing a skylight at 
the company’s London work- 
shop. Two employces disturbed 
in the raid were unharmed. 


LAN DEACON, the son ofa : 


helicopter winchman who 
died after rescuing 10 seamen 
from a ship off Shetland, has 
claimed the vessel should never 
have left port. Mr Deacon, 
whose father William drowned, 
said the crew of the Green Lily 
had been motivated by money in 
setting sail in extreme weather. 


IGHT police forces have 

taken part in a co-ordinated 
raid aimed at a child pornogrê’ 
phy network. Two public schools 
and the homes of three teachers 
were searched in the culmina- 
tion of a three-year investigation. 


TT HE Royal Shakespeare 
Company has announced 


dehts of £1.6 million. The com” 

pany blamed urıderfunding from 
the Arts Council and a decline i1 
theatre attendance. 


AMES SMITH lıas been ser’ 

tenced to life imprisonment 
for the sadlatic murder of his 
17-year-old girlfrlend, Kelly 
Anne Bates, eh خا‎ 
Smith gouged out 8 eye, 
tortured her and kept her pri 
.oner for a month at hia home. 


OBBIE WILLIAMS, the for: 

mer Take That singer, Wa8 : 
ordered to pay £90,000 to his i 
former manager, Nigel 


Sınith, after the singer walked :| j 


out on the group. Williams n0 
faces a legal bill of more than : 
£250,000. 2 
1 


“THE new Britah Library's h 
manities reading room bê 
opened in London. It repl4c 
the old British Museum's r0 

reading room, now closed. : 


ESET EOE 
HE DANDY dormic has bA ! 
Te feverse ã declsln to 4% ;! 
cartoon character Desperate! 
`Î: Dan after protests. D.C T0’ e 
has resurrected the cowboy": 
readers and newspapers c0, 
plained and BBC Radio 4P 
debate on the subject. ' 


a 
Es 
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Nature watchdog labelled a failure 


able or unwilling to take the lead,” 
says the report, 

English Nature was established 
in 1991 after the break-up of the Na- 
ture Conservancy Council. Funded 
by government, it employs 700 peo- 
ple, including many leading ecolo- 
gists. Its main roles are to protect 
England's SSSIs and to strengthen 
government conservation policy. 

But the report accuses it of failing 
on both counts, In six years, EN has 
prosecuted only two people for dam- 
aging protected sites, even though 
there have been more than 1,000 
known cases of deliberate damage. 

An _ English Nature spokesman 
said: “This anonymous report is rid- 
dled with errors. It is entertaining 
fictlon but we don’t believe it needs 
to be taken too serlously." 


E E SS SE MESS E 
Charity ‘sent equipment Ex-spy admits 
to the Croatian militia’ 


secrets deal 


RGD Tonlingon, the first 
MI6 agent to be prosecutetl for 
secrets offences since the Soviet 
spy George Blake 36 years ago, sald 
on Monday he had no alternative to 
pleading guilty even though the in- 
formation he disclosed was “trivial”, 
Richard Norton-Taylor reports, 

He said he had wanted to plead 
not gullty but the draconian nature 
of the Official Secrets Act made it 
impossible — there was no public 
interest defence. “I would have been 
giüilty even if I had disclosed the 
colour of the carpets in the office,” 
he said. 

Mr Tomlinson, who was commit 
ted for sentencing to the Old Bailey, 
is likely to serve significantly less 
than the maximum two-year prison 
term. ا ن‎ 2 

Colin Gibbs, prosecuting counsel, 
told the court in central London that 
Mr Tomlinson ‘had prepared a 
severrpage synopsis of a proposed 
book for the Australian branch of 
‘Transworld Publishers in Sydney. 

. The, synopsis was obtained. by 
Special Branch ‘officers, They 
passed it to MI6,:whû aid It con- 
tained information about .trajning, 
operations, sources and methods, 

However; Owen Davies, counsel 
for Mr Tomlingon, said the synopsis 
posed “no ‘substantial or realistic 
danger to national security”. 


land's 4,000 most protected Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 
are physically deteriorating or 
under threat, and that English 
Nature is “unwilling to stand up for 
nature İn difficult cases”. 

The report, which was partly 
compiled from interviews with EN 
staff, cites examples such as the 
Newbury bypass, the Avon Gorge, 
peat moors in Yorkshire, and many 
others where EN has done little or 
nothing in the face of destruction. It 
claims EN has even undermined 
local people's attempts to save na- 
ture and is encouraging Industry to 
destroy important sites, 

“It has been the voluntary sector 
and local people who have tried to 
secure the best outcome for wildlife 
in the face of an English Nature un- 


as responding as “a friend to a 
friend”. 


He admitted that the handcuffs 
were ‘handed over to the local mill- 
tary, but were for coping with peo- 
ple who were “stealing food”, and 
he claimed that the camouflage nets 
were intended for humanitarian, not 
military use. 

The Appeal] sent out more than 
200 vehicles, ex-ambulances, Jeeps, 
lorries and private cars. 

Former Appeal workers in Bosnia 
were horrified to see these vehicles 
in the hands of the HVO, 

„ One Appeal worker, Katie Grif 
fiths, was so concerned that she 
wrote a letter to Mîr Ellis in August 
1993, whicli said: “I was told . . . that 
the two most recent convoys of vehi- 
‘cles are to be handed over to the 
HVO. 1 feel strongly that the Medju- 
gorje Appeal absolutely must not 
participate.in, or abet, a political or 
military agenda. It is playing with 
fire." 


re, 
She also criticised Mr Ellis as “at 
tempting to wear two hata — one as 
„a charity with: Iıumanitarlan alms, 
one as a friend of the Croats in that 
on." 0. < 


was the object of the Catholic Croat 
| ian forces’ ethnic cleansing of Mus- 
lims, the allegations are particularly 
damaging to the Appeal, - ... .. 


Ellis for equipment, according to a | regi Re 
Given that the area of Medjügorje 


10 UK NEWS 
Î Tuition fees 
‘may be 
hard to pay’ 


John Carvel 


٠ TE Government this week ad- 
mitted that students may have 
trouble paying the £1,000 means- 
tested tuition fee which ministers 
want to impose or full-time under- 
graduates starting in higher educa-- 
tion next year. 

In a letter to vicechancellors, it 

: | asked the universities to act "sensi- 

| tively" when they caıne to levy the 
charge “to avoid the discourage- 
ment of students who would have 
difficulty in finding up to £1,000 
prior to entering a course”, 

Legislation to introduce the fee 
and abolish the student mainte- 
nanice grant was due to have its firat 
reading in the Lorıls this week. It 
has been separated from the Educa 
tion BIll ta ensure that opposition to 
the university-charging policy could 
not jeopardise the progranıine to 
raise school standards, 

The Education and Employment 
Secretary, David Blunkett, won sup- 
port for fees at last month's Labour 
conference, after promising that they 
would only be charged to students 
whose families could afford to pay. 
‘The poorest third of undergraduates 
would be exempt and another third 
would pay only part. 

Dougias Trainer, president of the 
National Union of Students, said the 
letter anıounted to an admission 
that the fees would cause problems 
for institutions and students. “De- 
spite the Governments rhetoric, the 
fees will be a deterrent to many 


Barren land 


John Vidal 


NGLISH Nature, the Govern- 
E ments conservation watch- 

dog, is accused of turning a 
blind eye to deliberate destruction 
of some of the country's most im- 
portant environmental sites in a 
damning report by the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature. 

The report, compiled with the 
help of 50 professional canserva- 
tionists working in and outaide gov- 
ernment, criticises English Nature 


would-be students,” he said. as being secretive, defeusive and 
It is understood that applications ımaccountable, and of failing to pro- 

to the Universities and Colleges Ad- | tect wildlife, 

missions Service are about 7.5 per The most farreaching analysis 

cent down on the equivalent period yet af the culture and practice of the 

last year, but there could be a late gixyear-old government agency ar 


surge before next month's deadline, 


Aitken aided 
by Arab cash 


gues that almost two-thirds of Eng- 


ONATHAN AITKEN, the dla- 
ل‎ graced former cabinet minig- RESalolne Bunn 
ter, launched his libel action THE Charity Commission has 
against the Guardlan and frozen the bank accounts of a 
Granada with money provided charity which raised millions of 
by his main Saudî backer, . pounds for victims of tlhe Bosnian 
Prince Mohammed bin Fahd, war after allegations that ope of its 
writes David Pallieter. trustees, Bernard Ellis, arranged to 
The informatlon is contained deliver military equipment to the . 
in a hook, The Liar, written by Croatian milîtin, 
Guardian Journalists and due to Mr Ellis arranged for the Medju- 
be published by Penguin on gorje Appeal to send muore than 200 
December 4. vehicles — including former Min- 
It comes out flve months after istry of Defence troop carriers — 
Scotland Yard started an inquiry Î and large quantitles of military uni- 
into perjury allegntlons agalnat forms, along with camouflage nets 
Mîr Altken, who withdrew from and handcuffs, to Medjugorje, a 
his libel case after documents Catholic Croat area of Bosnia, and 
showed that he bad lied to the the slte of the world-famous shirine 
court, to the Virgin Mary, at the height of 
The inquiry, led by Detéctive the ethnic cleansing. ' 2 
Chief Inspector Geoff Hunt of . Mr Ellis, the executive.trustee of 
the Organised Crime Group, has | the Appeal, has been temporarily 


not yet produced a report for the 
Director of Publle Prosecutions. 


suspended because of “serious er- 
rors of judgment”, the Charity Come 


A spokeswoman for the Crown | mission sald last week, 
Prosecution Service said it was Dragan Kosina, the brigade com- 
not expecting the investigation to | mander in charge of supplies for the 


Croatian militia, the HVO, in Medju- 
gorje, made specific requests to Mr 


be completed for several morıtha. 
Guardian inqulirlea after the 
libel case collapsed in June have 


revealed that up to $200,000 Channel 4 Dispatches documentary. 
was handed over by the prince _ Mr Ellis admits that he arranged 
after he had seen a video record” “forthe Appeal to send out 10 troop 
ing of Granada’s World In Action | carriers -as well as handcuffs and 
progranune, Jonathan Of Arabia. | camouflage iets, and. defends this 
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Shining Path rebels 
return to haunt Peru 


Nicole Bonnet in Satipo plitiously enrol the local ` 


“But sooner or 
HE Peruvian government 0 


thought it had dealt a mortal 
blow to the Shining Path 
٣ if arrested iis 
Abinael Guzman, in 1992. 


they (lid from 1983 on,” 
Ashaninka Indian lead 
C outoricon, deputy mayor 
river district, near the Enc, 
what he is talking 
Sada brothers, who 
1 movement in Pan. 
gon, are his cousins, Lik 
are primary school teac 
are trying fo re-eslal 
tonımunity so [hey can 
of it again," Contorican 


movement when 


again in the depths of 


Pangoa district, 350km east ûf the 


lalest sıırprise attacks 
rench firm Compagnic 
Geoplysique (CGC) tu 
setsmict survey it had 
Spent A year carryîng out for the oil 
uitaine. The CGC 
playees redundant 
le end of the summer and has 
now virtually abandoned its en- 
“ampment ear the Satipo river, 

of the motorbike- 
gS în the site's few visi 
„deeply concerned. "The 
y's departure was a disaster 
inhabitants of §; 
Ls ù sign that tlıe terrorisls 
cginning lo lay down the law 


night and day, bu 
allowed to pursue iı 
that is official policy, 
to get thé upper hand.” 

5 of the setlers" sill. 
Btoups, the znRderos. ian 
PpY too. The arniy re 
a hand, convinced thal 
JUSl a crank wha leuels 1 
fare nf 30 murrrillas. 


cornpany EléAq 
made i1s B5 enı 


French lessons... Chirac at the Francophone summit in Hanoi 1 


Chirac’s flawed Francophone democracy 
SESE GAD 


and made it cl 
wanted to be trea 
consideration in 
Sgrundlement, as ex- 
Hanoi summit, is 
It probably stema in 
large part from a crisis of confl- 
r of being aban- 
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“subversives" lave rid 
inreacis, simply paint ovr 
alls of San Mar 
call for a “"people"s wa". 
ka and the roncleras rı i 
cal. They fecl the nıili- 
prepared for this kind ul 


a rejuvenated, forwaڊ‎ 
and cleaned-up 


longer obsessively 


ا ر ج 
President Jacques‏ 
forei‏ 


2 ign 
Ploys is to do a lot of bac 


ted with greater gus. a column of Shining 


sS kidnapped 30 of the 
ear Devil's Canyon, on 
the Ene river, They threatened to 
execule their host, 


were given food, 
medicine, batteries 


embodies an gli 

And while he ages unless they 
clothes, shoes, 
and radio equip- 
has been our domain 
Fs,” their spokesman ex 
‘You installed yourselves 
out our authorisation. 


ter, the hostages were 


ded happily thanks 
participation of the re. 
commander, General 
1e negotiations,” says 
ntative, Bernarcl Sore. 

de Pangoa district, 
tipo province, has 


» That technique 0 0 

Pp of that, Shining Path lı 
too well at the e cal allies: the drug trafickers. Lit 
le coca is grown in 
apari from the south nı 
taro river and Apurim 
“labs” where coca is 
ted before being ex- |. 
or Colombia by traf ا‎ 


difficult 
red defeat at the : 


US after having 
8 of many othera, 
enchmanu, partic- 
regarda the conflict in 


now toying with 
directing its hand- 
other continents, 
lings of discontent 
countries had the 
ing what kind of 


for Boutros-Ghali 
ment Chirac is som 
argues that the beg: 
moting democracy 
righta is to set a g0 


chemically trea! 
ported to Brazil 
fickers who use th 
trails througlı the j . : 
ty of Ashaninka Indi. |1, 

renî recently captured | ` 
ckers and handed them 
at the Morales base 
er bank of the Ene, 
the traffickers were re. 
ile Jaime Velasquez, tha 


But, as became evident at the 
i summit, the cholce of 
tros-Ghall was above ali a 
because it helped to 


sanctlone, Boutrog- 
posed” electon hag 
unfortunate tllustra- 


a mistake, because 
was not the ideal 
across the image of 


mines the credibility of lta e 
secretary-general. 
(November 18) 


‘political plot’ 


are “pure fabrication”. 
t few years,” he sald 


for the firat time, Afri 
tries ahowed their 


F1 Mundo claims porn video a 


ق 
From a Correspondent In Madrid‏ 
RAPHIC videocag‏ 
used a political‏ 
For the past few‏ 


Campos, the head of an in 
2 ilon in the 


established ‘there 


for security, Rafael 
close collaborators of Gonza- 
1 nor officials in the 
interior ministry, : 
The accusations have turned a 
any Spanish found 
er droll into a political row, Ej 
ndo has based its accusationg on: 
reportedly given to 'the 
by the other protagonist İn 
deo, Exuperancia 
woman from Equatorial Guinea, 
She is believed to have been act 
Ing “on orders" to trap the man: 
Spain calls "JR", after, 
receiving $350,000 fro, 
Muiıdo accuses Vera, who hag been 
‘Iiplicated in the. 
f trying to “neutralise the 


: rding to Ramon. Jauregul, a | 
|mermber of the. Socialist ' party's 
executive tonimittee,; ` Ef Mundo's 


the’ ‘government’ | 

an and junior communica], 
Miguel Angel 'Ro--Î Th 

“The government has 


chosen to make ù 
tion of individuals 


Shinlig Path’ has readopted its 
ital sirategy, which is tè win ver 


/2 COMMENT hoven 30 o 


he pendulum îzzet | uXOr swells hatred of 
wings in Asia : 


a new negotiated context. Yevgeny Primakov seems 
ILL CLINTON and his reglonal summiteers in 


peed r ae aaa ee û û. | LEITONÎStS and tyrants 


French as well as the Russians clearly think that the 

E O ap i Ro a bound to gravitate towards its most 
: iracle e one they are | solutely right to insist that Iraq shoul € : 01 Tavitatc lowards ifs mos! 
E Ds اانا رت‎ Elite min- | UN e on carrying out its disarmament David Hirst exireme expression. That process is 
ter, Ryutaro Hashimoto, will join him wih a ner- programme. But there is no legal basis for the US's 8 3 far more advanced in Algeria, wlıere 
iua eye towards Monday’s decision in Tokyo on the | additional! demand that sanctons stay as long as HE VERY stability of the Mid- | all manner of clan and community 
ımaichi Securitles shut-down. President Kim | Preaident Saddam remains in power. The last few dle East is the root of the car- | conflicts have now grafted them- 
ung-sam has told the Korean people that they years have shown very clearly that the Iraqi leader is 1 nage at Luxor in Egypt. in selves on to the main struggle. But 
‘ust expect “bone-carving pain" as his country | not going to be removed either by overt preasure or | which 62 people died. This proposi- | Egypt is beginning lo calch up. 
rambles for help from the International Monetary | covert means, Whatever the arguments for or j tion may sound paradoxical, because The killers of Luxor first shot 
und. Out goes the success story of a “booming | agalnst military action, no one haa ever clalmed that | the oilrich region is held to be the | their victims and then, in Algerian 
sla”, which moved from slumea to skyscrapers in a | it could reliably deliver such a result. And the illu- | most turbulent on earth. Events such | slyle, wem at them witlı knives. 
ıeralion and offered a enviable model to the | sion about the solidarity of the West's Middle East | as Luxor only reinforce that view, They knew that they could strike no 
festern world. In comes a counter-miracle of | “alles” has also now been diapelled — if it had not But in one startling and ultimately | easier yet more devastating blow : 


: ing markets shaky finances propped u been shattered 1 . The last thing that despotic | disastrous way it really is the most | against their real enemy, the state. 
0 and E political structures whlch 7 regimes such a8 Sul Arabia wish to contemplate | stable. For it boasts the longest-serv- it was the regime-terrorist blood 
le US state department sald last weekend, could j is the averthrow of the region's greatest despot. | ing rulers in the Worlkl — proof feud that produced Luxor, but it is 
ive everyone a nasty bout of Aslan flu. This new Perhaps the maod might be different if the against any reckoning, any retribu- what produced the blood feud that 
ive of alarm may prove as unbalanced as the tide Palestinian peace process had not run so disas- tion, for the mistakes and miscalcu- ultimately counts for more. And that 
Teuphorla that has ebbed so fast. But it reopens all trously into the buffera, while the US stood idly by. lations or the monstrous crimes and has much less to do with Islam ihan 
rts of qıtestions, starting in Asia, which had been It would be reasonable now to look at ways of ex- | follies they have visited on their peo- j it does with those social, economic 
helved in the age of miracles, panding the “oil for food” programme which is due ples. The longevîty of dictators, such | and political woes that furnished the 
It was Mîr Clinton wlıo elevated the Asia Pacific | for review this week. The UN secretary-general, Kofi | as Iraq's Saddam Hussein and dy- Islamists with the impact they 
conoımic Co-operation (Apec) Forum in 1993 to Annan, has been considering this for some time, and | nasties such as the Sauds in Saudi would not otherwise have had. 
reglonal summit, as he shifted Washington’s | some confused leaking from Washington has sug- | Arabia, is an offence to modern no- : Itisin protest against these condi 
Ision further towards the Far Eaat, In doing so he | gested that the US too might allow some increase if | tions of justice, decency, democracy | tions that Islamism firsl arose. The 
"1s reinforcing what had already become a main Iraq complled on the inspectors iasue. How to | and human rights. tslanists seized the moral high 
trand of US diplomacy, In spite of the occasional avoid punishing the Iraqi people while continuing Yet, after Luxor, Western leaders ground against decadlent regiınes 
Rckward glance towards Europe, the Pacific | to maintaln sanctions against President Saddam is | found theınselves in the unfamiliar noulhing principles {hey never prac- 
asin was really the only vision on the horizon. As | a practical question as well aa one of principle. company of almost all these regimes | tisecl. And despile the herrurs perpe- 
ne tigers grew sleek and were jolned by super- How does this square with the doornaday view of | as they went through their custom- | trated in Islam's name, they لاتا‎ 
ıger China, the region seemed set to dominate the | Saddam as bent on acquiring a chemical and bio- ary expressions of outrage and sor- occupy much of tlıal soul. They 
ıew century: the task for the West was how to logical capacity — with which he will then avenge | row at the latest Middle Eastern dı „s0 because the regimes — in 
dapt this to ita beat advantage. There was an im- | himself on the world? If this were the case, it is not atrocity. The Islamic republic of | their undeserved clurabilily — haye 
ıortant political corollary as the cold war came to clear why he should have now compromised since | [ran, generally regarded as the foun- | done nothing by way of refurins to 
n end. Wlıat was happening in Asia was seen to he has not been previously deterred by the threat | tainhead of Islamist terror, callcd il | ub Ihem of heir allure’. (n the con- 
nderline the end of ideology and strategic con- | of force. The truth as always must be more “vile and inhuman". The Palestinian | Irıry, in countries such yp and 
ention that had held back global development for j blurred: whatever he may dream of, we are better | Hamas, besl knowıı for its suicide anttitions woatselt, 


nore than four decacles, Geo-economics would in placed to monitor and deter with the inspectors in- | bombings in Israel, sail it “tal Take, for example, Ihe “new rich 

uture prevail more than geo-politics, just ns long | side thau outside, ‘That is a step forward, and a | clemned this attack on civilians”, wlio flourish in Ihe slatlow ol hose 

18 the market econoınies continued to grow, cautious plus for diplomacy. There is no question thal the ter Û regimes. Their belıvitnir ix more 
In this revivalist atmosphere, there was a super- rorists are growing cleeply unpopu- | pruvutalive lo fhe mass of lle peo- 


ıtiious unwillingness to contemplate the other 
ılcle of the picture, The earlier bursting of Japan's 
wubble economy should already have sent a signal, 
- The political weakness and corruption of countries 


lar. They always were unpopular ple Iban any foruign Lourisls., Their 
B fit among the Arab ruling élites, the | curruplion,” sail a leading Egyptian 
ene 1 S In intelligentsia and large segments of | cconanis nail Sıtbri Alxlullah, 
the midille classes, who tend to be | “delegilimises even honestly ac 

wuch as Thailand and [ndoncsia were discounted the balance liberal, secular and nationalist. Bul quired weltlı." 
ı8 they too joined the miraculous change. Even they are also increasirıgly unpopular’ 
.oday, though the World Bank has now begun to among the masses who have been ACK of lape is perhaps evel 
‘acus attenlon on China's basic weaknesses — in- FQRGEL for the moment, the Labour Bill with- politica! Islam's natural conslitucncy. more serio Ilin malerial 
»luding lack of political reform and approaching drawing two special beneflts to one-parent fami- In Algeria, where the terror is {le misery. Only open pulllival sys- 
aıvironmental disaster — there haa been great re- ! liea, Forget Labour's secret proposals to cut social | most exlreme anc widesprcadl, it has | lems cart furnish hope. "Whal we 
luctance to explore the adversc effects upon China | security beneflts for Britain'a 6.5 million disabled | become a matler ol survival; tiene desperalely need,” said a former Ak 
2f a wider ccanomic collapse in the region. people. And ignore next April's change that will mit | ihe Groupes Islamiqucs Armées | gerim prinıe minister, Ahmad Han 
Almost overnight the question is now being Î payment of council tx benefit to poor people in | (GIA) have taken their carrıpaign roush, “is far more (leınoctacy, nol 


asked whether the miracle will turn into a night | larger houses, There is a meaner Labour measure | from seleclive assaulls on lhe sol | the less of il the regime ix giving us. 
mare, although more modest suggestions that the passing through Parliament. Firat drafted by the | diers, policemen aud secular intel Se il is Iba, in the Iwo cuunlries 
system was fluwed were often brushed aside as | Conservatives, Labour is proceeding to enact a rule | lectuals who serve the regime, inlo | where Ihe Islamisl oppKosil let las 
nnive only a short while ago. The problem is how to | that will menan tle maximum backdating social secu- random car bumbings and mosl re- lilely posed Ibe most serious 1lirenl, 


form a more balanced judgment in analysing world | rity offlces will allow for any benefit is one month, | cently, it is alleged, inlo the slaughe Û He regimes have minaged lo reeon- 
trends, rather than continue this penduluın swing | Harriet Harman, the Saclal Securit’ Secretary, has | ter of whole communilies. However, | solitlate tlie exlsling order. Tliey 
of verdicts, I[t was alwaya implausible that eco- | spoken ofan urgent need to identify the 600,000 el- | it is beconing increasingly evident | have done i buhinl a façade of 
derly people who are eligible for income support but | that the regime itself is manipulating femacray,. Very lillle has been 
due to confusion, ignorance or pride, don't claim it. | socalled “armed groups” for its own | Iuwarl for a long time about the once 
The sums forgone are anı average of £700 ($1,200) | sinister purposes. formidable Islamist movements of 
in a year. But now she is insisting that these con- In Egypt, in addition to the repug- | Ira and Syria, ever since ıe rival 
fused widows, and others equally poor, will only be | nance that mosil people fecl at these | Ba'athisl regimes, employing Ao 


to continue with trade liberalisaton in spite of | eligible for a mere four weeks of benefit, not the 52 | atrocities, they resent the economic | such niceties, crushed them. 


#sia's financial turmoil. Otherwise this would give Î weeks previously paid. This is pure robbery, Ifonly | consequences of terror, particularly It sometimes seems that the Us 
“the wrong signal". Yet the real signal needed ia | the social security system were better at relaying | the effect on the tourisl industry. only raises questions about Egypts: 
sonıe sign that Apec is capable of taking a critical | information on entitlement, there would be far The militants themselves, out of | hunıan rights record when it is ur: 
look at itself, and acknowledging that this is a king- | smaller numbers of unclaimed benefits. expediency perhaps as much as happy about President Hosni 


donı where too many monarchs are unclothed, A Labour government, which claims to want to | conviction, have been turning | Mubarak's failure to acquiesce İn 


end social exclusion and. reduce Inequality, has | against violence, Sonıe of the "his | America's larger strategic purposes 
been examining a long lat of options that would | toric chiefs" of Jihad and Gama'a al- | in the region. Israel is the chief ofits 
reduce a clutch of disability benefits, Ministers who | Islamıiya (the Islamic Group) called | concerns. But, for the’ Arabs, this 
have been talking publicly about enhancing disabled | on their followers to cease fire in overwhelming solicitude for the 
people's civil rights, have privately been examining | July; they were weary of the fight | welfare of Israel is the most اسیا‎ 
ways of withdrawing their aocial rigbts. A | which, after government successes, | ural element in the whole unnatural 
Government refusing to raise top income earnera’ | they knew they could never win, order. ٤ 
taxes, ia planning to tax those on the loweat income. So why, in this hostile environ- It is unfortunately all too true e 
Labour's move to reduce welfare dependency is | ment, did Luxor happen? The answer many of those who, like Hamas 
right. .Its welfare-to-work programme is right, But | les. partly in the dynamics of terror | self, deplored the ınassacre ا‎ 
ministers are being perverse in their refusal to | and counterterror irı which the mili- | would accept or even rejoice # | 
recognise there are large numbers of poor people ' tants and the state are engaged. This | another Hamas suicide éxploit El 
— elderly, permanently disabled, or severely men- | has acquired its own momentum, It Jerusalem. True, too,-that if, e 
tal ill — who cannot go back to work, Better bere- | is less and less ideological aud polit | lamic Group had nıassacred Israel 1 
fits are the only way in which they are going to | ical; more and more a blood feud. | or even :Ameritans, there wol 
share in the nation’s rising standarde of living. Î The regime, with its massive viola- 'Î have been no such condemnation 
Labour backbenchers are right to he in revolt. Let | tions of human rights, does nat care 'Î ‘from such unfamiliar quartêrs. it 
them remind the Prime Minister of a pre-election much about its standing in society; ‘j it is a sad reflection on e 
Cook, that Iraq “has nat won any compromise”? | test he set for himself: “If the next Labour govern- | nor do terrorists who have resolved temper of the Arab world ا ا‎ 
Saddam Hussein can point to the Russian commit | ment has not raised living standards of the poorest Î to defy even theiı' own leaders, „| ordinary man would not have e 
ment to “energetically promote the speedy lifting of | by the end of its time in office, it will have failed.” In such circumstances, terror is Î too many tearë' over it either. 


Edging forward 
over Iraq 


TE DEAL that was no deal has resolved, at 
least for now, the crisis in Iraq, It was in every- 
one’s interests that such a settlement should take 
this peaceful route. Short of military action for 
wlıich in the end the United States itself had no 
taste, this was always going to depend on creative 
diplomacy. Now the task ia to ensure that it does 
not become just a verbal fudge. 
So does some understanding exist in apite of the 
insistence by the UK Foreign Secretary, Rabin 


Rich Countries Move to 
Curb Bribery in Business ` 


Anne Swardson in Pars 


9 
TE 29 richest nations on earth, 
and [ive other countries, agreed 
last week to a ircafy to outlaw busi- 
ness bribes 1o foreign public offi- 
cials. It was the result of 20 years of 
U.S. pressure, seven years of discus 
sion antl hyo ycars of nose-lonose 
negotiations ancl was proclaimed “a 
giant step for international busi- 
ness,” 
The agreement, negotiaterl be- 
tween meııbers of tlie Organization 


secretary of commerce for interrn- 
tional trade and a former ambas- 
sador to the OECD who did ınuch of 
the U.S, negolialing. “Tlıere was a 
change in the corporate culture and 
a recognition [that bribery] wasn't 
paying off any more,” 

Earlier this year, large European 
firms such as German manu 
facturrer Dainler-Benz, Belgiunr's 
Petrofiîna and Italy's Pirelli began 
calling for antt-bribery legislation. 
The World Bank and Ihe Inter 
national Monetary Fund began to 


for Econumic Cooperalion anc speak out agninst corruption. In 
Development plus Argentina, | May, meeting at the OECD, newoti- 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile aul the Slo aling countries ngreecl on {he brnoael 


vak Republic, is to go into effect by 
early 1999, 

However, the hartought accord 
has notable omisainns, negotiators 
salid. It cloes not fully ban bribes tı 
afficials of political parties, as 
upposed ta holders of public office. 
J floes nol force countries lo revuke 
the ltıx-leduclibility nf brih 


priuciple of making bribes to for- 
ign officials iı erirninal oflensı’. 
Tluugh national legislation viries, 
generally speaking only the Unitecl 
Slates now cows sn. 

Since May, the tusk has been lu 
cfine whe is covorol by the iui 
bribe agreement. f any, ArT 
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US Marines training in the Negev desert in southern Iarael ّ E 
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Moscow Profits From Crisis 


they have high 1 
lopes the agreement will come inla Û 
effecl swiflly. American antl Mlexi. 


Bribes at pass {hrough politic] 
aries 10 legislalers, ûr bıibes lu 
political pares on tlic orders uf 
legislators, will be cuvered uncler 
the agreement, but others will not, 
The agreement alse ducs not call 
for penalties for the polilicians whe 
take bribes, alhouglh 1here was 
general agreeınent tlıat this is best 
handled by dlontestic arti-bribery 


laws. 
U.S. officials sail 


can negolinlors had pushed for it lo 
come Into force a8 sonn as two par- 
tictpants ralifled it, but they facecl 
opposition from Europe, South 
Korea ancl Japan, which feared hid 
the first countries lo impose the 
penalties would face a competitive 
disadvautage. So a complex fornula 
was arrived at by which ihe treaty 
will go Into effect after five of the 
OECD's 10 largest members have 
ratified it or, at the latest, in early 
1999, 


try to explain the bureaucracy so 
they can apply for working pa- 
pers,” he sald. “We are onı the 
tlnes. I've nevêr known real 
poverty, and nowyI do.” 
He said that he ig happy with 
his decision. “The military would 


be a lot easl = They give yoıı an 
order and you follow it, Here, we 
are responsible. My life has 
changed. T have to deal with sitiı- 
ations I never imagined Possi- 
ble,” he aaid, E 

„ The objectors are paid about’ 
$ë a day — thie ame ad those in , 
the military — and given room 
and board if their jobs require ` 
them to live away from home, 
“Many youtha view military gèr: 
vicé as ost time, and they see 
civilian service as something 
mûre interebtlng, hıore useful,” 
said Clnudio di Blasi of the na. : 
tional Assoclatlon of Norivlolent 


` Objector” - 


whicl many Eurnjean nalions per | iden of making 


mil. Ard il does not call far punaliz- 
ine the bibelakerrs — tht is, the 
public officials. 

"We ebviuusly belicye there sll) 
is work 10 be Jone," said Alan Þ lLar- 
Son, assistant U.Ş, secretary of stale’ 
for econamic ancl business affairs, 
“This is just one aspect of 1 mulli- 
faceted effort, but we are satisfied 
it is a very significani accomplisli- 
mertt.” 

Since the adoption of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act of 1977, U.S. 
companies have complainecl that 
they are no1 on a leve] playing fielct 
when it comes ta seeking contracis 
with foreign cuuntriea, Anterican 
corporale bribes to foreigıı public 
officials are specifically outlawed 
under the act, while tlıey are widely 
perınitted or tolerated in Europe 
and Asia. 

Pressure for bribes grEW as 
developing nalions acquired new 
wealth. Compnunies wishing 1o 
secure coniracts with developing 
nations fouınd themselves pushed 
harder to make payoffs, sometimes 

expensive ones. That dil riot always 
work — a U.S. government study 
found that about half of payoffs did 
not lead to contracts — but in the 
absence of a legal prohibition, it was 
hard to say no. “Corporations are 
discovering it's a ınug's game,” said 
David Aaron, the U.S, under- 


ing a law to regulate the requests 
and create a national civillan 
service corps, a type of institu- 
tlonalized volunteerism, ا‎ 

Ezeo Laune is an example of 
Italy's conscientiotıs objector of 
the 1990a. Educated and from a 
middle-class farnily, the 26-yenr- 
old mechanical engineering 
student said he wants to gain 
experience and help othera, riot 
serve in the military. Hé wag 
assigned to the Caritas office in ٤ 
his home town of Brindisi, a port 
an Italy’a southeastern Adrlatlc : 
coast that haa been the main re- 
ceiving point of ta from . 
Albania and other cûuitriea to 
the east, ° NL 

His job, along with several 
other objectore, ie to runi ã ax 


‘bed receiving center for imml- : . 


grants, “We cook three meala a . 1 
day for them, see they get medléal 
attention, find them clothes and 


OPINION conference in l711. Moscow is net | thal any deal coming wll of a region 
even As mecllesume as it was in | wı 11 lo ILS, inlerests had fi be 

Jim Hoagland 199l, when Jim Baker usr tlw nigel overwhelmingly by the 
Kissinger nıgılel 1u rekıuneh Aralb- | Uni Î Sales. 


Significantly, Û hrislopher was ad. 
visecl on Russian and Middle East 
ern affairs by Dennis Ross, Albright 
has kept Ross on to shepherd the 
stalled Midelle Easl talks, but her 
fasy acceptance in Geneva of Pri- 
makov's assurances thal Saddarn 
will lel the U.N. inspeclors xo back 
lo wurk reveals that she is not listen 
ing io Ross. 

Much more is involved than the 
position of one aclviser, however 
central. The oulcome of the Geneva 
meeting reveals President Clinton's 
disregard for, and disbelief in, bal- 
ance of power politics as defined by 
Kissinger and others, In intellectual 
«liscussions unrelated to policy 
decisions, the president routinely 
dismisses narrow, selfinteresled 
diplomacy as “Old Think.” 

Any gains Moscow and Baghdad 
iade were insignificant, Clinton's 
aides proclaimed last weck, insist 
ing that Washington was not part of 
any deal to ease sanctions and had 
not allowed itş authority to be 
eroded. 

That is not just New Think, Tlıat 
is Dangerous Think, in a part of tlıe 
world less reformetl than Clinton 
appears to believe. 


Prompted when the boy threat- 
ened to telf hia parents about the 
abuse. Under a proposal being 
consideretd by Prodi’a cabinet; 
objectors could be posted out: 
side schools to deter sex offend- 
ers from approaching students, 
The number of those request- 
ing consclentious objector status 
has grown quickly, this year ris- 
ing to about 50,000. Few are 
true objectors; the increase igs 
baged in part on a shortening of 
the tliıé required for civillan aer- 


` vice, ambivalence toward the 


military and a sense of wanting 
to use their mandatory service ' 


` dme to do'sometiing many per- 


ceive as more worthwhile than 


` performing military duties: 


Faced with swelling ranks of ob- 
jectors, Parliament ia consider- 


But the Clint tdminisiruion's 
wrong-fnolcd nequiesevnet ir let- 
ling Primakov play the lead ciple 
matic role in determining whether 
there woukl be war or peace in lhe 
Persian Gulf is a significant reversal 
of U.S, fortune botlt iı Moscow and 


It underlines the tola! absence of 
meaniugful U.S, cliploınacy at a time 
of crisis in Isracli-Palestinian negoli- 


friend Primakov moved into the vac- 


Isracli peace talks, 


in the Middle East, 


ations. Sacldarm Hussein and lıis old 


Iutm Clinton arı his national secu- 
rily team willfully lel develop in the 
Middle East over the past year and 
exploited it. 

Since Kissinger, U.S, diplomats 
have labored vighlily to avoid those 
two aulconles — vacuum in the 
Midelle Fast, ind encouragement of 
Kremlin hardliners. 

Even at tlie height of his adminig- 
tration's “Russia First" phase, War- 
ren Christopher, Clinton's much 
maligned first secretary of state, 
firmly refused to let the Russians 
engineer a role for themselves in 
Middle East diplomacy. He made 
clear to Primakov in one prickly 
meeting in Damascus in April 1996 


tles auch as the Roman Catholic 
aid group Caritas, non-proflt 
organizations such as the World 
Wildlife Fund, goverment min- 
istries and city governments, 
For the most part, objectors 
do traditional community ser- 
vice, such as working with the 
homeless, immigrants and dig-' 
abled. But the government of 
Prime Minister Romano Prodi ig 
considering extending their 
reach into a new area following a 


` recent pedophilia case that iad 


ahocked the nation. 

A 9-year-old boy who disap- 
peared on his way to school ii a 
town near Naples allegedly was 
killed by threë men accused of 
sexually abusing him for months, 
Police said his attackers burned 
his body to cover up the murder, 


has 
5S in 


The world 


HE WORLDS most impor- 
tant cdliplornats went wilhout 

sleep last week tn announce 
a nondeal aimed at nonchange in 
Iraq and the Middle East. Don't 
1 thenı. 
changed in the past three week 
ways that the blancl pronounct- 


believe 


ments fronı Geneva cannot mask. 


of a century 


Kissinger with brilliant clu. 
Plicity shut the Russians out of the 


A quarter 
Henry 


Middle East. last week, Bill Clinton 


Madeleine Albright held Yev. 


and 


§eny Primakov's coat as lhe Rusalan 

gı minister brouglıit Mascow 
kinlo the region in a big way, 

The zero-sun1 game of diplomatic 


Conpelition for influeıkce in the 
lhat suppusedly «tied 
Call War is on 
ل‎ by the opaque 


again, 
Baghdad- 


Middle Eas 
with the 


Oscow arrangement on U.N, 
Weapons inspections ancl cevonaonmiec 
Sanctions against Iraq annouınced 
near dawn in Geneva last week, 

Areturn of Russia to worl diplo- 
Macy need not be a bad thing in 


today is not the Soviet 


kept out of his 


itself. Russia 
Union that 


shuttle diplomacy and relegated to a 
Ceremonial role in lhe Geneva peace 


Military Service Loses Appeal in Italy 


رج ا ا 


tary service by stating they are 

ous objectors haa 

fisen sharply in recent years, 

Creating a corps of commu- 

A who hop for the 

9. school 
dropouts, 2 


organize outings for 


the elderly — and soon cold be 


to keep 
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Casualties 
of Utopia 


Andrei Grachev, former 
Gorbachev spokesman, 
gives Jean-Luc Douin 
his view of the controversy 


OW do you see the conflict 
that has broken out 
the authors of Le Livre du Coım- 
muniame? 

T'm prepared to comment purely 
as an observer. I1 would stresa the 
need to avoid the pitfall of oversim- 
plification. Reality contains toa 
many contradictions to be subjected 
to a simplistic verdict. The cautions 
and dispassionate approach of the 
historian is what is needed, Let's be- 
ware the way this kind of issue can 
be exploited politically. 


Did communism commit crimes 
inst humanity? 

Be is a striking similarity be- 
tween tlle two totalitarian systems. 
But to underslancl thıe differeııce be- 
tween them yuu lave 1o go back to 
their roots. Allhough in both cases 
there were colossal numbers of 
dead, il has lu be remenıbered (lat 
lhe Weslern demorracits were 
allies in the struggl against 
Nazism, bul they did nol beconie 
alles of Nazism iu the struggle 
iS COMMISH. 

Bulslıevisn lok rool when war 
ele, wheruıs war was the avowed 
methorl hat Nazism usd to achieve 
ils encls. Nazism organisetl a ravial 
conflict, conumnisı a civi] war. 
And any civil wur has letlıal conse- 
quences. This explains lhe enibar- 
rassment — wien faced wilh such 
figures — of all those wlio have 
espoused communism at any time, 
and their nee suap oul of tlhe 
cummunist niiıulset. 
: Some of lhe finest intellectuals 
were won over by tle communist 
ideal. Very few of the finest minds. 
the kind uf people who stand for 
moral inlegrily, were won over by 
the Nazi enterprise. Tlie communist 
Uilopia crenled an internal conflict, 
where peuple clashed either a3 YiC 
lims ur as acconıplices. 


What direction should historical 


research into communiam نتا‎ 
Hislorical objectivily and trui 
hinge on soınething we must 0 
for — a complete opening up o 
archives. When that e 
may discover that certain 
fee been exaggerated, or that oll 
ers, gulag victimıs for example, havê 
been diminished, 4 
But whatever the figures, 


cannot detract from the hortor of 


such barbarity. If we want (O 

this chapter in the history of the 

20th century to a close, we mı 

in possession of the whole truth. 
' We must also ا ت ا‎ 6 

cal exploitation. What shock 

the way the 1917 revolution, ê 

been marginalised. To make it 


to be a puisch organised by a OUP 


tol 
of Lenin's supporters is 4 gra 
way of denying its pot 
Would the same method be 
to the storming of ا‎ 
be consisten: 
has to be (November 9-10) 


fe Monde’ 


Roll-call of death that convulsed the left 


tion for the majority of humans, 
whereas Nazism is a racist doctrine 
that casts the majority of humans 
into utter darkness,” 

“The elimination of class enemies 
certainly took place, but not of indi- 
viduals or whole social classes, 


Margolin. “Extermination 
kê did not exist in the Soviet 
Union.” says Werth. 


When questioned about this sert 
ous difference of opinion, Courtois 
retorts: "The whole team is leftwing, 
and because it's leftwing it asks 
itself questions,” 

“To begin with, Le Livre Noir du 
Communisme was a collective under- 
taking,” Werth says with a sigh, “We 
got caught up in an infernal process 
by a publisher who was breathing 
down our necks. Then Stéphane's 
contribution took us from the scien- 
tific to the ideological arena. Im dis 
appointed and discouraged.” 


Le Livre Noir du Communlsme; 
Crimes, Terraurs, Répressions. 
Edltlons Robert Laffont, 848pp, 189 
francs 


(October 31) 


PHOTOGRAPH:DAVD BROWNE 


until the mid-19708 should nol be al- 
lowed to obscure their comınilmend 
to the social and political struggles 
of the French left, nor, above all, 
their massive participation in the 
Resistance, ی‎ 
Communism in all its forms, in so 
far as it has, for propaganda needs, 
censored the news media and 
historical research, has regularly 
caused controversies that centre on 
the straightforward factual truth. 
There was more justification for 
such controversies at a time when 
communist parties, whether in 
power or exerting a political or intel 
lectual influence, were in a position 
to conceal or misrepresent the facts. 
` The collapse of the Soviet system 
and the opening up of the archives 
have taken communist. historio- 


graphy out of the arena .of political . 


.jousting and into the domain of re-. 
«search 


The controversy deliberately 
caused by Le Livre Nojr du Commu- 
nime proves, however, that in a 
‘country where the communists got 
30 per cent of the vote in 1946, and 
whose current government includes 
three members of the Communist 


uniı 8 ا‎ 
ed E E i .| Directeur: ae ت‎ : 
nist commitment are e that j 0 i : 
can always be fanned Into flames. rl 


(November 9-10) . 
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nistes je Book of Communist 
der — and to add the subtitle 
Crimea, Terreurs, Répressions. 

The other fundamental criticiam 
levelled at Courtois by his colleagues 
concerns the historical and logical 
parallels he draws between Nazism 
and communism. “The facta show 
that communist regimes committed 
murders involving about 100 million 
people, as against Nazlam's 25 mik 
lonodd,” Courtois writes. “The 
methods implemented by Lenin and 
systematised by Stalin and their like 
not only recall the Nazis’ methods, 
butin many cases predate them. 

He goes on to explain that in Rus- 
sla in 1932-33 “class’ genocide was 
closely akin to ‘racial’ genocide. The 
death from hunger of a Ukrainian 
kulak's child who was deliberately 
starved by the Stalinist regime 
‘counts’ for as much as the death 
from hunger of a Jewish child in the 
Warsaw ghetto who was starved by 
the Nazi regime.” 

That 6 argument which dis- 
tresses Werth and Margolin, who 
say: “Communism sees itself first 
and foremost as a doctrine of tibera- 


\rilane Chemin afew pe le ااا‎ 
together harmoniously. 
‘harts the troubled ا ا‎ Werth criticise 
. 1 la for ing “the criminal 
ıistory of Le ا‎ e HON کا‎ a one of the dimensions 
Ju Communisme peculiar to the whole communist 


aystem", as he wrote in his preface. 
“That is tantamount to robbing the 
phenomenon of its historical charac- 
ter," Margolin argues. “Even if the 
seedbed of communism can result 
in mass murder, the link between 
doctrine and practice is not obvious, 
contrary to what Courtols Bay8. 

The two historians criticise Cour- 
tois's “contradictions”, “revealing 
blunders" and “obsession with 
notching up a figure of 100 million 
dead”, Werth's estimate of the num- 
ber of victims in the Soviet Union — 
15 million — is topped up by an 
extra 5 million İn Courtois's preface. 

Margolin says he had "never 
talked about there having been 
1 millon dead in Vietnanı [at the 
hands of Ho Chi Minh]". A few 
weeks ago, he managed to persuade 
the publisher to change the book's 
title — it was originally going to be 
called Le Livre des Crimes Commu- 


YERYTHING had been care 

fully planned by publishers 

Robert Laffont. The publica 
jon date of Le Livre Nair du Conr 
nunisme was chosen three years in 
advance to ole with the an- 
niversary of the Russian insurrec- 
tion that led to the founding of the 
Soviet Republic on November 7, 
1917 — or October 1917 in the 
Western calendar. 
0 book, a collective effort by 
several historians, was intended to 
have considerable impact. It would 
be a “bible”, according to the pub- 


edlitor, the historian Stéphane Cour- 
tois. For the first time, in a book of 
more than 800 pages, specialists 
would attempt to assess the number 
of communism's victims throughout 
the world. The figure arrived at was 
"almost 100 million dead", 
Everything had been planned ex- 
.cept the key contribution, the pre- 
‘face, which was needed to put the 


Nazi parallels stick in the collective throat 


Communisme's likening of commu- 
nism to Nazism, the editor of the 
paper, Claude Cabanes, writes: 
“[The comparison} is personally un- 
bearable for those.communists who 
took up arms against the Nazi occur 
pation. Quite apart from the private 
wound it may cause, it cannot stand 
up to the fundamental analysis 
which the great Italian writer, Primo 
Levi, on his return fron the 
univeree of concentration camps, 
encapsulated in a single remark: 
‘Nazism without .the gas chambers 
is unthinkable; communism without 
the camps is thinkable'." 

Last week, the France 2 television 


.| programme Bouillon de Culture was 


the scene of a clash between Cour- 
tola and Nicolas Werth (who is in 
ather respects at variance with Cour- 
tois) on one side, and two people 
with communist convictions, Roland 
Leroy, a former editor of LHuman-. 
ité, and Roger Martelli, a member of 
the national committee, on the other. 
The argument focused mainly on 
Courtois's comparison of commu- 


nism with Nazism. In the view of 


Communist party, members, who 
fllow a line of defence adopted 20 
years ago, the defence of the .Stalin- 
ist system by French. communists 


Skulls froma Cambodia's killing flelda: is totalitarlanism indivisible in death? 


His position has also caused the 
authors of the book to fall out: sev- 
eral of them have accused Courtois 
of using his preface and his conclur 
sion to put a slant on their collective 
work that they did not expect and 
do not agree with. 

The reference to crimes against 
humanity and to the Nuremberg tri- 
als recalls remarks made on several 
occasions by Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
leader of France's far-right party, 
the National Front. Le Pen's way of 
answering those who denounce the 
crimes of fascist and Nazi regimes 
is to point out that “the Nuremberg 
trials of communism” have not yet 
taken place, 

Moreover, the book has come out 
at a time when Maurice Papon is 
being trled in Bordeaux for “corm- 
plicity in crimes against humanity”, 
because, on the order of his superi- 
ors, he organised the arrest and 
deportation of Jewish families in 
Bordeaux. 

e November 7 issue of the 
communist dally LHumanité, [ve 
pages were devoted to the anniver- 
sary of the 1917 Bolshevik revo 
tion, which the French Communist 
parity is not officially celebrating. 

Referring to Le Livre Noir du 


book in perspective and prevent it 
from merely becoming an imıper- 
' sonal rollcall of victims. 
In September, n number’ of the 
iı book's contributors began 1o have 
ı misgivings about its preface, written 
by Courtois, and about its title and 
back cover, They included Nicolas 
| Werth, who wrote the largesl chunk 
of the book (on terror and repression 
' in the Soviet Union), Karel Bartosek, 
ı who dealt with central and eastern 
Europe, and Jean-Louis Mingalon, an 
` | expert on communism in Asia, and 
more particularly on the genocide 
carried out by Pol Pot in Caınbodia. 
There followed a flurry of letters, 
. threats of legal action and notices 
served by the publisher on Mar- 
golin demanding that he hand in his 
copy. Despite last-ditch attempts at 
mediation, the publication of the 
book with a preface by Courtois has 
caused a terminal rift in the team of 
historians of communisn» who only 


Patrick Jarreau 


AS communism responsible 
WE crimes against humanity 
in countries where it was the ruling 
system? Were communists all over 
the world accomplices to those 
crimes? 
Robert Laffont has just published 
a 848-page collective work by six au- 
thors, entitled Le Livre Noir du 
Communisme, which sets out to 
evaluate, on the 80th anniversary of 
the October Revolution in Russia, 
the precise extent of atrocities com- 
mitted by coramunist regimes wher- 
ever they have been in power — in 
the Sovlet Union, eastern Europe, 
Asia and Africa. 1 
In the book's preface, the histo- 
rian Stéphane Courtois asks us to re- 
fect on the “similarity” between the 
Nazi and communist systerhs. In his 
view, the crimes against humanity as 
originally defined at tlıe Nuremberg 
trial of Nazi leaders in 1946 can be 
imputed to communist regimes. 2 
In asserting this — and inı taking 
his cue from François Furet, the his 
torian who had agreed to preface 
the book but died last summer be- 
fore he could do so — Courtols has 


sparked a major controversy. 


Senegal Fishermen 
Struggle to Survive 


ت 
Stephen Buckley In Mbour‏ 
و 


hard to overstate how nuch a 
wn such as Mbour, 50 miles south 
of Senegal's capital, Dakar, relies on 
the sea. Families eat fish several 
times a day. Some schools get their 
ak 0 pens fom cuttlefish. Shark 
1 € are fashioned into neck. 

halfmile and find for tourists, and dri e 
enough fish to fetch hundreds of moonfish become i 
with sand is mixed with cement for 
many Î bricks. Rocks from the beach form 
foundations for houses, 


Dieng, fisherman in 

these two boats, recalls 

he could go out a quar- 
a 


ا 
= 


The people of Mbour crowd dio the bench as 


e 2 


إا lix‏ 3 ر 
fishing boats are unloaded‏ 


for a few hours, then be back in the 
water all night. He followed the 
stars for direction and used the 
moon for light, 


signed a fouryear agreement with 
the European Union allowing fish- 
ing vessels from EU countries into 


the rails and edges of the boal as 
though it were his living room. It is 


lear the boat is 1 
f By late afternoon, as dı close-in waters long domi Ci Jal 1š no place fur cow. 
ا‎ is lucky to iit boats return to e O ا‎ 0 il E ا‎ traditional fisheries. ominated by ا‎ e 0 fo radar, no compass, 
. each is a sweaty, noi 1 2 1 caught his | A report by th » 1o sonar, no life 

Dena B7. spede he | Pee, hore a molet senc | vag HN Grape tne hath | Jone gare gE | FORCE oo 
leng, 27, speaking in his | — taw fish — catches in cloth "hook" oc ike a hen on | released officially, warns I] e r lar Gueye finally 
Wolof. said | and ptt in clothes | the hook," lie said. “The grouper | species of fish are Ns tliat some | iets out its net, A line of young men 

dwindling fi . ira e‏ و 

t. "Now we The squishy splat of dead ff sh Hoole and swallows the whole aud that wise management of thie plunec iu ES as nine Wels 


Plurge into the waler' lo spruadl il. 
Dicng's boat appronches tbe Mitir 
Gueye, circles near lhe net, Every 
one waits, Twenty minutes lair, Ihe 
Matar CGueye crew stars lo pull in 
lhe net. 

Dieng leans over the side uf hin 
boat, a few feel away from the ulher, 
He is worric We didit caleh 
many,” he «aid, "Utberwise, il 
woulcln"l be xo vrasy fur {hese Euys. 
When you catelı a lot of fish, i's 
ally hard lo pull up Ihe ne1." 

He is righ. They haul in several 
sinalî yellow-finncd fish and a larger 
fish with a menacing tapered nıoutlı 
Aud saw-like teeth. "We got a big 
one, a big one," Ding said, “We gel 


tumbling onto sand fills ihe air, 
Clouds of flies zigzag into hair and 
ears. All over the shore, ten scale, 
Bul, smash, slice, smoke and pile up 
fish. The beach is filled with wnamen 
siling with fish stacked neatly be- 
fore then. Sometimes young meu 
Irom the boats hustle Past with plas- 
tic buckels overflowing with a catelı 
they are loading onto a wholesaler's 
truck, 

The seaside is an all-day ınarket, 
where fishermen can buy every- 
thing from cigarettes 1o sunglasses 
to a nice shirtand-trousers censem- 
ble. Women nurse their babies by 


thie water. Men kneel and bow east- 
warl and pray. 


sea is crucial to the future of Sene 
gal s econony. 

Jhê reporl noles that in Sencgal, 
a host ol basic managenıeal strale- 
gies — such as designating mini- 
Mum mesh sizes (or acis anl 
creating fishing seasons for (rarli- 
tuna] fishermen — "are alist lal!l 
lacking." 

The rise in the number of fisheı- 
men has meant tliat more pcople 
calch fish. And more people returıı 
to shore with empty nels. “In the 
past, the „days [when I came back 
without fish] were lesg frequent," 
Dieng sail. "Now it's very frequen1.” 

Dieng, at 27, is considered ihe 


The number of fishermen usi 
traditional methods has soared 1 
recent years. The nunıber climbed 
by nearly 8 percent between 199] 
and 1995, topping 50,000, ancl eco- 
nomic analysis expect the increase 
to continue. In 1991, snıall-scale 
ene snaggerl 249,724 tons of 
Ish. By 1985, Lhat figure had ri 
10 265,744 lons e E el 
As a result, fishing has become 
sharply competitive, Wholesalers 
took over the scene, and fishermen 
scrambled to sell to them. And in- 
dustrial vessels, once rare, became 
increasingly numerous. 
“Today, fishermen can make 


Some rely hardly at all on the sea 
cause of liınited coastline or lack 
harbors; others, notably Senegal, 


E on fishing as a Hiveli. 


1 لل‎ revenues, 
years, Iraditlional, or 

j Talkscale, fishermen in this West 
Miividug EY have seen their 
1 ie shrink as fishing 
he ne more [ucrative, They 
seen fellow fishernten, as wel] 
n two dozen industrial 


FOS hom Asia, Canada and | Bul i e money,” saicl Djibe Ndiaye. "They: E the following day Î a lot of these, and we can make a lot 
iê carve into thir piece af ihe father said iy g DICE rand e eve ancl earn io ation ee aE E ga only Tour big 
: : ا‎ 2 ause tey can use llal | Matar G بف‎ : . hls day, they are nol going 1o 
“When fish wanl lo move closer these days is that fishermen do not | money to gn into anollıer busi is ag, DWE ils nel dlown, make money. 
“u the coast, tc big Eu lOve cluser | care much about their craft, "You The bad side is Lhat tf a | ra iS moriing, whenever the Maybe Dicng' 
"rc a UrOpCAN boats | have to be trained 1 2 1S Liat the government | helmsman of the Malar G 1 Cû 8 sons will grow u 
hen first," Dieng said. “I's | ff technic ooo oo lave to learn | doesn't help [small-scale fisher- | birds hoveri, eye spies | to shun ihe sea, Maybe they will 
: | i good for us, but it's e E ihe techniques of fishing, he said, | men] anymore, The government | warl E, the vesscl glides to- | fislı for a few ycars, then puralte arı- 
0 for the Europeans." 5 i going to school tlie larger bonts.” e e Ia 0 giher business. Buf their aller lıns 
sna OPE such as Dieng, the sea Ndiaye began fishing oun lıi t does 50 because vessels fron ing for— dorado, grouper, sea bı ro such luxury. The next morning 
Just the source of amily in | at 12 eller E ing, ا‎ 1 own | Europe, Asia and Canada pay huge | catfish, capitain. 0 1 Ca DASS, | heis again out on the sea, 
; ve generations of his family | five years. Ndi i ia for | fees — one reason fishing gener. | Ihe birds seem to follow sehol of j Have no other alternative,” he 
bored as fishermen, ‘The sey ا‎ 0 be out | ates an estimated 70 percent of the ools of | sald. “T woırld never consider doing 


on the water by 4am, returning 


tiny fish, or nothing at all. 
around sunset. He would go home 


Meanwhile, on the 25-foot Mb € 
Thoufî Gueye, Dieng leaps along 


f to him as air itself, Senegalese government's annual 


revenües, Earller this year, Senegal 


Anti-Castro Dirty Tricks 


anything else. I was born a fisher. 
man, and I will be a fisherman unl 
the day I die," 


. exact quotes fromi the sesalon, 


the president sald guerrilla op- | qr ipa 0 1902 provoked one 


۴ ofthe tenseat episodes of the 
: E e on the perspective with the uiderlying but nele a r eeontlunedl, 0 0 NSC : 
کا‎ a as, the metho said, . |. form a Cuban Foreign Legion, May 5 1061 th اا‎ 
safely after becoming the firat covert actiori proposals d as a volunteer force." “it was agr 4 E US O 
elen (o oo E he first | vere nmtong 1,500 pages of CIA Director Allen Dulles şald Î shold aj. e e 
memo, addressed to Air Force made a 7 اا‎ were done, “It ahould | Castro.” At fhe berre ت‎ 8 
ea e Edward G. Lansdale, . | sination Records Revlon, Board, |  Secre ary of State. a Risk ; | angtljae O Plan followed 
bı . Operation Mongoose, an 2 small agency overseeing the ` ' a 
جو ا‎ e aimed at pro: . | release of records related to the - dented iat Eta 
xoting revi tin Cuba, was fullof | 1963 assassination of President. O woul iE ta 
ol اب‎ suggestlons, some of them , | Ke 0 report ST SG A CA 
quite zany. jigtance, ` |j. ® Or sense tht thè ans: : jê rê 8 1 ا‎ 


E d “prob-' 
2 mallon Wag part of a larger set : 
would have fabricated a photo. nA Nea N ees 
graph of “an obese Caatro with ying 
two beauties 1n any situation ` 
ah r ا‎ brim 
over with the most delectable ,, : 
Cre el aeteeiel 
y the caption, “ tion ii 
BD O in 
„ his should prit eyen a... 
Commie dictitor n he proper [ 


Tesord that appeared to conrtalgi , 


Overy of | 
Cuba İn the 
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Hard-Line 
Cuban Exile 
Leader Dies 


م ج ج 
Donald P. Baker In Miami‏ 


س کا 
TT HE DEATH here laat Sunday‏ 
of Jorge Mas Canosa, who‏ 
dreamed that one day he might‏ 
succeed his communist neme-‏ 
sis, Cuban dictator Fidel Castro,‏ 
as a democratically elected‏ 
president of his homeland,‏ 
creates a leadership vacuum‏ 
among the nation’s 1.5 olllion‏ 
Cuban Americans, 1 milllon‏ 
of whom live here in South‏ 
Florida.‏ 

“We are not concerned about 
who will replace him because he 
is irreplaceable,” said Francisco 
“Pepe” Hernandez, president 
of the 200,000-family Cuban 


agreed to leave if released. But that 
will mean few changes in the condi- 
tions that put him and others in jail 
in the first place. Those who live 
here and criticize the Chinese Com- 
mıunist Party's monopoly on politi- 
cal power still risk long prison 
terms. 

“Of course this cuts both ways,” 
sald a spokesman for Amnesty 
International. “On the one land he 
[Wei] is free; on the other he is 
forced İnto exile, This fits the pat- 
tern of China getting rid of its clissi- 
dents without allowing the internal 
space for dissent." 

Before flying to the United States 
last nıonth for his state visit, Chi- 
nese President Jiang Zemin arguecl 
that Americans shouldn't view the 
issue of human rights in China as 
they would see it in the United 
States. “Both democracy and 


human rights are relative concepts | Americar National Foundation, 
and nat absolute and general," Jiang | which Mas arıd two other 


refugees founded and used as 
the platform to influence policy 
in the White House and 
Congress, 

But Hernandez pledged, 
“There will be othera, perhaps 
many who are in our midst at 
the present time" who will con- 
tinue the campaign to isolate 
the Castro reginıe in hopes that 
it will wilt or be overthrown. 
Most of the potential successors 
are part of a younger generation, 


foundation stalwarts, were born 
in the United States. Yel nearly 
all of hem espouse it similar 
hard line an dealings with Cuba. 

Much attention here is likely 
lo focus on Miami-Dade County 
Mayor Alex Penelas, if only be- 
cause he is a skillful politician 
who is nut shy in a spotliglıt. 
The 36-yeiur-old lawyer, whose 
office was given new power a 
yenr i ıte's most visi 
ble Hispanic offi 

‘Three other politicians also 
may take a r role in trying 
tw sfıape U.S, policy toward 
Cuba. 


Repull 
Balart, 
aul lean 
antl New Jersey D 
Robert Menendez, 
int alalemcnt suyiny Mas 

would not wish that the pain of 
his passing cause pessimism 
among Cubn'’s freedom fighter 
Our beat homage to his memory 
is to continue to fight until Cu} 
is free.” 

Aa word of Mas’ death apread 
through Miami's Little Havana, 
three foundalon executives 
were mentioned as poasible sl 


wiê |. 


ceasora: Carlos de Ceapedes, 


the foundatlon's political action 
committee, which has con’. . 
tributed more than.$25 milion 
the found 
tlon board; and Hernandez 01 
an economist ا ییا‎ two : 
years in a Cuban prison 
taking Bart n the abortive’ 
of Piga invasion. 

Although all of those are 0 
sidered hard-liners in es 1 


heard, such as Elya Gutler' 
Menoyo, 62,.leader of Cam? 


said in an interview, “One country’s 
human-rights situation cannot be 
separated from the actual condi- 
tions of that country." 

But the dissident physicist Xu 
said that the standard for human 
rights Is like a natural law. “The con- 
cept of human rights is the same all 
around the world," he said. “The 
idea that it could be different is 
baloney.” 


him to college and then to law | some of whom, unlike most 


school because of the union, 

Although a dues-paying member 
of the Teamsters for more than 25 
years, Hoffa was barred from run- 
ning for the presidency in 1991 
because he hadnt worked for tlıc 
union in his craft for a minimum ol 
two years, a requirement for hold- 
ing union office. Since then he has 
worked as an administralive assis- 
tant to Michigan Teamslers leacler 
Larry Brennan, himself a son of the 
union's old-guard leader'slıip. 

Wlıen asked last year what he 
thinks happenedl lo his father, wl 
disappeared in 1975, Hoffa said le 
thought his father's body probably 
had been seul ia a meal-rendering 
plant in Ihe Midwest. 

Hoffa brushes asile mosl ques- 
tions about his ties lo Ihe oll puarcl, 
and dismisses charges thal he 
would seek to return the union lo 
the corruplion uf the past. "No one 
is saying that except my enemies, 
The only people saying {hat are i 
handful of Ron Carey supporters,” 
Hoffa said last week. 

In fact, many of the constitutional 
changes Hoffa proposed at last 
year's Teamsters convention in 
Philadelphia read like they were 
written by the TDU, including a con- 
firmafion of the federal govern- 
ment'’s continuing power over the 


union under the terms of a 1989 | 47, a businessman who hı 


consent decree signed by the lead- 
ership to settle the Justice Depart- 
ment's civil racketeering suit. 


il, 
In last year's election, the Carey | to political candidates since 

campaign alleged that Hoffa had | foundingin 1980; Alberto 
improper tles to employers and cor. | Hernandez, 60, a pl 
rupt elements in the labor move- | is vice chairman of 


ment. Hoffa won't respond to those 
allegations. “My record stands for 
itself,” he said. 1 

Supporters of Teamsters reform 
are still trying to hammer home the 
point that Hoffa ig no angel, One of 
Hoffa's closest union associates las 


been removed. from his office and | mold, itis now possible b8 
others are under the scrutiny of | moderate voices alao may 


federal .prosecutors,-. as , well as 
racketeering investigators from: the 


Labor Department and the FBI, ac- | Cubano, or Cuban Changes: 


advocates normalizing 
with the Çastro regim 


cording to investigators and. court 
records, کر‎ 1 
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| Thousands of China Dissidents Still in Jail 


A U.S. official said China would 
watch how Wei is received and 
treated before deciding about pris- 
oners such as Wang Dan. Before 
releasing Wei, Chinese officials 
sought assurances from the United 
States that senior administration of- 
ficials would not meet Wei or try to 
exploit hin to embarrass the 
Chinese government. “Whether 
there will be other releases depends 
on how we treat this one," an official 
said. 

Stil many people hope Wei's 
release will be a first step. When 
asked ahout the prospects that 
Wang also might be released on 
medical parole, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang said, “I 
think this kind of situation in the 
past occurred frequently. In the 
future [think it will continue.” 

Wang Dan's mother said her son 
applied for medical parole six 
months ago, but neither he nor his 
family has received any indication it 
will be granted, “Of course we hope 
there's some sort of change,” she 
said, adding that her son is suffer- 
ing from a chronic throat infection. 
“His situation has a lot to do with in- 
ternal and international politics as 
everyone knows." 

If Wang Dan is released, it is 
widely belleved he would be sent to 
the United States, too, and he has 


after a Visit two days earlier to see 
her son, Wang Dan, who is in a 
prison in China's northeast Liaoning 
Province. There the former student 
leader, who already served a four- 
year term for his part in the 1989 
Tiananmen Square dentonstrations, 
shares a room with five or six com- 
mon criminals. Rearrested in 1995, 
the 28-year-old faces 10 more years 
in jail for his political activities. 

“He has prepared himself for 
being in prison a very long time, 
and so have we," said Wang 
Lingyun, who learned of Weî's re- 
lease when foreign reporters called 
for coınment. 

Meanwhile in another part of Bei- 
jing, physicist Xu Liangying, 77, 
learned of Wei's imminent release 
when the number of security police 
at lıis door was increased. Xu, wlo 
translated Albert Einstein's works 
into Chinese, has been an outspo- 
ken critic of the government and 
usually is monitored closely during 
sensitive political events. Xu met 
Wei about 1Û times during the brief 
period Wei was not in jail in late 
1993 and early 1994. 

“I hope that the government re- 
leases everyone charged with politi- 
cal offenses, but whether or not 
they'll do that is unclear,” Xu said. 
"To release one or two is a way to 
bargain.” 


James Hoffa Jr., son of the infamous Teamatera leader Jimmy Hoffa, 
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Leedham, the principal officer of 
Local 206 in Portland, Oregon, and 
director of the Teamsters Ware- 
house Division, and George Cash- 
man, president of Local 25 in 
Boston. Leedham would have the 
strong support of TDU while Cash- 
man might attract more potential 
Hoffa voters. But neither man has 
anything like the name recognition 
that Carey and Hoffa have, 

Still young by the standards of 
most labor leaders at age 56, Hoffa 
is an energetic man who has spent 
most of the last two years crise- 
crossing the country visiting plant 
gates and car barns, pressing the 
flesh with rank-and-file union mem- 
bers in his quest for the Teamsters 
presidency, confident that his: name 
alone will draw a crowd and the TY 
cameras, 2 

At rally after rally, he talks of 
restoring union power and the need: 
to negotiate þetter contracts, He 
tells how he learned the business at 
his father's knee. He tells crowds 
how his father could afford to send 


talking to the media last week 


up aS "a man who puts the members 
first." 

ironically, Hoffa said his first 
order of business as president 
would be to raise ınore money for 
the union. “Money is power and 
power is money. We're broke. Ron 
Carey has made us beggars,” he 
sald. For the first six months of 
1997, the union reported a net loss 
of $4.9 million. 

Now, the reform movement 
Carey once led is in disarray, with- 
out a welkknown national candidate 
to lead it and hampered by a set of 
federally mandated election rules 
that prohibit his old running mates 
from fornting a new slate. TDU, 
credited by many with engineering 
Carey's first election victory six 
years ago, has vowed to press on 
without him. But is unclear just 
who will lead the reformers in the 
new election, and whether the can- 
didates elected on Carey's slate last 
year can continue tû claim the man- 
tle of reformers. : 

Two possible candidates ate Tom 


Steven Mufson In Beijing 


UST after watching the North- 
west Airlines flight carrying 
released Chinese dissident Wei 
Î Jingsheng to the United States lift 
| off the runway of Beijing's airport, 
¦ U.S. Aınbassador Janes Sasser 
popped open a bottle of champagne 
Î inthe embassy car. 
'Î The moment had been more than 
a year in the making, and it brought 
an early end to a long prison term 
for China's most prominent political 
prisoner, who had been sentenced 
to serve another 12 years in jail. 

But for other Chinese dissidents 
and political prisoners, it’s too early 
to celebrate. The release of Wei on 
medical parole leaves perhaps a 
couple of thousand political prison- 
ers in Chinese jalls and many other 
dissidents under surveillance. 

“We have to remember that he 
was not the only political or reli- 
gious prisoner in Chira, and we 
need to continue to be concerned 
about those less famous than he," 
said Andrew J. Nathan, a professor 
of Chinese politics at Columbia Uni- 
versity who serves on the board of 
Human Rights Watch/Asia, 

Indeed, while Wei was setiling 
into his first-class seat and the cham- 
pagne was flowing down below, 
Wang Lingyun was at home resting 


Hoffa Leads 
In Battle for 
Teamsters 


Frank Swoboda 
and Sharon Walsh 


O HIS detractors in the union 

he's simply known as “junior,” 
the beefy son of the infamous Tenrt- 
sters leader Jimmy Hoffa. 

James P. Hoffa, they insist, would 
take lhe union back to the bad old 
days, when the Teamsters" name 
was synonynous with corruption. 
"Hoffa represents everything we 
have fought against for 21 years," 
said Ken Paff, who heads the 
Deıroit-bascd union reform group 
Teamsters for a Democratic Union. 

That kind of talk doesn't fly with 
Hoffa. “These are the bad old days. 
These are the dark days," he said in 
an interview last week. Whal, he 
asked, could be worse than having 
the president of the union accused 
of stealing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars (rom the members? 

Today, with Teamsters President 
Ron Carey disqualified from run- 
ning for re-election because of his 


alleged involvement in a series of 


illegal campaign financing 
schemes, James P. Hoffa is the 
clear favorite to become the next 
prestdent of the 1.4 million member 
union, when a new election is held 
next year. 
But Hoffa's prospects are 
clouded. Loca! Teamsters leaders 
close to Hoffa are under investiga- 
tion by three grand juries and the 
Labor Department, And last week a 
federal official overseeing the elec- 
tion ordered an investigation into 
Carey campaign allegations of 
improper fund-raising by the. Hoffa 
campaign. 

‘The investigations did nothing to 
deter Hoffa from his continued 
attacks on Carey. "We've had aix 
years of Ron Carey, The union js 


bankrupt andi we're hopelessly | 


divided,” he said, offering himself 


| 
1 


been alert to events, It also can 
claim virtue: its budget deficit has 
been all but eliminated; growth is 
solid but not spectacular; inflation 
and interest rates are subdued; and 
the banking aystem looks well capi- 
talised and betier able to take the 
shocks than it was seven years ago. 

If there is a problem it ia on Capi- 
tol Hill, where fast-track trade nego- 
tiations have been stymied and 
funding for the IMF, international 
rescues and ااا‎ inatitutions iş 
geen as waste. The chall for 
President Clinton, the Trensury 
Secretary, Robert Rubin, and the 
federal reserve chairman, Alan 
Greenspan, is to take on these atti- 
tudes and win through. 

The twin problems of South 
Korea and the Japanese banking 
system are an economic security 
danger: they must be approached 
with the same speed and leadership 
qualitles seen at the time of the 
Mexico crisis in 1994/95, If neces 
sary, the Western exchequers will 
need {o open their coffers after lay- 
ing down specific reform condi- 
tions: this is too destabilising û 
series of events to Jo anything else, 


in Brief 


TIE hattle for aupremiey bu- 
tween Airbus and Bocing in- 
tensified as lhe European group 
bent its US rival to land u $1.7 
billion contract for 34 atreraft 
with Belgian lag-carrîcr Sabena. 


FRENCH fraucl squad officers 
smashed a $170 million 
bill-padding ring in Paris, The 
Serlous Fraud Office in London 
1s already working with the 
French onı a parallel scandal, 
thought to involve oil trading and 
energy group ELF, 


management firm Mercury 
Set Management by Merrill 


T HE acquisitlon of UK money 
ا‎ 


Lynch for §5.2 billion has 


Mercury boss Carol 


Galley a $17 milllon windfall, 


‘WY OLKSWAGEN, Europe's . 


largeat car maker, ia re- 


ported to be in talks to buy a 
take fn Volvo, thè Swedish auto 
manufacturer, VW has already 

. expressed anı interest in buying 
Rolls-Royce Motors fram British 

. |: emgineering group Vickera. 


ı FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
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kets — $244 billion last year — is 
determined “by global cyclical cor- 
ditions and vulnerable to higher in- 
terest rates”, 

The question is how do the 
national authorities and the inter. 
national policemen deal with this. 
Japan itself, whatever the short. 
term domestic riaka, has to learn 
the Barings/BCCI lesson. That is 
that no single institution, whatever 
its pedigree, should be propped up, 

The Bank of Japan has a duty to 
step nand assist in the orderly un- 
winding of positions, in which the 
main risk takers, the shareholders 
and bondholders, pay the price even 
ifthat depreages the equity markets, 

The concern of the Bank of Japan 
has to be contagion and systemic 
risk, not the protection of a single 
interest group, however strong its 
political connections. One of the en- 
during lessons of events in South- 
east Asia is that bankers and 
economic officials make a historic 
error when they ignore the political 
context of their loans. 

The most reassuring aspect of 
the seismic shifts in the global eeo- 
nomy is that the United States lıas 


ment waulrl raiher contemplatı 
ing Disability Living Al . 
hereby nol breaking a manifrsto 
commen {har putting up lax on 
he very richest peuple in Britain. 

lı is beside the puint for the Guy- 
ernment t4 say thal it is ¢armarking 
£200 million from the Welfare 1o 
Wurk programme to help single par- 
unts find jebs, In an ideal worlel, it 
might be better far single parents to 
be earning a living wage rather than 
being stuck oıı benefits. 
But ministers are really only tar- 
geting mothers with children of 
schoo! age. What about Lhose with 
toddlers and those who don't want 
their children to come back to an 
empty home? 
In any case, we already know that 
removing these top-ups for lone par- 
ents will make them less rather than 
more likely to work, How do we 
know this? Easy, Helpfully, Harriet 
Harman, the Social Security Secre- 
tary, explained it all to us in Novem- 
ber last yenr.when she responded to 


or income to help with 


Mr Clarke's plan thus: “The abolt- 
tion [of onê parent beneflt] will 
make workihg lone mothers worse 
off and discourage work amongst 
this group. Lone Parent Premium 
. recognises that lone parents face ad, 
|. ditlonal costs in bringing up thelr. 

çhildren — they do not have a part . 


' ners timê 


2 2 0 ae than a dress 
rehearsal for the more alı tur- 
bulence to come. E 

Despite the criticisms that have 
been made of globalisation, it has 
delivered — across the Pacific, in 
Latin America, in the transition 
countries of Russia and eastern 
Europe and parts of Africa — access 
to capital markets, which enabled 
governments to press ahead with 
economic reforms and development, 
As the World Bank has shown in ita 
work on East Asia, it has not neceg. 
sarily greatly improved the distribu 
tion of wealth among soclal classes, 

But, as the IMF said in its 
updated October 1997 World Eco- 
nomic Outlook report, Asia has 
become the region of highest risk. 
The IMF makes clear that the large 
swing ir asset prices seen in Japan 
and Southeast Asia poses threats to 
the “soundness of financial sys 
tems” and a more broadly based 
problem for stock markets and eco- 
nomic confidence. 

That is not all. The IMF, which is 
now having to sort this ness out, 
also noted that the flow of capital 
from lhe West to the emerging mar- 


Single parents don't carry the 
same political clout. Although they 
pay billions of pounds In taxes (ex- 
cise dutles and VAT, in particular) 
they are not big donors to the 
Labour party and #0 dont have 
Bernie Ecclestone's ability to seek 
meetings in Downing Street, 

The second point is that there is 
ruore than one way of keeping the 


budget deficit under control. TÎ 


memory serves well, the argument 
Labour’ ‘used against putting a 
50 pènce tax rate on peûplè earning 
more than’ £100;000 ($170,000) a' 


. Year was that the £1 billion raised | 


2 e BOS at 4648. eld ui OSS it iD 00. 


with their'-lavish Christmas. | 


e 
éarninğ abûvé £100,000 that blood, "rejolie 


ET the’ araount raised by 
1: acrapping the higher single- | 


parent rate of both child ben- 
efit and income support will be the 


princely sum of £390 million over |. 


years: One might think that a 
Party committed..to social. justice 
wolild be happy to slap a £i -biftion 
e on those whooping it up in the 
bonuses so that it could increase 
e for single parenta. Not û bit of 


The stoêk response. io thls argu 


mentis that Labour doesn't break ts. |. madh 


promises, ‘and it awore to all those 
people 


they wouldn't have to pay more in |. 


| was simply not Worth the aggro. ` 2 


come tax. Apparently, the Govern- 


second largest economy in the world 
might have been expected to apply 
the balm by making available large 
lines of credit from its own financial 
system. But it is in ro condition to do 
s0. With the potential for a domino 
reaction within iis own banking 
structure, following the Yamaichi 
catastrophe, the Bank of Japan will 
have enough to do looking after its 
own, without becoming too deeply 
embroiled in the Korean tangle, 

All the turmoll that has been seen 
in globa! markets this autumn has 
originated in the Far East, First, 
there were the assaults on the fixed 
exchange rate links to the dollar in 
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia, 
which swept the system into the 
sea. This led to large-scale devalıua- 
tions, resulting in the IMF being 
called in across the Pacific to a 
region that, for the past 20 years, 
appeared to have transcended the 
laws of gravity. 

Second, it was on the Hong Kong 
stock market in October that the 
losses, which at one point wiped 
more than 500 points off the Dow 
Jones, began. It is entirely possible 
that the events of October will be 


mined to avold making the same 
mistake, particularly in the light of 
Labour's past tendency to go ba- 
Nanas on public spending in the firat 
couple of years of a Parliament, only 
to be forced into painful and unpop- 
ular retrenchnıent in years three, 
four and five, 

The paper is a warning shot 
across the bows of the rest of tlıe 
Cabinet. It illustrates ' jist how 
quickly the norradjusted PSEBR can 
lurch from surplus into substantial 
deficit, and iş meant to prdvide am- Î' 
munition for the Chancellor to swat 
for more cash for health, 
education, transport and so;oh, 

a macro-economic view: 


no bigger |. 


same way. : 0 
` Indeed, the attacks-on single par- 


away calls 


point, the Governments ‘logic is 
Perfectly sound. But from .a micto- 
economic stance it is absurd, Ac. 
cepting that the size of the: public 
spending cake will be 
than that baked by Kenneth Clarke” three 
ot mean that the cake has to be 
cl E 1 


`] ents’ benefits ‘are intellectually dig- 
‘honest, Mr C E 


$ WE kuow 8o cleatly in the 
UK from the dramas at Bar- 


î | | could not come at a worse time or in 
awprse part of the world. 


fiacla! officials will need to focus 


on twin problems at the same time: 
he İploslon at one of the fattest 
fgers and cracks iı the Japanese 
tanking system, The two are not un- 


he 


cnnected. 

Al the indications are that the 

uth Korean ing system iş 
, too. Under 


circumstances, as a‏ ا 
alter of Asian pride, Japan as the‏ | 


New Labour, new depths 


plating (he wider war be will talk ! Targeting single parents 


MID all the euphoria sur- 
rounding Labour's election 
victory, 


mefooked. M 
Tee highly 


» the Prime Miu- 
keep faith with him. 
why a poll in 


There is a tragic quıalily lo : or spending cuts fills 
Larry Elliot with disgust 


scribes with understated poi abudget 


voters he does nol seek, 


discussions about Vietnam. At U 
highest levels of governmenl, ort 
crilival nine-month period, there 
muclı talk of clominoes falling 

the nee to ctemonstrate force. B 
there is no precise analysis Or 
conjecture about the likely done 
and foreign policy consequences 
waging war in Vietnam or of awk 
ing it. (It is hard to believe Ê 
Beschlass woulkcl not have inclu 
such conversations had they 
isted.) In the spring of 1964, J §ix 
son tells Russell, “I don't think 
people of the country know MF |; 
about Vietnam and I think they |’ 
a hell of a lot less.” But the pë 
dent knew they woııld care once 
hodlics cane home. 


records in one of these stories 
was referred to as “The Mastê 
Funerals," ا‎ 
The book's second se 
contains a number of brief 
that reveal Kawabata's ablily 0f 
a moment of E n 
page or two of striking . 
sketches, often referred to او‎ 
like, reveal his ا‎ for 
excitements of literary exP . 
tion. Many are purely lyri i 
reveal an acute sense of te ا‎ 
conditions found in interwar J, ٣ 
such as “The Moncy Road, 
describes some remarkable 1 
that took place after the ابن‎ | 
quake of 1923 virtually de, 
Tokyo, or “The Sea, which 


A Trea 


the plight of o ! 
Se cour ر‎ 
a the difficullies ا‎ 1 
bata's subtle and diffeult 0 Î 
the translator, J. س‎ 
lias generally’ struck 41 1: 
balance between e 
need to create a 
evocative possibilty. Hol 8 
be congratulated for 


able in Englislı a nimber 
works by 8 e 
author. Hê chose ¥ it 
the variûus possibllties a1! 
him. 


silualion . . . IJI be goddaunned if 1 
don't think it's hopeless.” A few lays 
later Sen. Russell tells hin, “We 
should get out, but I don't know any 
way to get out.” McGeorge Buncly 
tells him that “90 percent of the peu- 
ple” want no part of an Asian war, 
Johnson himself does not know 
what to do, He senses the disas- 
trous consequences of sending 
troops to Vietnam, but he is nol 
going to be the president who “losi” 
Southeast Asia. He desperately 
wants to postpone the tough deci- 
sions until after the election, but the 
North Vietnamese attack on a U.S, 
destroyer in the Gulf of Tonkin and 
the reports of a second attack 
{which probably did not take place) 
push him to authorize a retaliatory 
strike on North Vietnam. As the 
book ends, he is already contem- 


are some parts that differ from the 
truth.” He proceeds to make further 
corrections and suggestions, then 
makes the following statement, 
which goes to the core of his ambi- 
tions in this short but remarkable 
work: 

“I cannot simply imagine that 
something has ‘vanished’ or ‘been 
lost’ in the past just because Î do not 
recall it. This work was not meant to 
resolve the puzzle of forgetfulness 
and memory. Neither was it 
intended to answer the questions of 
time and life. But it is certain that it 
offers a clue, sonie plece of eyi- 
dence.” 

In resolutely seeking for such 
clues, Kawabata rernoves “Diary” 
from that gente of nihilistic literary 
games so much practiced in the West 
in the postwar years. For Kawabata, 
the fact that we cannot know is per- 
haps more anı occasion for chagrin, 
for humility. “Bad as my memory 
is,” he writes, “I have no firm belief 
in memory. There are times when I 
feel that forgetfulness is a blessing.” 

Other stories in the first part of 
this collection circle around the 
sense of loss that Kawabata felt as a 
youngster over the many deaths in 
his family, and how this radical 
loneliness marked his very concepi 
tions of reality. No wonder, as he 


LL.USTRATION: RANDY MAYS 


truly depressed. He was much more 
ıupset by attacks in the press than 
his public demeanor suggested, ancl 
having had a massive heart attack 
nine years earlier, he was worried 
whether he could stand the strain of 
four more years in the White 
House. "1 don't want to be in this 
place [incapacitated] like 
[Woodrow] Wilson,” he told Jenk- 
ins. But a compromise was reached 
on the Mississippi delegation and all 
talk of going back to Texas abruptly 
stopped. 

The second critical issue is Viet 
ıianı. From the first the shadow of 
the war hung over the new adminis- 
tration. About a week after Johnson 
takes office, William Fulbright, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, tells the presi- 
dent, “I just think that it is a hell of a 
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Eavesdropping in 
The Oval Office 


how Johnson sandbagged Russell to 
get him on the commission; the 
president announced the appoint 
ment before the Georgia Democrat 
had accepted and without telling 
him that Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
whom Russell profoundly disliked, 
had already agreed to serve as 
chairnnan. 

The story of LBJ's relatîonship to 
Robert Kennedy has been told 
oflen, but the tapes make clear that 
he was obsessed with the dead pres- 
dent's younger brother. Johnson 
was prone to see Bobby's hand in 
any unfavorable press account of his 
adıninistration, and lie was con- 
vinced that the attorney general was 
plotting to snatch ıe Denıocratic 
nomination from him in 1964. 

Throughout the time covered by 
this engrossing book, LB] is preoc- 
cuıpled with lwo central issues, ei- 
ther of wlıich could have derailed 
his presidency. The first is the Civil 
Righis Act, a Kennedy bill that had 
been stalled in Congress. We see 
him flattering and cajoling senators 
to enlist their support, and admon- 
ishing Hubert Humphrey for a wire 
service story in which he is qunted 
as saying that tlhe president night 
compromise on the bill: "That's not 
my position. I'm against any amend- 
ınent. 1'm going to be against i{beın 
right up until 1 sîgn them. . ." 

The civil rights bill passes, but a 
crisis looms over the seating of the 
all-black Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party. Johnson is con- 
vinced that seating the blacks will 
cost him the election, The president 
tells his aide Walter Jenkins that he 
is going to quit and go home and 
shows him a statement he intended 
to make: “The times require . . . a 
voice that men of all parties and sec- 
tions and color can follow .. . I am 
not that voice ... 1 suggest .. . that 
no consideration be given to me be- 
cause I am absolutely unavailable.” 

Was this a ploy to force a compro- 
mise at the convention? Probably. 
But his conversations just before 

the convention suggest that he was 


AIichard J. Barnet 


TAKING CHARGE 

The Johnson White House Tepes, 
1963-1964 

Edited by Michael R. Beschloss 
Simon & Schuster. 591 pp, $30 


RESIDENT Lyndon Johnson 
taped about 9,500 of his pri- 
vate conversations, slarting 
the day he taok the oath of office 
and ending shortly before he left 
ihe White House. Taking Charge, 
Lhe first volume în a series, is based 
on 240 hours of talk recorded dur- 
ing lis first nine montlıs in office. 
The historian Michael Besclloss, 
who svleclecl and cditedl the tapes, 
provkles a helpful commentary 
throughout the book, identifying 
the casi of characlers whose words 
are being recorrled without their 
knowledge. Occasionally, he will 
conunent on the truthftılness or lıid- 
den significance ol what Johnson is 
selying, bul İn nıost vases he wisely 
lets tlıe presidertt's worcls speak for 
thenıselves, 
‘The resull is :t fascinating portrait 
of an imposing, manipulative, glri- 
ver, conflicted, and surprisingly vul- 
nerable character whose political 
ambitions ilıad suddenly heen 
achieved under friglıtening cireun- 
stances. Jolnson's immediate reac- 
tion to the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy was that it was a Soviet 
plot and that it might be followed by 
an allout nuclear attack, But within 
days he was convinced that the Sovî- 
ets were not involved. The great 
danger, as he explained to Sen. 
Richard Russell, was a congres- 
sional investigation in which 
"they're testifying that Khrushchev 
and Castro did this and did that and 
kicking us into a war that can kill 
forty million Americans in an hour.” 
The Warren Commission was an 
attempt to use the prestige of promi- 
nent Americans to forestall this and 
to forge a bipartisan consensus that 
would put conspiracy rumors to 
rest, In these transcripts, we see 


When Forgetfulness Is a Blessing 


itself, an afterword appended in 
1925, and a second afterword at- 
tached still later. The material pre- 
sented in the tale itself, Kawabata 
tells his readers in the first after- 
word, is taken from his teenage 
diary and concerns his attempts to 
care for lıis dying grandfather, by 
then his only close relative, The old 
man grows weaker as the story pro- 
gresses. Kawabata tells us in the 
second afterworcl that he was to die 
some eight days later. 

If is easy to see why he wag re- 
garded as such a precocious writer, 
for the description of the old man, 
from his incoherent mumblings to 
his seemingly constant need to uri- 
nate, is gripping to read, particularly 
when experienced through lhe con- 
sclousness of the young boy, who is 
forced to help the situatlon along as 
best he can. According to the first 
afterword, in his published version 
Kawalıata added only anı occasional 
parenthesis to the original text, in 
order to identify persons ahd places 
and, occasionally, to augment his 
memories of his own responses, In 
the second afterword, however, he 
acknowledges that “since I wrote 
that first Afterword as fiction, there 


composed when he was a young 
writer, serve as a reminder that he 
was then fascinated by the work of 
the European imagists and symbol 
ists, who often used similar tech- 
niques in order to move from fact to 
suggestion, 

Many of the 20-odd stories thal 
make up this collection are only a 
few pages in length. A number of 
them are juslly famous in Japan, but 
only one, “Tlie Dancing Girl of Izu," 
has receivel wide circulation in 
traıslation, in a slightly shortened 
version by the great Edward Seiden- 
sticker, first published in the 1960s 
and available in a variety of editions 
over lhe years, “The Dancing Girl," 
like many other stories included 
here, contain strong autobiographi- 
cal elements, but these are used not 
for their own sake, as possible 
selfrevelations, but as a means to 
suggest the difficulties of penetrat- 
ing toward aly kind of ultimate 
truth. 

This conviction, se important to 
an understanding of Kawabata's 
basic artistic stance, is most clearly 
revealed in the second story, “Diary 

of My Sixteenth Year.” The story 
contains three layers: the narrative 


Thomas J. Rimar 
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aa ona ats a 
e A S DEATH approaches, mem- 
ory erodes,” writes Kawa- 
bata in orte of the graceful and often 
unsetlling stories contained in this 
new collection. These few worlds ıe- 
veal lhe thıemes tat pervacle these 
diverse tales, bul can only begin lo 
suggest their range and subtlely, 
Kawabata (1894-1972), the first 
Japanese writer to receive the Nobel 
Prize, in 1968, has long been kıown 
irr the United States and Europe for 
such novels as The Sound Of The 
Mountain, Snow Country and oth- 
ers that often hark back to the tradi- 
tions of classical Japanese literature. 
He enıploys devices from those long 
poetic traditions in order to create 
in modern prose his remarkable ef- 
fects: juxtapositions of itnage upon 
image to open up the depths of feel- 
ing lurking behind placid surface re- 
ality. These stories, most of them 
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Letter from Japan Jane Norman 


Maath hak u 
Death becomes him 
corted the mistress out, trying not 


N A spring day you might 
: 0 have seen a happy family sit- | to snicker. All that red meat might 
elx and nina daya. `. ting under the cherry trees. | have killed the old man in the end, 
duesovuBton ine vuenen. oa f EY 1 j| Te hmiy consisted of three mem | but it seemed to have done te iu. 
used to Improve tha pragrancy rate In f | es, old Mrs Kuwabara, her son, | while he was alive, At least one 
couplsa wlth aome types of Infertility. and a photograph of her late lugs mourner was sincere, 


@ Injection number 1 
Metrodîn, a gonadotrophin, 


Making babies‏ ا 
How to stimulate‏ 


a multiple birth 


nla ty 


@ Injeetlon number 2 


, on a deckchair to itself, The Old Kuwabara's son had done 
One side alfect is “superovulatllon: the Bload testa and ulirasound band, on a to i 1 ¥ ۰ 8 n ; 
: : e 0 produolon ol n n When اسا‎ rao ا‎ photograph had been taken from its | well. In his mid-40s, he already 
Samantha Colemaıı and her sextuplet aiblinga: life hasn’t been one 


resulting pregnancies ara mullipie (mostly 
twin). Whan IVF la used loo, ihe rale rises 
to about a quarter, Including f par cent of 
four or mora births. Multpls births resulting 
from the use of fertilty iruga have a higher 
incidencë of premature dellvery and probably 
of miscarriage or sill birth; and some 
atıdieg show a higher incidence of 
tubal pregnancies, which can be 
dangerous, İn rare casaa other 
aide aifecta Include ovarian 
hypersllmulatlon, in which 


when ihe ovarian follicles 
reach the required gize, 
and oestrogen levels ars 
ndequale, a aeparale 
hormone Injection ls 
used to Irigger ovulallon. 

2 Sexual Inlercourse or 
arilficlal insemination 
can be timed for hia 


usual place on the Buddhist altar in | owned a chain of restaurants and 
Mrs Kuwabara's living room. played golf with some of Kyoto's 

Mirs Kuwabara got on with her Prominent citizens, Among these 
husband much better once he was | was an undertaker who never let a 
dead. Every evening she sum- close relative of a golfing partner 
moned him with a gong to tell hin pass unobtrusively into the next life 
about the day's events and ask him | if he could help it. The death of old 
to intercede in the other world on Kuwabara was the sort of opportu- 
ihe family's behalf. She put the fam- nity he relished, 


long holiday for the Britlah family since the novelty wore off 


The septuplets born last week brought joy to lowa, but 
doctors in Britain are not pleased. Why? Because of 
fertility drugs. By Chris Mihill and Sarah Boseley 


is increasing prosperity down to A magnificent funeral, lasting 
arene, hire 2 hisefforts, three days from wake to cremation, 
en a miracle eem 


2 E ٤ Old Kuwabara in life had ıo time Was arranged. The queue of mourn- 

. for such nonsense witlı gongs. His | ers, mainly young Kuwabara's bust 

= 7 2 ٍ frandfather had inherited a fortune | ness associates who had never sef 

lose sS أ‎ 1 S Ss f 1 n e : : 1 hich he Squandered on ilkadvised | eyes on the old man, wound out of 
f ia f: 1 Fntures and riotous living, leaving | the temple garden and down the 

| is family with nothing but their street. The mourners bowed in turn 
. | is to live on. As a result oll | in front of the coffin, fit an incense 
Kuwabara grown up in grinding | stick and passed on to the exit 
where the undertaker's employees 


would not have known, but | large amounts of the chemicals at 

they were nıaking good-news | this time, because the ovaries are were handing out small white er 
headlines across the world last | starting 1o fail and the body tries When the Buddhist priest came velopes. Each envelope contained a 
week: the second known set of sep- | harder to stimulate them, 2% ۲ lo the house to chant a sutra for the card printed with reflections on the 
lunlets ever born alive, and, if they In many cases the urine is cal 2 / axestors in front of the altar old transience of life and a gill vouche. 
Jive, the first to survive, Doctors at | lected fran nunnerics; in recent went into the other room | for 1,000 yen ($7.80) fronı a Kyoto 
the lowa Methorlist Medical Centre, | years demand for the drugs has . 7 Bnd turned up the volume of the 
in Des Moines, talked of a miracle, | beconıe so great that urine collec- 7 


Te seven little McCaugheys nıenopausal women, who prorluce 


i 8 
From the ashes. . , St Georges Hall, Windsor Castle, after ita restoration 


1 
8 1 Ê 
PHOTOGRAPH GRAHAM TURNER 


A five-star Forte in oak and gilt 


department store, Maev Kennedy 7 home is immaculate agnin, six | baskets, while 7,000 dusthins carrirl 
ki 1 Jecar! Er 1 : i His oj onitary to drown him Finally the corpse was borne {o ل‎ rnonths ahead of schedule, under away whit could not be salvagecl. 
and their father Kenny (lescribed | tion is a big industry in countries : : wife came to remonstrate, | the crematorium in a golden hearse. INDSOR CASTLE is open budget, and in time for her 50h Of the thousands of priceless 
“one of the most blessed events that | such as Spain, where tankers tour es ٤ he gave her a punch which sent | Tlıe gold was a costly extra which 
I have ever encountered”, villages picking up specimen bottles 0 تڪ‎ 


for business again, exactly Î wedding anniversary last week. "We 

five years after the bonfire obviously think it's quite good," 

which lit up the Berkshire sky and | Michael Peat, Keeper of the Privy 
added to what ihe Queen dubbed Purse, said with undlerataternent, 

her “annus horribilis”. The fire started in the chapel, 

Death and (axes were still to where the heat of a spotlight set too 

come a§ more horrible years fol- | close lo a curtain caused it to ignite. 

lowed, but tlıe Queen's favourite Î The flames spread and destroyed 


The news was not, however, | and transporlng them to process- 
received with such unqualified en- ing factories. The newer drugs, 
thusiasm on the other side of the however, are mar-mıade versions, 
Atlantic. In Britain, fertility special- | derived from DNA technology. 
ists and even charities for the infer- The drugs are used in three types 
tile were raising serious questions | of fertility treatment. They are given 
about whether such a multiple preg- İ in low doses to women who natu 
nancy should have been allowed to | rally lack the hormones, and in 


anliques and works of art, only one 
huge painting and one sideboard 
the size of a bus, both toa big to re- 
move, were entirely destroyed, 
Some havv criticised the iracli- 
tional style of architecture adoptect 
for those rooms that hal to be en 
tirely rebuilt, including the chapel, 


young Kuwabara was not in a posi- 
tion to refuse, The family shook 


their heads in amazement. The 


Just a Waste of money!" snarled 

0 0 0 بے‎ old Kuwak 1 
4 4 4 86 BB 90 S2 $4 widows brother 

1982 4 B6 B8 5 92 94 $6 1982 B8 3 80 92 * 96 1982 8 : 9 Since d 1 other expressed aid 2] 


I? 8 ti E o a more enlightened state only wish the old rogue could have 
Women of a certaln age... : | mg and attaining enlighten | been here {o see Il 


Al mullıpla birih by age of mother in England and Wales, rala per 1,000 materniies (1935) TTI. | et means attaining buddhahood, Once old Kuwabara had passed 


than 100 rooma, including | and the vast St George's Hall. One 

çj" erson becomes a | througlı the furnace there were still ics state rooms. suggestio: 

: 2 Buddha . . 1 in Country Lifc was for a 

happen. Far from being a triumph of higher 2 to (e raping E E se ا کے ا ا‎ ea er he dies. Buddhism | a few bones left among the ashes. Dousing the fire took more than Dae hall With slot ir the roof 

ga O E E OS rine can lead lo a mut el lie aj a for of | be af UE e O, each ment breads all o ger Kom Buea Cau row runway, s0 
2 5 9 8 ا‎ a ا‎ . € : 

MeCaughey, the mother, as almost | est doses are used in women under | ` 2 : 3 @ Compllcatlons during?" | i cpg up a bon les all over London and the jta could admire planes over 


: Worship, with a pair of chopsticks and de- 
a medical disaster. going in-vitro fertilisation (IVE), | %: 2 : ا‎ 2 OF ا‎ on the confusion in | posited f in an ® Old Mrs 
The 29-year-old seamstress from | From up to 10 eggs in a monthly 5 4 ا و 2 س س ا ت‎ living. Kuwabara carried the urn home and 
the small town of Carlisle, Iowa, | cycle, two or three embryos are inv | © Death ol inlanta wihin 28 dap i, Old Kuwabara died of a heart at- | placed tt on the altar beside her hus- 
may have had her seven babies, but | planted, and the rest frozen so that 1 triplats, 10 timas thal ا‎ the age of 68, Everybody in | band's photograph and a piece of 
many experts fear for their long- | future attempts at pregnancy can N SIE e euch aa cata naley oles | || AY knew that he had sent his | word wi o rame on it. 
term survival. But even if the babies | use the embryos created at the 20 O24 252 0-4 3509 044 Pratlerme auch aa armor! pit ti The priest had awarded a name 
do live, they may still be mentally | same time. At the levels used for Age of mother 2 with two characters instead of the 
and physically handicapped. Some j IVF, the drugs cost around £1,000 1 


Home Countiea. 

The Queen stood watching, a 
hunched figure in raincoat and 
Wellingtons, in .the ‘courtyard as 
more than 1¥ million gallons of 
water were pouring into the castle, 
The watër did' more damage than 


head. Prince Philip reportedly ended 
the argument by saying the modern 
designs would look silly when 
matched with the Winîlors’ furnil- 
ture, He also çontributed a scribbled 
pencil drawing for a stained glass 
Window for the chapel, saying mod- 


0 1th ise whlch F EE e 5 ay E ot be good enough; 
2 . ا‎ ISTRATION: PADDY ALLENIMATT BUCK usual three, a compromise which he Restoration cost or, f cliplomatically, the arc nitects decided 
smellyeight Fremature, abies, 2 ($1600) per nekin Britain. 4 4 1 0 hoped the old man might appreci- mostly paid for by a limited summer | it wasjust tn 
hood have their tives dogged by ill | implant seven embryos in Britain. | aim of fertility treatment should be tility is as common as cancer and it nappies for life. Identic ate. The posthurious name must rè- 


opéning ‘ùf Buckingham Palace to 
the publlc. The work required 75 
miles ,of scaffolding. Fragments of 


Flashback to the devastatlori | scorched plaster and per mould 
reaed by the fire in 1992 ` | Ings wert gathered up n 2,000 brend 


health. And in the shorter term Legal controls set out by the Human 
there ls a strong risk of lung dam- | Fertilisation and Embryology Auth- 
age, infections, cerebral palsy, blind- | ority say that no more than three — 
nê€s, mental retardation and j and preferably no more than two 5 
development problems wilh speech embryos should be implanted, in 
and coordination. order to reduce the chances of mul 

“Itis a miracle this American cou- Î tiple pregnancies. Despite this, the 
ple have got healthy children out of authority's latest annual report, pub- 
it at 32 weeks, although there is still | lished earlier this month, warned of 
a high chance of something going | the growing number of multiple 
wrong," Peter Brinsden, the med- births arising from IVF, with a third 
ical director at the British clinic | of IVF treatnıent now resulting in 


8 1 d Ti 
to give couples one or two children | is as real a problem,” he said. “It can | look good on posters 4n : on: dual 
at iat Tr ERtiiet with fertility | absolutely destroy people,” mercials, But with quads ٤ 2 aê that a e a 
drugs needs to be monitored so Then there is the stress multiple | quins, the sponsorship Piarel took 0 of perfect wis om ahd bliss: 
carefully, and you must intervene if Î births cause for the parents, A | are limited because there Am 5 Kuwabara was now a Buddha. 1 
a woman İf going io release seven or | ntother alone can cope with twins, | so many of them. bey 
eight eggs. The ainı should be for a | but with mare, assistance is essen- We have move un 
maximum of two babies." tial. Unless there are willing friends | 1930s, when the Dionne 4 ل‎ 

Once a multiple pregnancy had Î and relatives around, help costs | in Canada became baby او‎ 
occurred, some couples would | money; and the more children in The five identical Mist 
Annette, Cecile, Yvoane, Me 

Emilie — were taken 3¥ 


, With their forest ûf new blonde 
oak, acres of new carpets and blaze 
of gilt the’ restored chambers look 
“just like a five-star Forte, really”, 


flect the dead person's individuality 


1 sald one critic, ` 


meaninj a green plant that contains ] OW, would the Herb Girls top | 
no woody structures. ' Pungënt the charts? — Qay Lange, Hes- 
spices come mainly from thé ington, York : * © ا‎ 


Any answers? 
warmër parts of Aierica and Adia, 


: : e S THERE û truth in th 
The milder herbs are largely tem- / 8 0 


LHD cars it is 'on the right — 
Matthew Guite, Staines, Surrey 


refuse to contemplate selective | the house, the shorter money is 
reduction because of religious | going to be. Some fathers end up 


by the Onlario : rate İn origi ie, th i | f N the classi 1940i Ton & hori a En treos carî 
views, but the chances of a miscar- Î giving up their job to help with car- | their parents 1 E IEE pPerate In origin — i€, those mos ¢ classic, 19404 | o aneously combtist? — 
where the first test-tube baby was | multiple pregnancies, Tage before 30 weeks were | ing for the children, which means | ment and placed ina hî lê there WV ElcHis more ik e e tel, Derry al E RF leh Chambers, London 
born in 1978, said last week, "Î hope Yet even in Britain there are no extremely high, Mr Brinsden said. the family has another adult on hand 2 ning aa a hap an electric kéttle boiling kettle ùh a ` | apicee come ainly" OF wholly) tû camera eid La 2 0 N E kittil-hea tng 
the oulcome is happy, but I have to ا‎ e 0 ا‎ use of 8 i ا ا ا‎ eli Norther ireland relieve the misery ofthe Dere Morr rerg a | #8 Hob ûr a riierowavé oven? | form the Spice Islands (the Moluc: | nrouriful volcer “Danê you bè: VV livaflably placa 
say itis not good medicine," lertility drugs, and babies born as a | the charity for people sceki - 1 best known such j the na, Manufacturera place e ا‎ ' | cae) îê incûrrekt H N Ridleys' clas eve itl” What 14 its origin? "| j ûder windows, S ti 
There are more multiple births Î result are not recorded cenlrally, as | ily treatment, said it was important İ who had quads in August 1996 gave The best Wale € petrol tank fllle cah gi : 0: a i 8 Origin?  , | Un 1 WIRGOWS, urely. € heat, 
qaw han there have ever becn, orn | they re ee o Tet | al ea E E Cas a E na EO ا‎ torn hf: ol ump nozzle en reac iE Te i E describe e onl D URINE this périod thie Anti. | AR ed Benham, hd 8 ear 
1 1: ity drugs. Mrs | tl € 1 irths | of doctors, although doctors had no | ci : ey li to pe date n: ا‎ inê were Dararioi- E ESE Gi و‎ 
MCC in Britain since 1978, when Steptoe | right to insist women underwent | a week on nappies, £30 a week on | ber 198. Tie pee dl f | tof 0 lef or the Electricity is generated by burning three origihate in ‘the Moliccas, — , Cûris were pararioldl about an iri 
Metrodin, one of the most widely | and Edwards pioneering work at Î abortions if they experienced a mul- | baby food, £30 a week on milk pow- | sponsorship 


btlon wij i iP- This ls done in eof g8 or coal in a power station at be. 
1 Ik po : her Î | Reorm, yp POTOL station 'coa- | tween 40 r ‘efficiency. 
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an is not good to carry seven ba- Î Bottles, steriliser, teats and dunt | — the Colemans and fs a 1 long enol ا‎ ior eth 


used fertility drugs, although others j Bourn Hal in Cambridge resulted 
such as clomiphene and Pergonal Î in the birth of Louise Brown. 


Paul Halliday, Uppingham, Rutland. Yasion.by the Japaiese, Auithenticiy | J$ PEHER iî a cute for mornin 
SS A Wis everything, hence ol things for. | | aiken li dar e E, 


glğn. were checked.and recheck tl, | Fiona Brighthiati, Alberta, Canade‏ : ر 
ihe 0q .;‏ ا 8 i i i 1 1 | 1993 e Fueye from electricity, 1s ‘everi niore ineffl- whit dogs not pfo- | This paranola vad‏ 
dru rk Î The current medical director at | bies, [Bobbi McCaughey] is very mies cost £120, Nursery equipment, | born in 1986 and 198 r Ê o despite all'thj 8: CI, 18 e ine oes not pı his paranol ERR E‏ 1 
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the world's medi 


ovaries, For many years these have | because it achieved a pregnancy, 


Britain need medical help in achlev- | mare. Already Procter & Gamble ` ESLIE ` KENNEDY, 18° insuffi 
been derived from the urine of Î but it İs an unhappy outcome. The 


OOS ing j High ا‎ : : 
ing the family they long for. “Infer- | has offered the McCaughèys free | ‘Research by Matt Ke ù ars - ciently dxplicit vember 2). 
: ein erb is a general’ bûtanlcal term 


Her first job with BA was in plan- 
ning, but she moved to sales marı- 
agement and marketing, then was 
promoted to general manager of 
BA's Gatwick operation. In 1993, 
just after giving birth to her first 
child, she was appointed general 
manager’ of the airline's US opera- 
tian, which has 2,000 employees, 
and was sent back to the US, An 
other baby followed in 1995, but 
within two years she was sum- 
monedl back to the UK to heal a se- 
cret project codenamed Blue Sky. 1 
was the new, no-frills airline, which 
will put its first cheap-rate passe 
gers in the air early next year. 

She has never been aware, she in- 
sists, of sexist attitudes holding 
back her progress lo the top. Nef 
ther, she says, does she suffer fron 
Queen Bee Syndrome — the tag ap- 
plied to female high-fliers accuse 
of pulling up the drawhridge orice 
they have made it ta the top ancl nol 
encouraging olher wornen to follow 
in their foctsteps. The lasl five 
months, she says, have been ex- 
hausting. With her family still based 
in the US, she has been comıuuting 
across tlie Atlantic iıı order lo spend 
time with her children. They have 
ılow relocated 1o Lonclon, but prob 
biy see litle more of heir iuther. 
Her days, she explains, start at Bait, 
when she cals breakfast with her 
English investment banker hus- 
banl. 

They leave the house before their 
chiklren are awake, “We TiPloe uul, 
s0 we Jo" wake then or 1li MiMY, 
aNd Û gt u the uflice atl Rn. 
Then Lamu runing all day until I yet 
hune al about 230pu. Then I put 
the chiklren to bed arıd usunlly clu a 
litle more work." Sumdlimes, Ikow- 
ever, She insists on making nıore 
time for her family. "I might JUS Siy 
1am leaving at üpın. Then I can be 
home in time to gcl a whole Jıouır or 
hoıır aud a half witlı the kids before 
they go to bed.” She «oes nol, slıc 
says, crave mare Ume with her chil- 
dren or suffer the guilt experienced 
by so many working mothers, “I 
never resent the job," she says. 

One day, maybe, she might con- 
sider "doing a Brenda Barnes” — a 
reference to the $17 million-a-year 
president of PepsiCola in the US 
who recently quit her job to apend 
more time with her family. Then she 
bursts into laughter. “I wouldn't gct 
rid oftlıe nanny, though!" 


smoke, But all the beda are 
taken, None of the “pallenta” — 
Al women — looks fat, 

The slimming ward's star 
patient is Geng Anda, aged 18, 
who although under 5ft (1.52m) 
used to weigh 153kg, After 
months on the ward, he has lost 
more than half the weight. PJlla 
and rhubarb massage helped cut 


his lab and curb his appetite, 


«His bulk branded him as 
handicapped, a stigma in China 
Where achaola are often closed 


. to all but able-bodied children, 
.| Asa result, he is illiterate, 


“Being overweight can hurt 


3 more than your looks,” says Dr 
„Jiao, .ر‎ 

; ‘The doctor i8 a member mem- . 
. ber ofthe Communist Party. , 
, Most prized, tlıough is hiş nick- . 

. name — Professor Rhubarb — a 


tribute to hia vaat knowledge of 


: |. the varieties and properties of  , : 


ia favourite ingredient, EE 
He, insists that it i not only :.. 
tlıe wealthy who benefit fram :, 
Shanghai’a troubled textile , 
factories alao come to him, 
“They have to look pretty to get 
new jobs. The prettler-you are, 
the easler it ia to find work,” 


` his work, Women laid off by 


Mount Holyoke College for wurmen 
in Massachusetts and went on {o «lo 
her Masters at Ivy League Prince- 
ton, After graduating, she workerl 
4s A management consultant inn 
Waslington DC. The job brought 
her to London in 1986. After just 12 
months, however, she wanted more 
action. The opportunity came with 
British Airways. She joined when 
the company wns privatised inı 1987. 
At that point, she ndmits “being 
Americın was a posilive attribute". 
The "world's favourite airline” 
wanted to be scen as an interna- 
tional organisation with a workforce 
to match. 


8 1 2 but I want to look 
etter,” Me Jiang saya, lying mo- 
tionleas as the pulsing elec- 1 
trodes of a Multlpurpose Passive 
Exerciser allently massage her. 
stomach. ل‎ 
Before connecting the ma- 
chine, a nurse rubbed her stom- 
ach with rhubarb unguent, a 
beauty palm first used by the 


Dr Jiao clatms to have im- 
carefully selected rhubarb roots 
used.to make crıımble — from . 
China's far.weat N 

Ma Jiang shuns exercise as 
Jou run around here? Even at 
six in the morning the air is, , 


pools are grubby and. thoge.in . 
hotels used by foreigners are 
THddled with the Aida-related . 


virus. But she worships forelgn | ' 
.Î fashion, ا‎ 


The treatment room, crammed 


concrete floor, is more like a 
military field. hospital than a 
beauty salon. It stinks of amımo- 
ıiia, cabbage and stale cigarette 


Cassini: spent her career hopping across the Atlantic PHOTO: DAVID SILLITOE 


. Emprega Dowager, 
` proved the formula, using only 
.— very different from the variety ; 


' unhealthy. “Run? Where can 


; dirty.” Swimming, she says,.iş 
| even more hazardous: publje . 


‘with narrow wooden pallets on a 


Transatlantic high flier 


an import. My passport may say 1 
an, but [ certainly don't feel like 
one.” She has been surprisecl by the 
interest in her new appointment. 
Such a simple promotion, she says, 
would not have created such a stir in 
the US. Possibly il is because 10 per 
cent of top executive positions in lhe 
US'S top 500 companies are now 
held by women, compared with only 
5 per cent İn the UK, 

Cassani is 37 years old and has 
spent her career hopping back and 
forth across the Alfantic to ever big- 
ger and better jobs. Born just out- 
side Boston, she got a BA in 
International Relations from the 


clinic with a lucrative side-line in 
slimming potona and sweat-free 
se. 

“In the past we could not even 
get enough to eat," he qays, 
“Now people are getting fatter 
and fatter, We are nearly as fat as 
the Americans.” 

A survey he helped conduct 
discovered more than 70 million 
overweight Chinese, China’s “lit. 
tle emperors”, the spailt product 
ofthe one-child policy, are par- , 
ticularly prone to flab, 3 

Sehooled in both Western and 
Chinese medicine, Dr Jiao first 
made his name treating obesity, 8 
gastric bleeding and other mala- 
dies with rbubarb-based conçoc- 
tions. An acadernic press 
published a collection of his 

research papers. But now he. 
increasingly catera to China's 
new narcissism. 2 

. Shanghai, the firat city to ban- 
ish Mao’s blue boller-suit, takes 
its appearance very seriously. 
Home to a galaxy of models and 
movie stara, it inherits a tradition. 
of high-fashion glitz and CoBsmo- 
politan vanity, 


EAUTY AND THE BEAST 
screamed a full-page news- 


Dr Rhubarb's fab flab cure 


Continued from page 24 
pranised land. A genial 46-year-old, 
he became interested in Gypsies in 
1975, when he formed a ronıantic 


ailachment to their language and to | Barbara Cassini is the 
fof, Klima read in loeal news. | latest American woman to 
papers about the first Gypsy exodus | head 

lo Canada. He was puzzled tlıat for up a UK company. 
the first time since 1989 peoyle ret | JUla Finch reports 

they wanted to leave and duly made 

a film about it last August, The reac- 


tion amazed hin1. 

"J was like an earthquake,” he 
says. "Thousands [of Gypsies] 
phoned up asking how they could 
leave. The Canadian government 
reacled and ended the visa agree- 
ment. It was like a nightınare." He 
found himself called the Gypsy 
king. hailecl by the Gypsies for 
highlighting their plight but — 1o 
ê leak — also congralu- 
lated by rightwingers for precipilat- 
ing their departure. 

He lad heard, too, of Gypsies 
guing to Dover and travelled with a 
parly on a bus there. The resulting 
short film followed the parly across 
Ihe Clıannel. Life appears rosy, with 
one Gypsy, Ladislav Scuku, talking 
abou the choice of schools, the 
health care and lis hopes to find 
work as a cook, as he lives on £140 
$340) a week for imsell and his 
fail. There is a friendly priest 
shown baplising Gypsy babies and a 
few rather frosty locals. Again the 

Klima says he "didn't want lo be a 
travel agen. They were emigrating 
already; nıaybe we made il faster 
but Ibat was all.” He believes lat 
lhe attention acl by buth the 
Progranime and ils reputed effecls 
wil be to the benefit of ihe Gypsies. 
But it's not simple, it's such Aa cont 
flicated question. There is a small 


paper ad last week. Tlie 
beast in question is Robert Ayling, 
the boss of British Airways. The 
beauty is Barbara Cassani, the 
woman he has jusl promoted to 
launch a new cut-price airline, Ia the 
ruthless world of international air 
travel, BA is viewed as a corporale 
piranlıa and cheap no-frills compeli- 
tors like easyJet, whiclı placecl the 
ad, fear Cassanî's mission could be 
to force them out of business, 

They have good reason to be wor. 
ried. Cassani is just the latest in an 
increasingly long line of high-flying 
American women who have landed 
top jobs in British boardrooms. 
They have a reputation fur being go- 
getting, lhave-itall prufessionals who 
manage careers, llomes, lıusbands 
and children with equal vigour. 
From Marjorie Scardino — the 
$715,000 a year “Texas Rose" who 
aw heads Pearson, tlıe media con- 
pany — to the Bank of England's 
lowa-born economist Deanne 
Julius, America's Jinest are thriving 
in British business, 

Burber'rys, (lat very English of 
brands, has just appuinted Ruse 
Marie Bravo as its new chiel. Previ- 
uusly, Bravo was boss of the Saks 
Fiflh Avenue store chain and 
Burberrys are reputed to be paying 
her $1.7 nlllion a year. Another US 


oportion of real racists but mainly retailer, Ann Iverson, previously of 
ا‎ j ple are antagonistic 1o their style Bloomingdale's, was axed from 
fe. There isn't antagonism lo- | Laura Aslıley lasl week — but slıe 
#ards the ı because | made a total of $3.4 trillion for her 


they work like bees from moruing | efforts, 


Their UK counterparts must worı- 
der why these women are so special. 
Cassani says slıe has “no idea” why 
American women are making it to 
thıe top in UK corporations when so 
many British women still feel their 


how 


tence. Maybe he should i 
the people of : show it to 


ported when she wag collecling Î sex prevents them getting that vital 
id signatures for a petition ask- promotion. Indeed, she doesn't even 
ple Gypsies to go, only two peo- | consider herself especially Ameri 
ked if One was a man who can: "I have been an employee of 
We had seen Schindler's | British Airways for 10 years, I'm not 
ton TY the other night.” 
"1 don't see the ion,” Klima 
mag a Put I trust in Tao — the 
i 1o ore important that the deg- 
beter lo trap ad an | 
1 lopefully to 
PE, û otto perhaps, for the | AW Higgins in Shanghal. 


aif jG Jikas and Jana who set 


۳ .. Gypsies, "The whet 3% to night." 


GUARDIAN WERG!’ 
November 30) 1 1 


Canada would be the answer, ‘By 
the film did not show the red lape 
and all the customs officers, Woull; 
I try again? I amı iıı debt now, hare: 
been linking about Australia but] 
link it's all over now. I coukhi 
1ake anuther deportation." 

What did the other Czechs fed 
about the suclcdlen spotlight? Yg 


iımir Rubas, aged 45, who worksal | 4 


technical cullege and lives on the; 
same Eeslale as Îvan and Arak 
says: “The Gypsies won't find a be 
ter life iı Englancl — they have nı 
erlucation and a bad attitude i ! 
work, Here they stay up late lk ' 
cause they doır't have to work, lhe : 
drink and play music loud. They s4, | 
we oppress Lhenn, but they oppress ; 
us with their noise. It's always bets 
the sarne. My grandfather worke ! 
in the uranium mines in Pribrami | 
the thirties, and the Gypsies, whe ` 
they got their pay cheques, wou 
live like lords for two or three dar ' 
and spend it all ancl then have nik i 
ing left.” 

A perceivecl lack of sympathy t: 
Gypsies is acknowledged ki 
Starıislav Penc, is a young fomë 


dissiclent who runs the Docunent „gk 


1ion Centre for Human Rights 
Prague, much like Searchlight i 
Britain. He suıggesis that in thelr 
seven years there have been ا‎ 
racially and ideulogically-motiraik | 
incidents, including an estimated 
murders. One ınuclrquotel e 
mate uf Gypsy murders simu I 
1dêy is 2&8: Lhe pulive claim br 
gure is less than lualf thal. 
Back in Drappuc, in lhe Sw ! 
lon resturant, Jose Kr 
chvil is finishiug UL 
meal. He has just ler 
police after 25 years xi 
vice, the last Iwo 
charge of 1 unit E: 
ımouitorecl extre 
groups, parlicul 
the skinheads 
„ hac targeled 


i world is leki] 
about the Cx: 
being racist. So Fj 
` lo you accoul i! 
the large numb 6 
Asians, Arabs, mw 
more different 
the Romanies, 


0 


racist iî my son brings 1 
Gypsy girlfriend and says he 2 
to marry her. I can be a Utopit#. 
say ‘How nice, or I can be a 8 
and say ‘That black bitch’, a 
be a realist and say Think 
again — her brother did a long?! 
in prison, her sister is a ا‎ 


h "read or Dover and, implicitly, for | Ff ruber nie 

ıer parents can’ : 1d, mj , for rhubarb paste, weighted 
Fomany family heard 0 i Gypsies for centuries, with bag of sand and attached 
would say [Î was ra Df CORRE to a flashing contraption by 
are renlists, they are drawl“ ' CORRECTION electrodes, Aida Jiang is one of 
their experience with Roane TAN ARTICLE . China's fashion vicims. 

“The police are blamed penyoF] 1o act iı headtined “A city told “I can’t wear tight jeans any 
doing anything, but this i8 Decl cuntained age” (November 2) | more, I feel like a gas balloon,” 
fault of bad public relations, ge bai isleading .. OFS that gave a | she says. “I want people to think 
the public don't know what % eC impression of the archi | Pm only 20 whén they aee me 
done to counter extremist iia, | keup The ar- | from behind.” 
the fall of the police state freedontt (n a n, Phen Bates, was based Though still a very trim 30, 
some people understood f Behind Tpook, Bruges, The City | she fears that childbirth haş 
expression differently. with J|. | cobs, parts afi Story, by Roel! | spoiled her chances of looking 

Josef sympathise j 2| compiling UC were misread | Hike her idol Cindy Cr and: 
mother about the gupe blur, | Port We Guardian Weekly's | the other gossamer models fea- 
tence for the attacker 0 here are or : tured in her favourite magazine, 
the judges. The effec be: twa the Chinese-language editlon of 
programme, he thinks, he , the glossy French fashion jour. 
ficial: “The Gypsies inal Elle, 
maybe the British sakine Cursed for. centurieş by 
tough as those in the [re famine, China is now fighting fat. 
lic, and people here 1 blen E, Leading the charge 1s Jino . 
have to study the pro fl of Donghal, doctor, rhubarb re- 
closely,” ıine make 5 Searcher and guru of 

The TY programme so he EDE trimıning. He runs Shanghai's 
Klima, is lappy to ا‎ lola le Ages, But built in the premier fat farm in a ward of the 
he has been given a82 gofl: tre” Our apologio,, "û3 of them | Xlangahan Chinese Medical 
sual Moses leading hr 0 Hospital, an underfunded state 

. 0| E 


One Pizen Gypsy who flew off lo 
the mythical better life iıı Canada is 
Milan Scuka. He is back, sadder and 
poorer. Borrowing $1,800 from 
family and friends, he had flown to 
Toronto with his pregnant girl- 
friend, tired, he says, of racism and 
wanting his family to grow up in a 
different way. In the centre of the 
town best known in England for 
Pilsner Urquell beer, he is now busy 
painting the window frames on a 
bleak flat for his family. 

“We had gone partly because of 
better living conditions but mainly 
because of the racial discrimination 
here, which people don't recog- 
nise.” His grandfather had been in a 
concentration camp during the war, 
he says, “but Im 25 and all we were 
taught at school was about the Jew- 
ish Holocaust, not about what hap- 
pened to the Gypsies." 

This is a common complaint: the 
world seems unaware of the 500,000 
Gypsies who died in concentration 
camps in the second world war. ls 
abel Fonseca, in her book Bury Me 
Standing, says that as few as 600 
Czech Gypsies survived the war. 
The others living there now arrived 
from Slovakia and further east. Gyp- 
sies would like a memorial at the 
site of one of the most notorious 
camps, at Lety in south Bohemia, 
butit is now a meat processing plant 
and the locals do not want it closed. 

At first, Milan had thought that 


0 
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escape. Jitka sınashed ler heal 
agaiust a stecl pole and dicd of her’ 
injuries. One of her altackers, Filip 


3 


Unwanted: A Gp child resta at Calnis awaiting deportation from Britain with 50 other Czechs in October; 
Milan Scuka (right) met a similar fate in Canada 


Gypsy malady 


found themselves in the poorer 
quarters. : 
We are here with eight Gypsy 


teenagers, in many ways like any | Besta, aged 19, received a sus- 
group of the same age from Shrews- | pended sentence. 


Jitka's half-Slovakian mother, 
Aranka, sitting in her spotless flat in 
the Viniea Project housing estate on 
the outskirts of Plzen, recalls how 
she heard of her daughter's death: 
“When it happened, the inveatiga- 
tors [police] did not tell me about it 
— Tfound out froın her friends, One 
of her attackers was a former class- 
mate.” She recounts the story with a 
sad weariness. Ironically, she had 
not liked Jitka mixing with Gypsies 
“but she had dark skin because of 
her father”, 

Also on the estate, Ivan Conka, 


bury to Santiago: some shy, some 
bold, in Adidas jackets and Nike 
hats, illicit Marlboros cupped in 
hand. They had seen tlıe TV pro- 
grammes, both the one about Dover 
and a similar one the previous 
month about Canada. So what dicl 
they think that life held for them in 
Britain? “Mr Beanl” says Jan, aged 
15. They have a friend who does 
great Mr Bean imitations. “Grass 
lawns,” Jan adds, Vladimir, aged 15, 
with his arı round Erika, aged 14, 
loves football, and English football 
is often on TV; "If I was to be a foot- 


ball player in England, people would | aged 33, dressed in leather jacket 


and cowboy boots as pointed as his 
remarks about racism, says he 


cheer me on.” And, of course, every- 
one knew of Princess Diana. 


What emerges in the collective | would have liked to have gone to 
mind's eye is a magical land where | Britain too, “It's a tolerant country, 
the men nake you laugh with their | without racial prejudice. Here we 
facial contortions, the women be- | are frightened to send our children 


to school because of the skinheads. 


stow princessly kindness and black 


football players are embraced by | My girlfriend is Czech and her fam- 
their white fans on manicured | ily condemn her for living with a 


Gypsy. Under communism, we had 


lawns. But had any of their relatives 


made the trip? Erika's aunt had | work and a much better life. We 
gone to Dover: “The last we heard | don't want communism back be- 


cause we have freedom of expres- 
şion now, but what does that mean? 
We go for a job and when you get 
there, and they see you, there's no 
job. Yes, we're noisier and more 
temperamental, but that's the way 


she was sleeping in a railway sta- 
lon." 


They had watched events unfold- 
ing on the news after those first op- 
limistic progranımes. "First we saw 
the Canadians saying they did nat 


want us as immigrants,” says Petr, | we were born. When [celebrate my 
aged 15, the most outspoken of the | birthday, [ like to drink and sing, 


but the Czechs find that hard to deal 


group. “But they are all immigrants 


thenıselves — they took the land | with." 


RNOST KOTLAR, aged 34, 
A is from Cesky Krumlov, a 
medieval town made pros- 
perous through tourism, where 
Gypsies are said to be most inte- 


from the Indians." He admired 
those who had gone to Dover. Al 
least it meant that people were hav- 
ing to realise what life was like for 
Gypsies ir the Czech Republic, the 
lack of work, the poor educallon, 


the attacks by skinheads. Had any | grated. He has his own bar but he 


agrees about job-hunting: “If you go 
for a job, you don't get past recep- 


of them been attacked? "I always 
run away!” Jan laughs, 


Running away was what 17-year- | tion.” He welcomes the fact that the 
old Jitka Chaya was doing when Î government has made sympathetic 


noises following the controversy. of 


she was attacked and taunted with 


racist slogans by a group of skin- | the exodus but he is sceptical about 


it making any difference. “White 


heads in Plzen, west Bohemia, in 


September 1993, She and her three | people will not solve our problem, it 


has to be Romanles themselves.” 


friends jumped off the tram to 


Duncan Campbell and 
Kate Connolly report 
from Prague on the 
Gzech Gypsies desperate 
to start a new life abroad 


Te WEEKS ago, blood was 

spilled in Dover as 50 ment 

bers of the National Front — 
in town, they claimed, at the request 
of the local citizenry — marched in 
protest at the recent arrival of 
around 600 Gypsies from the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. Depending 
on your choice of newspaper, this 
has been an “invasion” (Dally Tele- 
graph} or “flood” (Sunday Times) 
by “Giro Czechs" (Evening Stan- 
dard) “looking for a handout" {In- 
dependent). The arrival, as we now 
know, was partially accelerated by a 
documentary stown on Czech tele- 
vision in September featuring a 
small group of Gypsies who had 
found what they initially saw as a 
better life in Britain, 

On one level, it's tempting to see 
the reaction provoked by their ar- 
rival as the placing of a sign in the 
national window which reads “No 
Gypsies Allowed, By Appointment 
Only", but on another level it is 
much more epic, It's not much of an 
exaggeration to say it’s also about 
the fall of communism, an unrecog- 
nisel legacy of the Nazis, the rela- 
tionship betwcen east and west 
Europe, lhe place of people who are 
“other” in an increasingly homo- 
genised society, the power of TY and 
the universal appeal of Mr Bean. 

Which takes us, on a chill Sunday 
night, to Havlickovo Square in 
Prague 3, one of lhe nıain Gypsy 
parts of the city. Since the fifties, 
under communism, Gypsies were 

required to register and were, in a 
way, assimilated inlo the labour 
force and tlıe educatiorıal and wel- 
fare system so that they no longer 
travelled in the iraditional Ashion 
— a chıange in tlreir way of life with 
both benefits and disadvantages. 
Inevitably, most of the country’s 
200,000 to 300,000 Gypsies — out of 
12 million worldwide and 8 million 
in Europe, mostly the east — have 
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Jenı-Jacques Annaud, of the wis- 
dom of having the actor speak in a 
heavy accent should be made to 
climb Nanga Parbat without oxygen 
iwhich Harrer didn"l have) ora hair- 
dresser (which Pili certainly did, to 
judge! by the consistent enn: litian uf 
his bottle-blond Mop. I might lr 
possible iu clisrniss (le problem as 
just a prutluct of poor tehmigiie 
were lhe scrip ilself nol sry clunky. 

Anmiıud is lu he congutulned, 
howrver, on the sweep arl beauty 
uf the landscapes, brilliantly ren- 
dered by the camera of Robert 
Fraisse: visions of the Pulaln, thir 
sreal temple al Lhasa, ol munks in 
saflron auf ruulberry rubs windiı E 
lheîr way up the serer, of prayer 
wheels spinning ind kites flying in 
the clear Himalayan air. 


were automatic Australian‏ و 
its.‏ 

In 1983, INXS made thelr first US 
appearances on a tour wilh the 
Kinks. Wilh photogenic Hutehence 
to the fore, a string of arresting pro- 
motional videos — begining with 
The One Thing — were central to 
the success of INXS, 

The international status of INXS 
was further boosted by the group's 
participation in the 1985 Australian 
Live Aid concert. The music media 
accorded rock god stalus to 
Hutchence, and in 1986 he played a 
drug-crazed punk in the Australian 
film Dogs In Space, directed by 
Richard Lowenstein, Hutchence's 
only other starring role was as the 
poet Shelley in Roger Corman's 
1989 filim Frankenstein Unbound. 

INXS peaked artistically in the 
late 1980s with the albums Kick and 
X. Kick sold nine million and the 
rock ballad Need You Tonight was 
anı American nuınber one. 

By 1983 the group appeared to be 
looking for a new direction with the 
Full Moon, Dirty Hearts album. 

Since 1990 Hutchencg had based 
hiraself in London. His apparent ad- 
herence to a sex, drugs and rock "n 
roll lifestyle . made him a tabloid 
favourite, particularly through his 
relationships with singer Kylie 
Minogue, model Helena Chrig- 
tenşen and Paula Yates, with whom 
he had a daughter. 

ل 
ا Dave Laing‏ 
Michaal Hutchençe, slnger, born‏ 
January 20, 1960; died November‏ 


22, 997 
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Under fire . . . Stephen Dillane (left) and James Nesbitt in Welcome To Sarajevo‏ 


Serious and affecting, its integrity 
beyond dispute, Welcome To Sara- 
jevo is certainly recommended, But 
its earnestness pronıpts whal rnay 
stem to be wı unkind final questior: 
what use is it? The events look pluce 
five vears ago. The immedinle cıisis 
is over, the realily at a safe distance, 
The horror is elsewhere; and wlio is 
beariug witness tû that? 

Any vicw uf Seven Days in 
Tibet, lhe slory uf the Ausirian 
mntiineer Heinrich Harrer and 
the journey thal led him lû a friend- 
ship with the young Dalai Lama, has 
already been tainted by research 
into lis involvement in National 
Sucialism. As a serious pruposilian, 
il collapses ihe moment Bracl Pitt 
opens lis mouth. 

Whoever persuaded tle direclor, 


Everything to excess 


OBITUARY 
Michael Hutchance 


M ICHAEL HUTCHENCE, who 
has died aged 37, lived the 
part of archetypal rock star, His 
good looks and stage presence as 
lead singer of the Australian group 
INXS led to comparisons with Jim 
Morrison of the Doors and Mick 
Jagger of the Rolling Stones, Aa for 
the band, they became the most 
successful rockers out of Australia. 

The son of a wealthy champagne 
inıporter, Hutchence was born in 
Sydney but spent his early years in 
Hong Kong and Los Angeles, where 
he moved with his mother after his 
Parents separated, At 13, Hutchence 
returned to Sydney, where he met 
his future songwriting partner, An- 
drew Farriss, at high school, 

Andrew and his brothers, Jon and 
Tim, were already proficient musi- 
cians when they formed the Farrisa 
Brothers in 1977 with 17-year-old 
Hutchence as the principal vocalist. 
Isolated from the mid-19708 punk 
rock explosions of London and New 
York, the group put together a style 
which, as Andrew Farriss later re. 
called, was not delineated an rock, 
soul, pop or funk. 

In 1979, they were renamed INXS 
— “in excess”. Performances on 
Şydney’s pub rock şcene developed 
their audience.. By 1981 they had 
played almost 300 concerts on their 
Fear and. Loathing and Campus 
fours and, the group dleveloped a na- 
tional reputation. : 

The flrst INXS hit was Just Keep 
Walking (1981). Within a year their 


dozen Muslim men las the jolting 
bluntness of real death. 

This is not a "balanced" film. Win- 
terbottoın and his scenarist, Frank 
Cottrell Boyce, are not muclı inter. 
esled in dealing with the political 
complexities, beyond Flynn's wry 
comment un ÛS pulicy: "I can't help 
feeling Ihal if it were Muslinıs 
slaughtering Christians, we'd lave 
done something by now." But ihe 
cumplexities aren'l {lie point. We're 
inlerested in the eternal sinplici- 
lies, such as the sight of the Bosı- 
ian national library in flames, taking 
a people's hislory with it. Only an ir- 
relevanl soundtrack — Blur, Happy 
Mondays, Teenage Fanclub — antl 
a saccharine depiction of lhe re 
porler's family diminish the filın's 
authority. 


house years of goosy theatrical sym- 
bolisın. He sets it in the middle of 
winter ancl has tlıe characters scut- 
ting in the half-light through Wind- 
sor's deserted, snow-swept strcels 
before reconciling them in a birch 
forest that suggests lhe muled trayi- 
comedy of Chekhov. 

Warchus's handling of the cast ls 
frequently brillant, though the 
whole suffers from a lack of what 
the film world would call continuity. 
In the middle of winter, the Merry 
Wives sit indoors in flimsy-looking 
frocks with the windowa wide open 
and arrange fresh flowers in vases, 


Alan Opie as Falstaff: 
» i8 voice doesn't 

match his ajze 
PHOTO: DAVID SILUTOE 


There can hardly be anyone still 
left unaware that this filın is a fic 
tionalised treatment of the book in 
which Michael Nicholson, the ITN 
reporter, described how in 1892, at 
the beginning of the siege of Sara- 
jevo, he took a nine-year-old girl out 
of the city to live with his familly in 
England, Nicholson's decision was a 
difficult but an honourable one, 

The central role, renamed 
Miclıael Henderson, is given to the 
lean, selfcontained Stephen Dillane, 
An experienced stage and TV actor, 
Dillane deserves to make his repu- 
lation with this Intelligent depiction 
of the reporter's dilemma when 
faced by a situation to which, for 
once, he can make a real difference, 
Dillane modulates Hendersoıı's re- 
actions perfectly between communi- 
cations with the normality of his 
fanuily in a London suburb and the 
immersion in the apocalypse that 
has become his daily life, 

But Henderson is not a charig. 
matic figure, even among lis net 
work colleagues; there are lıints 
that his producer (Kerry Fox) and 
cameranian James Nesbitt} see his 
nalural scrııpulousness as a bit 
sluffy. [t also finds a dramatic con- 
trast in the braslı grantdistanding of 
Flynn (Woody Harrelson}, a US nel- 
work correspondent who nıarches 
down the middle of Snipers" Alley 
like Jolıı Wayne. 

În one of the nıost harrnwiug 
episodes, a Chetnik warlord re 
moves Serb children from the bus 
on which a charity worker tlhe Cx- 
cellent Marisa Tomei) is taking 
theın oul of the colmiry, narrowly 
missing Eınira (Emira Nursevic), the 
girt Henderson is sımuggliny away, 
The sequence in which anulher 
Serb uses his pistol 1u execute a 


the fat knight sings 


viliatory universe. Keith Latham re- 
venls a blazing baritone of consider- 
able power, but his jealous violence 
fails lo alarm. On the positive sicle, 
Rita Cullis, in gorgeous voice as 
Alice, lurus in as fine a perfor- 
mance as any you will hear in the 
rale. There's a rapturous, exquisite 
Nanetia from Mary Plazas, ideally 
matched by Charles Workman's 
handsome, gangling Fenton, who 
breathes the lines of his sonnet 
with tremulously excited anticipa- 
tion, 

Warchus's production, unveiled 
at Opera North earlier this year and 
now at the London Coliseum, 
has a traditionalism that E: 
would have been well BÈ 
nigh unthinkable at ? 
ENO during its Power. „ 


GUARDIAN WER: 
November 3 N, 


Passport . 
to celebrity | 


MUSICAL 1 
Michael Billington 2 
ي‎ 


i 
{RELY have Lheard such | f at a film like Welcome to 
drum-beating as prefaced |j Sarajevo is always the same: 
tlıe opening of Chicago at ıfl does it tell the truth? There's uo 
London's Adelphi theatre, But | waclusive answer. Try getting two 


#inesses to describe lhe same 
minor traffic accident if you want to 
know tow hard it is to gather con- 
"| gmuent testimony. No surprise, then, 
gen lhe big and troublesome suh- 
lof Michael] Winterbottonı's film, 
talils release has been prefaced by 
achorus of dissonant opinions. 

From the genuine double-dyed 
sr correspondent to the kind of 
luk who straps on a flak jacket be- 
fire powering up the PC at home in 
Kington, each observer-participant 
a hn e This is the 
she fakes prison pregnancy, | ge that journalists are sup- 
treats her (rial ns ifit were a  |pwsedto have, but it reminds us that 
giant audition andl achieves the j ose who take up an option to get 
showbiz acclainı she desires, e to a war, in a professional 
Sondheim handles the same Pity, have a very different kind 

# personal investment from those 


theme much more sharply in 1 
Assassins; the notion thatin | have no choice. Journalists 


Anıerica murder not only bring ;#êcover ware are defined by it for 
notoriety hut ulmost validates 8 rest of their lives: the victims 
your existence. But, even iî  Mllryto forget, 

Chicago is not quite as tough _% lke Under Fire or Salvador, 
it pretends, it boasts ı wenlhof "kome To Sarajevo turns out to 
gnud tunes and presents nuurder 
AS A vaudevillian spectacle —a 
point avidly sei 
prucluclion, wl 


even if İt is not the greatest must 
cal ever, it is a highly intelligen, 
experily choreographed revival 
of the 1975 Kander and Ehb 
slow that, in Waller Bahbic'a 
production, suggests Brecht has 
finally renchecl Broadway, 
“Fhe show tells a ainıple stor. 
Roxie Hart, ıa humble garage 
mechanic's wife, shoots her lover 
and comes to renlisc that, in he 
Chicago of the 19208, nmurderis 
iı passport to celehrlly, Finding 
that fame is [leeting, however, 


k largely a film about journalism 


ry tckand-white 
centre stage, the cust wnteh the newsreel footage of 
action un surruunling chairs i slated sireet bleeding into 
nnd the num te fl of a fea- 
ıs if they 1 „Over. Like ınost of 
i cinemalic devices, it 
lights the ste 0 that there is 
(bentricality. But what gives il ew about the horror of war, 
u is Ann the task of describing it. 


choreography "ln the 
of Bab Fosse". Al (he 
Fasse elements are there: thé 


tip-tiltecl bowler hats, tle êm” 8 n Oot Over tll 


phasis on crateh and bolo i 
floor-level glides and slides, e ‘PERA 
TmAshley 


truck driver sexuality.a 

The performances i 
ynod. Ruthie Henshall captur 
Roxie’s murderous opportuni E ا‎ al Opera's new 
— growling seductively, after xy; o, lowing on from its 


thrilling if dramati 

particularly butch display bY fq ramatically 
male chorus, “These are my Dedim a The Flying 
hoys." Goodman brings hls ad, House Of The 


usual fiery sharpness to the orn: a further upward 
of Roxie’s sclf-seekiug lawyer i the Company's emergence 


out for each other and occasionally 
suffering turmoil and conflict — 
that has distinguished Complicite 
from so many other companies. 
Like all close families, its mentbers 
may fall out but the unit exerts an 
irresistible tug. "You feel part of 
something ımuch more than just a 
theatre company," says lighting de- 
signer Paule Constable. “You make 
the sacrifice to work for them 
because it isn't just a job wlıere you 
arrive at the last minute and turn 
the lights on and off. You are inte- 
gral." But, he adds, "it is quite an 
aggressive environmemH — nal in 
the sense that people get angry lui 
that so niany ideas are generaled, 
used and Lhrawn away. li is incredi- 
bly clêmandling, and [ can see why 
some people [ind il terrifying.” 
“If theatre is about comunity, Î 
think we consciously graspecl it 
that idea from the very carlicst 
days,” says McBurney. “Il is 
the people who have been the 
4 bricks ind mortar.” The con. 
j pany, which dissected Ihe 
: groteskueries of family life in 
ontê of ils earliest shuws, 
Please Please Please, has dis- 

& covered that the faınily tlıal 
۳ plays together stays together. 
In the carly days, company 
members even liverl together. 
The thing thal characterises 
Complicite shows ancl the Cunı- 
plicite process is the sense uf play. 

Annie Castledine, who linc 
worked extensively with tlie cûnı- 
pany. says: “IL is intoxicnlinyt, They 
are intensely childlike. There is 
nothing cyuical about them it all. 
There is a rare inlegrity mel a Loliıl 
obsession." 

“We have been bound le civh 
other became the shared und 


r of lhe 
body, and wr were iihvays alive lu 
lhe idea of the origins of thenire is i 
basit need | g, dauve. celebrite 
al consecrate, You may suffer, but 
you are also involved." 

Yet there has always been a mis 
conception thal Complicite was just 


anather physical theatre cumpany 
ancl that all the members (lil was 
run around. Hence the ouirage fram 
some critics when Complicite tack- 
lel Shakespeare in Arlen aul 
Castledine's production of The Win- 
ter's Tale in 1992, Some were taken 
aback by what they thought of as iı 
minıe company finding ils voice. 
Hence also the readiness of jour- 
nalists and critics —- me included — 


And Nigel Planer, donning 
gloves for his hig number, 
makes the lugubrious ano 

of Roxie's husband very fM’ 
Only Ute Lemper, for all hef 
cartwheels and high kick, 
seems to lack the inherent 
biz vulgarity of Roxle's jealow™ 
fellow-killer. 

This is, however, a ig 
skilled Broadway import: 
one can point to trtumerous # 
cellent details — shock 
a rope crashes to 
reminding us that a Hunger 7 
suspect, vainly 
innocence, has actualy 2 
hanged; or the false gitter 1 
Razzle Dazzle, auggesting lils 
American life is a series of au 
slons, which enda with 0 1 
ence momentarily blind 
descending lighting-baf- o 

Chicago does everythin 
fesalonallam can do, But 
was only one moment ~~. 
the band, under : 
Valentine's e Nr 
a wild, jazzy version 
Cellophane — that felt ® 
of pure rhapsodic e : 
musical alone can P' شس‎ 


j€ cast, 
, is un- 


to use ternıs such as “"Cornplicite- 
like" to describe any company 
whose members have studied with 
Jacques Lecoq or Philippe Gaulier 
and show an ability to act with more 
than just their heads. There was a 
terrible temptation to confuse tech- 
nique and intention, 

But the truth is, we have never 
been entirely successful in pinning 
down exactly what a Complicite pro- 
duction is. Not only are they differ- 
ent from everybody else's but also 
vastly different from each other. 

lf the company has been on arı 
epic journey, it has taken its audi- 
ence with it, Back in 1984 I cried 
with laughter at A Minute Too Late, 
the smash-hit show about death, If 
you had told me then that, 13 years 
later, Td be seeing the same com- 
pany perform Brecht at the 
Natlonal, I'd have thought it was a 
joke, But there I was, earlier this 
year, laughing and crying again at 
this unique, crazy group of individu- 
als who make up this most trans- 
forming of companies, 

“What is Theatre de Complicite?" 
asked a friend who recently arrived 
from Peru. "Jt is", I replied, “the 
reason I go to the theatre.” 


Family that plays together 


Theatre de Complicite has changed 
British culture beyond all recognition. 


ihe centre: the writings of the Polish 
Jew Bruno Schulz, sıuifed out by 
the Holocaust, in The Street Of 
Crocodiles, say, or the surreal, 
lunatic vision of Stalinist Russia in 
Out Of A House Walked A Man, 
devised from the writings of Daniil 
Kharms, who starved to death in a 
prison hospital in 1942, 

What is interesting about Conı- 
plicite's work, 1 believe, is that the 
further it has been from the main- 
stream, the more the mainstream 
has enıbraced it. lt was The Street 
Of Crocodiles and Lucie Cabrol tlıat 
took Complicite into London's West 
End. Annabel Arden takes a slightly 
different view, “My perception and 
Simon McBurney’s has always been 
that we are in the mainstream of the- 
atrical tradition. People tend to think 
of us as coming from the outside, 
but we think we are what theatre is." 


T IS this kind of certainty that 
has sustained the company long 
beyond the lifespan of most the- 

atre groups. That and the singular 

vision of McBurney, who since 1992 

has been the company’s sole artistic 

director. Many Complicite associ- 
ates say that McBurney is Com- 
plicite. 

The epitaphs most commonly 
bandied around about McBurney 
are "genius", “precious”, “wizard”, 
"highly strung", "visionary" and 
“controlling”, Like many brilliant 
artists, he is an obsessive, "Simon 
doesnt direct," says Marcello 
Magni. "He cooks. Hell still be 
working on a show, trying to get it 
right even on its last performance,” 

Yet it is this sense of being a fam- 
ily — and, like all families, looking 


. Jos Houben, Simon McBurney and Marcello Magni 
in Complicite's A Minute Too Late (1988) 


vitleo works. At Ihe fag-end of the 
20th century, when the live nedium 
has seemed less and less relevant, 
when young playwrights trot out 
dramas that would be better suited 


to TV, and physical and visual 
theatre conıpanies try to pretend 
they are making movies, it has been 
Complicite that has made it worth 
lhe bother of going to the theatre. 

IH 1 shut my eyes and conjure 
theatre images from the past 15 
years, so many come from Com- 
plicite: Kathryn Hunter stalking the 
stage like an exotic deadly insect in 
The Visit, Annabel Arden fighting 
seduction and raspberry sponge in 
Anything For A Quiet Life, or Lilo 
Bauer's peasant born of her own 
grave in The Three Lives Of Lucie 
Cabrol, to name just three, 

Complicite actors are the only 
ones I've ever seen play pigs and 
cowa without making me think of a 
Joyce Grenfell voice saying, “Now 
then, children, let's all pretend to be 
hoppy bunnies." They have always 
combined virtuoso technique with a 
sense of humour, laughter with an 
impending sense of doom, cruelty 
with compassion. 

Camplicite even looks different 
Irom other companies — exotic, for- 
eign, even ugly, as reviewers of the 
early work couldn't resist pointing 
out, It disrupts the spectacle of 
British theatre, with its English 
roses and well-ordered texts. Com- 
plicite has always embraced a kind 
of otherness, whether it is Marcello 
Magni's I[talianmaccented Shake- 
speare, Kathryn Hunter's limp or 


Tim Barlow's deafness, It is At- 
iracted to the nıarginalised and the 
dispossessed, and takes them into 


Early day 
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Now it's taking on the world. 
Lyn Gardner reports 


OHN BERGER believes it is 
ل‎ the most creative anıl impor 

tant theatrical force in Eu- 
rope, Jonathan Miller says it has 
strongly influenced his work. Frank 
MeGuinness argues it is one of the 
world's great lhecatre ensembles, 
and when he was artistic director of 
the Royal National Theatre, Richard 
Eyre couldn't get ennıugh ol iL 

Thenire de Complicile las come 
a lııg way since 1983, when Simon 
McBurney joined forces with 
Cnmbriclge vailen1perary 
Aınubel Arden and Jacques 
Jac gruluites Marcello 
Magni anl Fiona (rordon 
tu prahte i1 on-off show 
itbuut the English scasicle. 
(Before then, MBurncy "sS 
main claim to fame was to 
have kept an audience er 
traled for 15 minutze on the 
openiig nighl uf The Comedy 
Store merely by peeling an orange 
while Enna Tloınpson prmviled 
of falage smıntg effeels.) 

Put On Your Head consisted of 
tlıe cast sîlling in deckchairs for 0 
ıninates, Calling ice erecants and pre- 
lentling a bucket of water was tle 
nıl splaclges of yoghurt on the 
slage carne from passing svagulls, 
Fifteen years on, Ihis raggletiggle 
group nf perfornwtrs, rlesigners, 
writers und other colliborilurs, whu 
come togelher like numarls, per- 
form, part and Cume together again, 
are the must iuflucntial company 
warking in Britain. 

lt is an ipfluwuce tht spreads fur 
beyond their awn briHiant, iliosyn- 
trafic shaws. ‘This year alone, Com- 
plicite will have played lhe National 
Theatre wiih The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle, and Lonrlon's Royal Court 
Iheatre with a revivıl of lonesco's 
The Chairs (wltich opened last 
week), as wel! as Jone its first radio 
produclion, an adaptation of John 
Berger's novel To The Wedding, 

And while the company's reputa- 
tion increasingly atiracts main- 
siream actors such as Juliel 
Stevenson, wlio played Grusha in 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle, and 
Geraldine McEwan and Richard 

Brters, who star in The Chairs, its 
tentacles spread even further 
through the associate artists and 
long-time collaborators who take a 
little piece of Complicite with then 
wherever they go. 

There seems no eartlıly reason 
why Complicite should not take 
over the world, Joseph Seelig, co-di- 
rector of the London Mime Festival, 
wiro also programmes several for- 
eign festivals, once told me there 
are only two British companies that 
pcople abroad really want to see — 
the Royal Shakespeare Company 
and Theatrc de Complicite. 

The RSC has five permanent the- 
atres and a subsidy of millions; 
Conıplicile has no building and has 
just been refused an Arts For Every- 
one Lottery grant to extend its edlu- 
cational work. Yet, like lots of 
people, I know which ['d rather see. 
Î have always thought of Theatre de 

Complicite as wy theatre conipany. 
So have hundreds of thousands of 
others. Even the name suggests 
performers and audience are sorne- 
how in cahoots. 

Coniplicite is one of the main rea- 
sons I've never put İn the time and 
effort to find out exactly how the 
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Crime 
Lucretia Stewart 


Unnatural Exposure, by Patricia 
Cornwell (Little, Brown, £1 6.99) 


for agriculture arıd started sy 
ments, The infections have on uy 
sion — syphilis, the Black De 
measles in the Americas — pe 
cally wiped out their hosts; $| 
infeclions have had to lean: 
soften their virulence, and lie 


Poor youth 
recollected 


A skill for scandal 


Peter Conrad catered to his obsessive selfinven. 
lion and perınitted his mixed mo- 


Steven Poole 


jewi A Traitor's Kiss: tives to fighl schizophrenic duels. 
ATRICIA CORNWELL is, on I n TMouln: The Life of Richard Brinsley Sheridan The cast of The Rivals is R concert 2 
her day, simply the best, but to control disease, even thought: lens of Early Fallure اا ا‎ 0 his antagonistic es the plain 
few writers benefit from producing did not understand it. In 1B, "yy Paul Auster e ا ا‎ 2 ler 0 e , the 
a book a year, This year Cornwell ing the Black Death, the Florenirf Faber 436pp £15.99 rash adventurer ir Lucius 
has produced two, a disastrous killed all the cats and dogs At 


"lighter entertainment” called Hor- 
net's Nest, and Unnatural Exposure, 
a “vintage Scarpetta”. Scarpetta is A 
model heroine: intelligent, cool, 
compassionate, no longer young 
and therefore wise. But I feel in- 
creasingly sorry for her as she gets 
embroiled in one far-fctched case 
aller another. Last time it was the 
New Zionisis and the “Book of 
Hand"; now the poor woman is 
stuck in Dublin wondering wlıether 


tine a 0 ا‎ „ALL uo nan a failure until he is 


the cily died. The Venetians bare’ a 1 0 
the slek fronı entering the cig, iiers loday, spent Mis young adult. 
thê Milanese sealed the infect" a . Spel a 
their own houses and left hen! md ا‎ e 
dlie. This worked best, keeping: î as conc, Il £ 
death rale to û mere 15 peri, dream of ving as a writer WAS 
The people of Basel, Strasbourg’ : Hand To Mouth is partly 
Mainz burned the Jews. 0 و‎ disquisition on ا‎ 

Syphilis erupted in 1484: il1. pirlly, as we {ravel with i 


survival stratagems to the be- | and fretful lover Jack Absolute and 

leaguered Irish artist: silence, | his alter ego Faulklandl). The brolh- 
exile and cunning. Richard Brinsley | ers in The School For Scandal — 
Sheridan adroitlly varied the terms | rakish Charles and deceptively prim 
of the recommendation, He exiled Joseph — were also twinned in 
himself even earlier than Joyce, | Sheridan himself. His melodraıua 
following his impoverished father to | Pizarro is an audacious apology for 
London at the age of eight in 1759 | his own treasonous negotiations 
and never returning before his | witlı England's enemies: Alonzo, 
death in 1816; yet lıe remained — as | who betrays imperial Spain to siecle 
Fintan O'Toole puts it in his superb | with the Peruvian natives, unrepen- 


RR SSE 
[orc recommended three | O'Trigger), the alternately intrepid 


2 2 ۷ ¥ 1 : biography — "obsessed with Î tanlly declares: "I have ıo country,” 
E ios | hing to do a E اا‎ aroun Paris and Dublin, anı iron- Ireland", and spent most of his life „ Seen in this way, the plays turn 
five Irish bodies have anything 1i 1 se, the Pulisl diss | il Work of travel literature; ancl | Auster: horror of taking a ‘proper job scheming to liberate it from England. | into coverı political fables. The col- 
ا‎ Russian disease and a ا ا‎ sigh kel tem- ê Kai BR ا‎ Those scheınes required a cun- lapse of ihe screen in The School 
وا س‎ SE ao with nosialgia for his penuri- | the le "Pri , no scrawl. | ni 1 2 3 1 : : 
Still Water, by John Harvey Turkey) the Christian die! os youth. Is penu gen: re de toucher"}, now | success ecames a knotted scrawl. | ning beyond anything Joyce could | For Scandal (which cuınproniises 
(Helnemann, £15.99} 


Captain Cok ruefully repond: | The memoir initially resetnbles a swathed in bubble wrap and priced 
N knew it as Apa mw cat ا‎ IÊ پا‎ 2 
auunin. ٣ : 

More than hill Ihe bouk £ 2 Er prose, that pol- 
7 in the" offers a surface nıore amenable 


So Hand To Mouth in total is a | conceive, As a confidant of the | the skulling Lady Teazle) is for 
at thousands of dollars. "The joke contradictory text about cmbarrass- | Prince Regent during the years of | O" Toole nore than a farcical enıbar- 


has been turned into a deadly seri- ment, nerve, and the writer's ınoli- George III's lunalic indisposition, | rassınent: il Warns of an overluurned 
ous transaction, and once again | valions, Auster loying with his own ÎÛ Sheridan sought "Lo undermine the | social order. | hacl always thouglı1 of 


ARYVEY also seteuıs compelled 
to protluce a book a yar, bul 
Charlie Resnick, his jazz and caHov- 


2 E E 1 a ınoncy has the last word." values ûf lilerary decurum, And there ruya! prerogalive from within", As zı The Critic, wilh its accidenl-prume 
: : . 3 E e E 8 i 0 0 ۳ TEEN 1w ghostly refections. Writing of his Agel 30, Hat broke and with lis | is much here that prefigures luis double agenl, le swertalked (he rehearsal imd ils malıdruil scenic 
ing ie 5 1 e The Silent Highwayman your money or your life. Punch cartoan, July 10, 1858. a PIRE; Pox | slrlégh’ again ambition to live as frugally as possi- | first marriage in shreds, Ausler great Wurk: the best play, Blackouts, 

2 5 ano ۹ a 5 2 
a ik EE be in lıis | ind Pestilence: Disease In History, edited by Kennetlı F Kiple (Weidenfield & Nicolson, £25) 


prices critics while sully xig- | cffecls, as a Pirandelloesee jk’ 
nalling tu the traitors ancl uulincers Û bout thettrical iMusion: O"loole 
who plattetl to extend tho Freuch | shows it le be a Brel Mian parulıle, 
Revolulion across {he Buglish Chan- seitieursly rnarkinyg IEMNutist. 

nel ind pan an “ııe (o kingship. 


i ble, he says: "Life was cheap in 
al le jist , hose days" — giver the historical 
intext of campus protests against 
Vielnann, a pungently aınbiguous re- 
: mark. Ye are (reated to fondly com- 


tried 1o turn entrepreneur, invent- | has û ınan Diy it private eyu lu spy 
ing a baseball card game thil he | on lim, and we lear Ihat Ausler's 
hawked round loy companies lo ù Î first. book Tivicws were signcl 
huuilialing fusillacle of rejevtons, | “Paul Quin" (butl Irapes resurl: 


cuımpany. Resnick has got a ncw 
yîrlfriencl, Hannah, who isa leacher, 
and {hey are trying lu define ihe 
jaraneters of Lheir relalionship. 


When an ill wind blows .. . 


pean arl An" 
un public leah iuul hyyfierr 


ا 
Then he basberl oul a pulp detective | in the New Yurk Trilogy} a prulesl-‏ 


Bil he ignorecl joyce" lial rul- HERIBAN, wh Lromforinsl‏ 0 ا 
al EE e E | kal vignetles of Auster seeking Î novel, Squceze Play, which be sold Î ing student he kew at Culunbia | ing, andl refused tu remain sill. He: he Comens nln a Ihealre,‏ : : 
Harvey's strong point has i Tim Radford | circulation af the bloud. Gabriele #enic gi which enlerel i e E oj iat tie aE tnbghlenment Ihrough bluerollar for a measly $900, Auster's audi | blew himself up with a homemade the most unstoppatbly eloguent swooning kv Giirrtick's leur |‏ 
been Ihe nuances uf relalions' 1S, | Tim Radford Falloppia — he of he tubes — | threugh mouth and nesr oar cull Û serti PN ation work as a wailer, an air-‏ 
lhe drlicale balance of power. The P1 USE ies lin.‏ 


cious corp de thidire, after the ntem- | bomb Uavialhan). The deteclive 


i 1; ‘enditioner installation man, and a 
plot is sînply û device, Whal makes 


The Greatest Benefit to Mankind: chimed lo have stuclied the genitals | be cummuuicaled by ronl. fr | betile 


i arater of the age, ancl in 1786 cleliy- Aur his maralhonı 1 muloguce in 
1 1 limi Porter is ints itor aboard an E. tank cir Slups al page 125, is 1o reprint is | novel is a fine fietiun, even though | erd û fiveand-alulfhour tirade in | 1786 while he relisted lis ovation, 
ا‎ : svohilits a1 u Û itor smallpox, or ibereulemis 1 0 * ı.Tilor al an Esso oil tanker. appenclices his carly *filurcs": Ausler' has cuully given away the ihe C which ended bı - the playhnuse as a sile or polili- 
OE TEES I Histûr ¥ ot Flıımani of 10,010 syphilitics, Bartolome stin’ smallpox, tr ESE pp : rly y given away th ¢ Ommons which ended by un- Î saw the playhnuse 1 1 
EEE Bll ENS Haley: E ALE Eustachio — hie of ihe other lubes This was one up vu RE 88 £ ih 2 gloriously Austere horror | three quasi-Beckettian plays, the 
Bordersnakes, by James ky Roy Porter — specialised in the kicluey and the | murliiur Ihen. The Ayur Cile Nu 8 he 
ordersnı . 


Slory's gimmick iı Ihe memuir. setlling the regime uf Ihe rapacious 
felt-tipped card game, and the novel. Evert the tile ol this cunning 


That he disrobes his juvenilia so book is doing more wark hau is ob- 


“proper job", Auster then 
lehd bewe 1 

EL e liu wilclde ا‎ by for Jars on freelance 
Shanti | ulation of French poetry and 


cal artion. His audivnces were nal 
Indian governor general, Warren | ruspectiul congregations, ‘Tley 
Hastings. Deeds followed words: | were as proue tu riut ids football 


HarperCollins 831pp 224.99 venous syslen i5 well as ihe ear. | lio uf Iadia réenmmendetl resul 
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Football Premiership: Leeds United 3 West Ham United 1 


SAREE 
PHOTO: SHAUN BOTTERIL 
minute with a clagsical counter 
attack. Hartson beat David Wether. 
all to another high ball from Tim 
Breacker and nodded it down into a 
space quickly cccupied by Frank 
Lampard. who scored his fourth 
goal in two matches with a firn 
drive into the far corner. 

No impartial judge would have 
begrudged West Ham a win al {hal 
stage bul in ile 75th minule feuds 
were level, Jimmy Floycl Flasselbuink 
curling a low shot inside (he rill: 
hand post after AlIinge Haaland's 
tapped free-kick had been stunned 
by Lre Bowyer. 

In the 87ıh ıninute Haaland 
exploited pnor marking 1o hend 
Bruni Ribeiru's corner pisî lalek 
Miklusko, and in stoppage 1ine 
Hasselbaink score agnin wilh a fıre 
ther header after David Rober{son 
had sidestepped a hmge from a 
West Ham substitute, lain Dowie, 
before crossing irom Lhe left, 
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Hammer blow . . . Lampard fires West Ham ahead 
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West Ham had the better of the few 
chances created. All Leeds secmed 
to be capable of at this point were 
trundling, predictable attacks which 
tended to peter out long before they 
offered any sort of threat to West 
Ham's three centre-backs. All too 
often Leeds’s passing was square 
aııd inconsequential, with the bal] 
either overhit into touch or underlit, 

‘Thankfully tle football woke ııp 
after halftime after cunfident ap- 
peals for a penalty following a rasl 
lunge by David Unsworth had ap- 
peared to bring down Rol Wallace 
as the Leeds striker {urned on a ball 
from Gunnar Halle near the right 
hand byline, Gerald Ashby, how- 
vver, did nal bııy Wallace's dramatic 
fall and the TV replay Stiggested no 
vontacl had been made. 

At least Lecds’s sense of injustice 
roused them to more positive things 
but West Ham rode out the nini 
crisis before going ahead in ile 64th 


Dlviston Threer 

Brighton O, Cardifî 1; Colkchesler O, Lincoln cC 
1: Derlington 1, Cambridge U 1; Doncasler û, 
Rochdale 3; Exelar 2, Shrewsbury 2; H'pool 2, 
Bamet O: L Orient 1, Notts Co 1: Maccleefld 2. 
Hul O; Palerboro 1, Mangsîekt 1; Scarbaro 1, 
Rolh'ham 2; Torquay 2, Scunth’pe 4. 


BELL’8 SCOTTISH LEAGUE; 
Premler Divislons 
Celtic 4, Dundee UO; Dunfrrnllne 1, Aberdeen 


the victory takes 


Leeds beat language barrier 


David Lacey 


e 
OR A long time at Elland 
Road last Sunday Lent 
seemed to have come carly. 

footballing feast the game 

offered only hard rations. But even- 
tually George Graham's Leeds 
resumed their upward surge in the 

Premiership by scoring three times 

in the last 15 minutes. Frank Lam- 

pard put West Ham ahead just past 
their opening 
goal Leeds did not achieve one shot 


As a 


the hour and until 


on target. 
Nevertheless 
Leeds to the fourth placèê they held 
briefly earlier this month, and they 
were the first side to beat Manches- 
ter United this season. Leeds, 
moreover, have now won seven 
times in 10 league fixtures, surely 
championship form in any language. 

Well maybe not the halting 
phrases and mispronunciations of 
this match. For the most part West 
Ham, who since winning at Barns- 
ley at the start of the season had 
gained only one point on their travels, 
promised themselves some reward. 

Althouglt a calf injury had denied 
Harry Redknapp's teaın the sweep- 
ing services of Rio Ferdinand, they 
remained tightly organised a1 tl 
back and more convincing in attack 
when lhey bruke away. Leeds, on 
ihe other hand, looked unimagina- 
tive and unambitiouıs. 

West Ham's fourth Premiership 
defeat in five matches leaves Red- 
kııapp's players jusl above tlıe rele. 
galion area. Wel) though they 
layed al times, iis was yet another 
game where goals, and eventually 
points, sinıply slipped away, 

During an unımenrorable first half 


Football results 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: 

Aston Vila 2, Everton 1; Blackbur Rovers 1, 
Chelsoa Û; Derby 3, Coveniry 1; Leeds Unite 
3, West Ham United 1; Lelceater Cily 0, Bollon 
Wardcrars O; dol O, Barnsley I; 
Newcastle Linited 2, Southampton 1; Shallleld 
Wednasclny 2, Arserıal O; Tottanhaın O, Crystal 
Palace 1; Wimbledon 2, Manchostor United 5, 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: 
Divislon One: 


the World Cup finals for the first 
English-born players 
Robbie 


of Derby and the Portsmoutl) pair 
Paul Hal — 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 


Continental drift 


a | time. Four 
with Jamaican parents — 


Earle of Wimbledon, Deon Burton 


Fitzroy Simpson and 
are already on board. Besides these 
players, Jamaica's Brazilian coach 
Rene Simoes has the option of call- 
ing on other English stars to 
strengthen his squad. 

Australia meanwhile are 90 
minutes of football away from 
taking the 32nd and final place in 
next year's World Cup finals after a 
1-1 draw against Iran in Tehran. 
They know that after an away goal 
advantage — Harry Kewell, who 
plays for Leeds United, got the vital 
goal in the 19th minute — a 00 
draw in the second leg of their play 
off will be enough to send them on 
their way to France. 


piz GASCOIGNE was banned 
for five matches by the Scottish 
Footbal! Association after accumu- 
lating 21 disciplinary points. The 
England and Rangers midfielder 
had chalked up nine points before 
beiug sent off in last week's Olt 
Firm clash with Cellic and will miss 
Rangers’ December prograinınc. 


A HAUL of five wickets in each in- 
uings by Mushiag Ahmed 
helped Pakistan thrash tlhe West 
Iudies by an innings and 19 runs in 
the first Test at Peshawar. The spin- 
ner grabbed 5-35 in the first innings 
as the visitors were bowled out for 
151, and tlıen went on to take 5-71 inı 
the West Indies' secund innings of 
211. The home side made 381, with 
four of their players contributing 
halfcenturies, “It's always a great 
feeling when you help your side win 
Tests,” said Mushtaq. 


OODYEAR, the tyre manufac- 
turer, is to withdraw from 
grand prix racing at the end of next 
Scason. The decision, announced 
last week, will rock Formula One to 
its core, ending lucrative tyre supply 


NOTHER London football club 


Following 
Chelsea and Arsenal, Tottenlıanı 
Hotspur have chosen a European 
manager — Christian Gross of 
Grasshoppers Zurich. He takes over 
a! Spurs from Gerry Francis, who 
stepped down after the club's recent 
poor run of form. Frauicis, who had 
lhree years of his contract still to go, 
said: “It is with ی ا‎ that I 
findit necessary to 0 

Gross played for six Swiss sides 
and German club Bochum before 
laking over the reins of the Zurich 
club and leading them to two 
successive league titles. For him, 
hard work appears to be an article 
yere Roald i do not inhibit 
expressing ability 
of play. I like them to be 
Possible, but [ demand 


have got themselves 
Continental coach. 


from 


players from 
on the field 
|. ' a8 positive aş 

hard work 
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vidual results rather than as fg 
fees. Drastic changes? Not when 
the gap between gold and alsoran 
so bridgeable. 


Vera-Sadler 


1 d4 dê 2 c4 dxe4 3 e3 N 
Hxc4 e6 5 NE c5 6 0-0 nê 1| 
Bb3 cxd4 8 exd4 Nec 9 Ne 
Be7 10 Bf4 0-0 11 Rel Nab 1 
Be2 b5 13 Ned Nd5 14 Bi) 
Bxa5 15 Nexgë NI6 16 Qu3 f! 
17 Neš Bb7 18 Red1 Bd5 1| 
Qh3 Kg7 20 Rû3 ReB 21 Bil. 
Be4 22 Ra3 Qxd4 23 Nedî 
Rıf7 24 Nxh7 Nxh7 25 Big 
NI6 26 Bd3+ K8 27 Qh8+ Kil 
28 Qxe8 Bxd3 29 Rel Ndr 30. 
Rae3 Bc4 31 b3 Bdb 32 Quî 
Nc6 33 Qxb5 Nee 34 h8 Ry 
35 Resigns. | 


No 2500 


nu DOA ON © 


Sulava v Godena, 1994, White i 
play and win. This endgame det j | 
feated not only both players but 
later, numerous GMs, It does 
take ınany moves, but do alli 
yourself plenty of time. Tlie diagar] ا‎ 
comes from New In Chess, the Gl; 
magazine many top players clainı 

be the best in the world. TC 
Borough Way, Potters Bar, Her ¢ 
EN6 3HA (+44) (0) 1707 659080 

a free sample copy {normal custf 
to the first 30 Guardian ا‎ 
readers who apply directly to TCS | : 


No 2499 1 Bb6, If Ke2 2 Nl 
or R any 2 Qfl, or f4 2 Bugs 
Hf B any 2 Qxd3. Not 1 Ba? 


South West 


CheSS Leonard Barden 


NGLAND'S medal dream at the 

world team championship in 
Lucerne was rudely awakened 
when a 2-2 draw with the Ukraine 
conceded gold and silver to Russia 
and the US, and again when a fina 
round loss to ml cet bone, 
Russia (playing without parov, 
Karpov e Kramnik) 234, US 23, 
Armenia 21, England 20%4 Ukraine 
18, and five others. 

Sadler scored 6/9, and Adams 
and Speelman played to their ratings, 
but Short drew all eight games on top 
board, including 1İ- and 16movers 
as white, while the reserves Hodg- 
gon and Nunn totalled #/3 and 1/2. 
Nearly 150 countries compete in 
world chesa, so a European gold and 
two fourths (at the 1996 Olympiad 
and Lucerne) doesn't look bad, but 
England was seeded to do better. 

The next team event is the 1998 
Olympiad, so there is time to react 
to the Lucerne setback. For a start, 
it is abnormal in sport for most of 
the selectors to be candidates for 
team or captaincy. England could 
use the wise counsels of Anderton, 
its best captain, and of Chandler, a 
former captain and silver medallist 
whose BCM editorials on team pol- 
icy make sound sense. 

The present laid-back captaincy 
can also be questioned, Sadler goes 
to his room each evening and pre- 
pares for his next opponent; others 
are less thorough. Ward, a strong 
GM and a success as women's cap- 
tain, would offer a different approach. 

There should be more competi- 
tion for places, too. Short has drawn 
a colossal 74 per cent of his games 
in the last three events and lost rat- 
ing points, but was still played 
above the higherrated Adams, 
whose British Championship play- 
off with Sadler was aborted. 

With Nos 1-4 assured, boards five 
and six could be made a real contest 
decided by July 1998 Fide ratings 
and so giving a chance to Miles and 
Hebden, who were omittedl despite 
good recent form. And finally, some 
of the valuable backing the team 
receives from Duncan Lawrie, the 
private bankers, could be paid as in 
centive bonuses for teanı and indi- 


the grand slam, There was a truly 
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On a wing and a scare 


ILLUSTRATION: ANN HOBDAY 


given the owl's presumed gift of 
foresight, they have become sym- 
bols of wisdom and intelligence, 
especially in Europe. But more diffi- 
cult to grasp is why they have also 
become synonymous with stupidity. 
In Finland, the word pûöllë means 
both an ignorant person and an owl. 
The ancient Romans also believed 
that some owls were so foolish they 
could be induced to twist their 
heads round and round until they 
throttled themselves. 

Meanwhile my real, ving Horsey 
barn owl had pitched down on some 
prospective prey and been swal- 
lowed briefly by the long vegetation. 
For a few seconds it was invisible, 
then suddenly I could see it again, 
the great moth's wings gathering in 
the evening silence in wide, rhyth- 
mic wingbeats. And up it rose, free 
of the tangled grass, free once more 
of the earth, and free also from the 
confusing knot of human super- 
stition. 


such huge geographical and cul- 
tural divides it seems more than a 
matter of coincidence. A typical 
example is the perception shared 
between tribespeople of West Africa 
and the Chiricahua Apache of Ari- 
zona and New Mexico, that the evil 
spell cast by an owl's visitation can 
be dispelled by chasing the bird off 
with a burning fire brand, 

These fundamental sinuilarities, 
right down to minute details, have 
led the Finnish ornithologist, 
Heimo Mikkola, a leading authority 
on the birds, to propose a common 
origin for all these ideas. Mikkola 
suggests that the magical beliefs 
first travelled from Africa with the 
earliest migrations of humankind, 
then radiated outwards with the 
global spread of palaeolithic cul- 
tures. 

Despite the possibility of a com- 
mon origin {here are also striking 
contradictions between some owl 
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T FIRST appeared at dusk — a 
J pale blur ghosting over the 

meadows near Horsey, the most 
easterly, most untamed and beauti- 
ful of all the Norfolk Broads. As it 
came closer, I could see all the 
distinctive features of a barn owl: 
the white, heart-shaped faclal disk, 
the staring black eyes, the buff 
tinged wings held in a tout down- 
wartl bow anıl whose minimal beat 
cut effortlessly through the damp 
air as it quartered back and forth 
across the fields. 

Although British barn owls have 
suffered a steady decline this cen- 
tury, the local situation is in con- 
trast to the species' wider Success, 
It is one of the most cosmopolitan 
of all birds, ranging across six con- 
tinents from the Pacific coast of 
Canada to Tierra (lel Fuego, and 
from western Ireland to Papua New 
Guinea, And with İt has travelled a 
complex skein of folkloric beliefs. 
In fact, owls in general have proba- 
biy given rise to a greater body of 
myth and superstlion than any 
other family of birds. 

Most of the associations relate to 
death and the creature's capacity to 
foretell human disaster, and for this 
reason they have been deeply 
feared around the world. Typically, 
in China they were believed to 
snatch away a persons soul or to 
suck the blood of children, saome- 
times after assuming human fornı. 
Fear of the owl's presence or even 
simply of the sound of its call is still 
commonly found both among con- 
temporary Africans and the indige- 
nous peoples of North Anıerica. In 
Europe, until fairly recently, it was a 
widespread practice to nail owls to 
the barn door in order to ward off 
the evil eye. 

The notions motivating these 
actions were nat just the foles of 
ignorant country folk. The Victor- 
ian intellectual John Ruskin once 
wrote: “I have found the owf's cry 
always prophetic of mischief to 

me.” 


Sometimes owl beliefs bridge i associations. It is easy to see why, 
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